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Tin*: PEDLAR. 


H O\V )iia«y trilling occurrences, things which Imvtt 
left only a passing impression on oitr minds, 
humble dramas of winch we have got a mcro 
glimpse ho that we have to guess at or suspec't their 
Tcil natuic aic, while we axe still young and mex 
pcricnccd, threads, so to speak, guiding us, .step b;( 
step, towards a knowledge of the painful tiiithi 

Jweiy monicut, when I am retracing my steps dtlr-* 
ing the long wandering reveries which distract my, 
ttioughts along the path through which I saunter at 
random, my soul takes wing, and, suddenly, 1 re-* 
call little incidents of a gay or minister character, 
w|iich, emerging from the shades of the past. Hit be- 
iore my memory as the birds flit through the bushes 
before my eyes. 

' This summer, 1 wandered along a load in Savciy 
lehicti ecmimaiids a view of the right bank of the 
tJilklt of Boar^f, and, while my glance floated over 
Itet of water, mirror^ike and blue, with a 
tmiqjie Vkt, pale, tinted with glittering beams by 
'Ite aetlisig 1 f^lt my heart stirr^l bv that at- 
which I have had ein^ my chtglhood (or 
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Uie 2>uilacc of 1 ak**s^ toi uvci&», and (or the sea 't>a 
the opposite bank of the vast hqmd plate, bO wide 
that you did not see the ends of it, one latUbhmg iti 
the Rhone, .ind the othei in the Rourget, rose tite 
high mountain, jagged hke a crest up to the topmost 
pcik of the "Alps Tootli/^ On cither aide 
road, \mes, tiaihng fiom tree to tree, ohoked luiow 
ibeitlcaxc^ tiici 1 slendu supporting hraiichcs, and 
they extended in garlands Ihiongh the fields, green, ' 
yellow, .ind led garlands, hstoouing from one truuK; 
to llu other, and spotted with dustcis of dark 
giaj>os. 

The load w'ls ikscilcd, white and dust>. All of a 
suddiii, a mm etiKiged out o) the thuket oL large 
trees whuh shul*^ iii the ullage of Stunldimoceut, 
ind, bemluig undei ^ load, lie tame tow aids me, 
leaniug on n stick 

,\Vlicu he eaiue closu to me, 1 (liMO\eud that ha 
was a pedlar, one of those ilinetanl dtaleis who 
go about IIkj couiitiv fiom door to door, selling 
paltiy <»bjexts eheapH, and Iheieupon a remiius- 
teiice id long ago arose up in iii> mind, a mcm 
iiothi ig alme‘t, ihc leiolleetion simph of an aeen- 
denld mectirg ! had one night betweeu \rgcuteiul 
liud Tails when I was twcnt>-'Oue 

Ml the happiuess oi my liJe, at this period, was 
deined Iroiii boating I had taken a ic^Ui in an 
obseuu mn at Argenlcuil, and, every evening, ! 
took the Oo\cinmeut clerk’s train, that long, 
^low ti nil wliKh, ill its eoutse, sets down at differ* 
cut staLon* a cu»wd ot men with little parcels, fat 
and hea\>, for they scaiqely walk at all, so that 
their trousers aic alwavs baggy, owing to their 
eonstant oeeupatiou of the dBu^tool This tihiil, 
ill which it secerned to me 1 could even sniff the 
odoui of tlm wnting-desk^ of official documents npA 
boxes, deposited me at Argenteuil My boat JM 
w<iy[ttiig tor me, ready to glide a\er the water 4^1 
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plud my oat ^ollnt I iiin;Ut p:tt out atid 
diuc Hi Bcioii!* or Chatou or J jitiiay or Saint-OuciK 
tame back, put up my boat, and nude my 
way back on foot to l'an«j* \\ilh the m(Hjn sJumn^j 
dow^ ott liie. 

VViti, one nii^Ul uii Urn white luad I iicrtcncil just 
in frmit of me a man walktii}; OUt I was con* 
tottstauil}' meeting those night traxelkis ot the 
Poiibiau snb\itbs so nuteb clruuled by lulatctl oiti- 
/ui«i. This man went on slowly bcloio me wUh a 
heax y load mi lus shoulders 

I uimc np to him b> qnukining my put so 
imuh that my footsteps i mg tai the loid lie stop- 
ped and Inrued lound^ then, as I kept approaching 
neatci and luarcii he\i #s td to Iht opposite side 
of the road 


As I rapidly passed him, ho tailed out to mt 

•'llallo* good cxemng, inonsiciu 
I ftsponded — 

“Ifood evening, mate ** 
lie went on — 

**^Tc 30 U K^tng fai 
**1 am igoing to Pans 


“\ou won’t be long getting there, >ou’fe goin;* 
at a gc)ocl pice \s lot me, I have too big u load 
on my shouldtis to x\alk so quickly.** ^ 

1 abekened in> pace Why Qiad tins man spoken 
to lup? What xvas^ he catrytng in this big packf 
Kog ttft 6ttiipiaqm» 61 enme sprang up in my mind, 
md rendered me tunous. The colnmiis of the newa- 
papecto every mpraing contain m> many accounts cd 
tsrlmcs committed m thispbee, the peiiinsula ot 
nf^uuevdUers, ilhat some of them must be true 
buch ihingw are not invented merely to amuse 
readers- fill 0iis catalogue lof arrests and varied mis* 
m With which the reports ot the law courts arc 
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However, man’s \oice iJcenuHl rallicr \itirftl 
than h<»Kl, ami up In the present liia ui.iuncr had 
Wen luou diiirieot lhan niygressivc. * 

In lu}' tuia 1 bc);an to question him - 

•'Anil you, are you Itoing far?” 

"Not fartlui Ilian Asiiities/* 

Asnieres your place of abode ?” 

“Yes, monsieur, 1 am a pedlar by oecupalion, and 
live at Asnij'rc"^.” 

lie had quitted the sidewalk, where pciUstriaus 
move along in the daytime under the shadow of the 
trees, and he was s<H»n in the middle c»l the road, f 
iollow*‘d his exainijlc. We kept staring at each 
r*lhLii Ml ‘'pic ion sly, e.ich of ns holding hTs stick in 
liis hainl. When 1 was snllicicntly close to him, 1 
lelt kss distinstlul. lie cvidentl}^’ was dis]>oscd to 
assume the satm* attitmlc towards me, for he askeil ' 

“Would you mind going a little ino»c slowly?” 

“Why do you say thi.s?” 

“Hooaitse I don't cai'i- for this road )>y night. I 
have goods on my buck, and two are alwa\s better 
than one. When two men aro together, people don’t 
.atlnik them.” 

I lelt that he was speaking truly, and that he was 
afraid, v'so I yielded to his wishes, and the pair of 
ns walked on’ side by side, this stranger and 1, at 
<mc t»*ch>ck in the morning, along the rojul leading 
funn Argenteiiil to Asniere.s. 

“Why arc you going homo so late when it is SO* 
dangerous ?” I asked iny cotnp.'^iiioii. 

lie told me his history.* He had not intended lo^ 
return home this CAxniiig, as he had brought with- 
him thaUvery inoruing a stock of goods to last 
three or four days. Put he Imd focn so fortunate^ 
'}f\ disposing of them that hc^ound it necessaai^^t- 



get hack to his .^bo<lc without delay in order to do^ 
liver next day a mmibcr of things’ widch had he«i! 
bought on credit. 

Hft^plai lied to tnc wjth gciiuiue satisfaction that 
ha MS^attageu business very well, haviug-a 
tendency to talk confidentially, and that the iiitrk' 
nocks* he displayed were useful to hltn iti getting 
rid; while gossiping, of Other things which he 
Oould^iiut easily sell. 

He added::-- 

“I have a slifip at Asnicrcs. ‘Tii^ my wife keeps 
it.** 

**Ah! So yoii*rc married ?** 

“VeS, m*sieur, ior the hist fifUeii mouths. I ha\c 
got a very nice wife. Sne’ll get a sin prise when 
she jsees me coining home to-night.** 

He then gave me an account of liis inamag**. 
He had been after this young girl lor two year.^, 
but she had taken time to make up her mind. 

She had, ^^ince lier childhood, kept a little shoji 
at the corner oi a street, where ate sold all sorts 

9f thiugs-^iiblions, llowcrs in summci* and pim- 
ripally pretty little slioc-bucklcs, aiid^maily other 
gewgaws, in which, owing to the Tav6ur of a manu- 
facturer, sho enjoyed a speciality. She was well* 
known in Asnicrcs as, This name 

wfis given to her because she oftctt dressed in blm;. 
And she imnlc money, as she vras very skiliul in 
everything she did. His impression was tJiat she wis 
not very well at the present moment ; he IjoTitH’el 
she was in the family way, but he W'as not (piito 
sitrc. Their business was prospcrnig; and he tra* 
velleil 'alxnit exhibiting samples to all the small 
traders in the adjoining distnets. lie had bec'ome a 
sort of travelling commission-agent for some of the 
manufacturers, working at the same time for them 
and for himself. 

**Aiid 3'ou-“Whal arc y’ou i** he said. 

* I answered bimAvith nn air.pf embay assmeutjrjl 



tli.it 1 h;id a sniliti^^-boiil ainl Iv.m yawls iii 
Ar;;t‘iitnii), Dial I cnini- for a row every ownitij:, 
auil that, 1 was foixl of oxvrcisc, I sonictinics 
walked hark to I’aris, where 1 bad a profcssfoit.. 
which- 1 led him to infer — \va:» a lucrative one-' 

lie rcnuirked : — 

"Faith, if I had stXou^iHcs liko you, I wouUhDt 
airni io myself bv trudpriu^s; that day alon ;4 Die roiids 
at ni;;ht - 'I'isn^l sale aloii'X here." 

He };ave me a sidelong glance, and I askeil my- 
self whether he nii.chl not ‘all the same Ih: a crim- 
inal of the sneaking type, who tlid not \vanl to run 
any iiuitless lisk 

Tlicn he lestored in> eouhdtiu.e, wIkii he mur* 
luuicd : - 

"A little Iv'S^ unukly, il \t>n pkabe. This paeiv 
of mine is hca\) 

The siglit ol a gron|> of houses showed that we 
had reached .\sniei\T. 

"1 am nearly at home/' he said. "We don’t 
sleip in the shop; it is waUlud at night hy a dog, 
hut n dog who is worth four nun. And then jt 
eosts too imu'li to live in the centie of the town. 
JUit li.sUii tu UK, immMeur! You have rcndeied 
me a precious servieo, for 1 don't icel my niiiid at 
caM' when I'm travelling with my j^aek along the 
loails. Well, now you must come in with me, aiul 
ill ink a glass of nudlcd wine with my wife if she 
hasn't gone to hed, Un she is a sonml sleeper, and 
ilocsn't like to he wakeil up liesidos, I'm not a 
bit alraid of my pack, and so 1*11 s«e yon to the 
gates ol the city with a cudgel in my hand/' 

1 ileclinod the iiiNilatiou • he insisted on my 
coming in ; I still held hack ; be picsscd luc with so 
miuh e.igenicss with such an ^^r of ical disappoint- 
ment, such cxpios.sions of iloep regret- for he had 
the ait of cxprC'-.sing hini'^elf vciy lot ci Ivly— asking 
me in the t^ne ol one who felt wounded wlicthc r 
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1 ultjicta] to i\ave ;\ dfitik with a lu.ni like hiiii/' 
I b. It 1 anal l> \v.i 3 and followed him up u K)iiC' 

ly load towards oijo of those hi^ ditapulalud houses 
wliivh arc to he found on the outskirb of suburbs. 

• In float of this dwelling I liefsilaicd. This higa 
hnnack <»£ plaster looked like a den for vagabonds, 

hidiug-placc for siihuiban brigands. JJut he 
pushed forward a ilooi whiVli had not been locked, 
and made 1110 go l»cforc‘ him. TIo led me forward by 
llio sln.nldcrs, Ihroiigli ]nofouiul daikneHs; towards 
a slaiu'aso wlioio 1 had to feel my way with my 
linnd.s and fott, with a well -g run luUd apprchen.^ion 
of tiiinlding into stunc gaping cellar. 

Wiicn I ’cacliod the liist landing, bo said to mo * 
- “Go on up! I'ls tbv sixth st(.ry.’' 

I scaulicd in my p<K‘ki;ts, and, finding there a 
box of \tstas, 1 lighted the way np the asooiit. lie 
followed me, inifhug under Ins ]>fiok, rtpe iling : - 

“ Ti.s Ingli! ’tis high!*’ 

When wo wero at the top of the house, he dicA* 
loith iiom olio of his inside pookil'. a key allaobcd 
to a thread, .md imlovking his dooi lie made nu 
oiiUr. 

It was a lilvU whiU*>\Nri‘^lud rofnn, with a table 
in tin* ^.iiitn*, SIX oliaiij*, and a k ilcboii onplmanl 
elo.se to the wall. 

“I am going to wake up my wile,” he saul; 

‘ ihiii I am going down to the cellar tn iVloli's.onK! 
vine; il iluosn’t keep hero.” 

1I(. approafhed (»ne of the two ibiors which 
Gpriicfl out ol this apattinctU, and (‘xolaimed 

“liluclto! ninetto*” niiieltc did not reply, lie 
called out in a louder tone .—“llhutte ' IllueUct''' 

Ihen knocking af the paitition witli his hst, he 
growled ”\Vill you wake up in God’s iiaincj*” 

Jfe waited, gluikl his ear to the Jvi»y-liole, amjl 
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mutk'U’d,, in m t nliner loiio : — “Tooli ! if slic 
asifr]), slu; must hr k*l .^kcp! Til ;;o anil tno 
wiix*; wait a mnjjlc of iniiiulcs fi>r mo.*^ 

lie clisappiMiul. I .^at dow'ii and luatlc llic l»osl*oJ 
It 

WIint Inil 1 coino i(» llii.s nlace lor ? All of a 
sudden, I j^ave a start, for 1 iiaaid people tnlkiVip; 
in low tones, aiui moving ahoiit (|uietly, almost 
noiselessly, in tlic room where the wile slept. 

Dtuee take it I Had I lallen into some cursed trap ? 
Why liail this woman— this niucttc— -not been 
awakened by the haul knocking ol her husband a: 
the doorway leading into her rc»om; could it have 
been merely ft signal convi ying to accomplices ; -• 
''There'saniousciii the trap! Tin going to look out 
to pievcnt him escM])ing. . Tis lor you tod<^ the rest.'' 

Certainly, there was more stir than bclore now’ in 
the innei room; J heard the <looi opening Irom 
within. IMy heart throbbed. I retreated towards 
the further end of the apaitment, saying to mysell • 
“I must make « fight of it!** and, catching hold ol 
the back of a chair with both hands, 1 pieparcd lor 
a desperate struggle. 

The door w’as half opeed, a hand appeared winch 
kept it ajar; then a head, a man’s head covered with 
a billycock bat, slip]>ed through the folding doors, 
and 1 saw two eyes staring hard at me. Then so 
quickly that 1 had not time to make a single move- 
ment by wa}' of defence, the individual, the suppo.s- 
ed criminal, a tall young lollow» in his bare leet 
witli Ins shoes in his hand, a gooddooking chap, I 
nni.^t admit — half a gentleman, in fact, made a dash 
for the outer door, and rushed down tlic stairs. 

I resumed my seat. The adventure was assuming 
a humorous aspect. And I waited tor the Imsbalid, 
who took n long time fetching the wine. At last, 
J heard hit* coming up the stairs, and the sound 
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of in> tiiiido nu* Inu^li, with one ol 

suJilai^" laughs winuh il i‘ haul to tcstiain. « 

Ilf entered uilh two 1)‘»tllcs in hit? hands, Tbon 
ht flaked me : — 

^ *‘'Js my wife >tdl iiblo p ^ Vou didn’t hear lu’i 
, si i in iig-*- d id yon ^ * ’ 

i’kncw insliiictivcl}’ that there was an oar pasted 
a|2;ainst the other side o( the partiliou-door, ainl i 
said : — “No, not at all ’* 

And now he rifain c alled olil 

“Pauline!” 

She made no uply, liuid did not oven move 

He eatne hack to me, and exiilauicd - 

'‘Vou see, she doesn’t like me to come home at 
night, and lake a drop with a I’notid.” 

“So then yon believe she was not asleep 

He wore an air of dissalislaction. 

“Well, at anyratc,** he said, “let us have a drink 
together.” 

And immedinlely he showed a disposition to 
empty the two bottles one after tli(‘ other witliour 
more ado. 

This time d did display some energy. When 1 
had swHallowcd one glass 1 rose up to leave. He no 
longer spoke of accompanying me, and with a suf- 
len scowl, the scowl of a common man m an angry 
mood, the scowl of a brute whose violence is only 
slumbering, in the direction of his wile’s slopping 
apaitment, he muttered : — 

“SlieTl have to open that door when you*ve gone " 

I ilarcd at the poltroon, who had worked hiinselt 
into a fit of rage wiihout knowing why, perhaps 
owing to an obscure presentiment, the instinct ot 
tne deceived male who docs not like ejosed doora. 
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lit h:i<1 tnlkcil ;i?)ont her to mo in tv inlcr 
mt\\ , iissiin-illN', Jir lo In.il lu i . 

lie fXrliiinuMl, as ho shook tht link 4)n« <_ 

M 'an lino ! “ 

A v*»io<.* liko that t»r a woman w.iking j-nt oi 
rojiliotl Irom liohiml llu jfcarUUvm 
‘*l .h » uhat ?** 

“Duln'l \on hear im* voinn.' in 
”N'o, I was as)oi|i‘ I It II. < n- t *' 

' >p<'ji thi' (lotn ! ’ ’ 

“Vo^. wlu*n yotihv ahjiu* 1 'i«*f ’t l..^i lii *»•'" 

hiinjumii' homo lollou*^ at niplu 1.. I’.. !■ \\Uh yon. 

'nitn I look tnyscH c*!i* '-lninl>lniy .i. wi. ilic 
Iho stalls, a-; l)u' other man, ul w )■ 'T>i I h.ul hooii th • 
aci'omplu’o, Inul dono. And, ns i u nmu d my J“’ti 
m‘v toward.^ I^nis, 1 realised ili.d I had pist wit- 
m sSfil 111 this wrotohot] ahodo a sf t in ol the otwinal 
ilfiiiiM whic h IS hcin*^ ru ltd o\«*i\ da\ , nnihv tvi rv 
loiin, and atnony i o\ii\ this. 
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W JI.N l.iiillil luanii'il Ih** W'ido'A 

lie li.ul l>oen in love wilb b«*> 

l<*i ia?.irl y tv II N • .11 ^ 

M l>i,en Ill's IficUil, Ills ol«l c‘«»llOi;c 

ilium. Lv'uillvl w.i'i wiy iouil ol bun, but louiul 
liini i.illiLi .1 ii'iili IK* iifloM ntsfil tu .sny . — "Tbul 
.SoiiMs vsill livwi .set the Seine on luo ’* 

Ulun S 'ui' m. II lied Mdlle. Mjitliilile J)uv.i?, 
I.unlkt was anpn.scd and somewhat ve\ecl, lor he 
had a r»li;;liL Wl^ll.luss for lior. She wa.s the dau;;Ii 
tei ol a n,iohi>om ol his, a letired haherdashci , 
with a ;j<>(r<i hit (^1 money. She wa.s pretty, well- 
in.uuiered and intvllij^ont. She aeeeplcd Somis on 
a\ count ol hi*^ money. 

Then K nillU viieiised hope*. i>| anotlur sort, lie 
hepjan pi\iu;; attv lit loiiv. to lus iiiend’s wile. He wa.-i 
a hiTKi^mui mail, not at all stupid, and also well 
ol! ll'- w i'' louliduU lh.it he would suceeul ; he 
l.uUd. Thui Ih h'll leally in love with her, niid 
he w.is tin' ^oji ul I.>\ai who is undered timid, inu- 
•Unt, ‘and embar.issed by intimaey with the hius 
hand .Mine. S**uiis r.im:ie<l that he Iio k>up,'vr liicavt 
ai'^tliiiiy ou^ by In*- alteulions to hei, and .she 
bve.inu' sim])ly Jiieud. This slate of altai’H 

lasted nine > V (I ' 

NoW| oui Tuoiunui, fAinllet ift'tived a staillin;,^. 
eoinr.iunicaln'U ijom tlu j'oor wajinan. Souris had 
dn*i suddenly nt - ni 'luisr,! of the heart. 

Hl- .i;ol a Un ible -liJn’k, for they were oi the same 
ajie hu< the 'ciy iK*%t moment a sen.satton ol pro 
\iH lo joy, of infinite iclicf, of de)i\"ermice, pctie- 
liate<i Ills body and soul Mme. Souris was liec. 
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Jh- li.itl till* tact, howcvci. to m;ikc Micii a dii-plciy 
oi as tlic occasion i('«|inrccl; lie wailed tor tli? 
j)U)pt*r lijiU' to elapse, and atUiuled to all the con 
vcntioiKil usages. At the end of fifteen mcmtbtf be 
iiiarricd the widow, 

Hift eoiuUiet was regarded as not only natural hut* 
gviKious. Ife liad aett'd like jr good friend and an 
lit»ne.st man. In short, ho was happy, rjiiite happy. 

They lived on terms of the closest conlidcuce, 
Iia\iug from the first uiulersUx^d and apprcciatett 
each other. One kept notliiiiiL; seerel lioiii the otljcr^ 
and they told each other ihcir intuo^t thoughts.' 
l.euillel now lo\ed his wife with a calm, trustlul 
alketion , he loved her iw a tender, dexoted part- 
ner, who IS an C(jual and a eoiilhlanU-. Ihit there 
still liiigeicd in his .soul a dngular and uiiaccouiit- 
ahle grudge against tiie docoaseil Souns, who had 
hoeii the hist to po.ssess this woman, who had had 
the llower ot her youth and of her soul, and who 
litul even robhed her oi her poetic attributes The 
iiKMuoiy ol the dead husband spoiled the happiness 
of the lixing husband , and this posthumous 
je ilousy noxv iKgan to torment l.euillel’s heart day 
and night. 

The result was that he was ;ncc<saiitly talking 
.ihcnit Soul is, asking a IhoU.sand minute and lull- 
mate (puslions about him, and seeking iulormutiou 
us to all his habits and personal eharactenslies. And 
he i>uisued him with itiih-iies even into llie depths 
td the tomb, lecalliiig with sell -satis tact ion his od- 
dities, eiuphasiiig his absiivdites, and pointing out 
Ills defects. 

JCxiTy luimitc he kept calling out to his wiie 
liiun one end to the other ol the house - 
“Hallo, xMathiUlc!** 

•‘Heie 1 am, dear.” • 

“Como and lei us have a chat.** 

She aUva>^s came ovei to him, .smiling, well aware 
that Souris Vas to be the subject ctf tli^ chat, and 
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anxious to gratify licr second husband’s Jiannlcua 
fad. 

“I s.iy ! do you k member lio\r Souris wanted one 
day to prove to mo that small men are always l>ot 
tVr loved thdff big men '** 

I * And he launched out into recollections uutavour* 
tible to the dclnnct husband, w)io Was small* and 
MiscrecUy coinpliineiitary to himself, as <Jie happen- 
ed to be t.dl. 

And grille l.Luilkl let him think that ho was 
qiiilo'^iij^hl ; and slu- hinghed very heartily, tinned 
^Ihc iirsl lius-haiid into ridicule in a pla>d!nl lasluun 
lor the aniusenieut of his successor, Wlio always 
ended hy remarking 
•^Nc\ei miiid^ Soiiris was a mug!’* 

They were happy, quite happy. And Umilht 
never ceased to testify his -unabated attachment Ic 
his wife by all the usual manifestutions. 

Now, one night when they happcnc<l U) he both 
kept awake by the renewal of youthliil aidour, 
keuillct, wlio held his wife clasped tightly in ins 
aims, and had liis lijis glued to hcr^, baid -s 
“TlJI me, darling.’* 

“What^” 

’’Souris ’h-.n’t cimv tu pul the (iUv.sliou was iic 
very— very anioioii', ?” 

She gave him a warm ki&s, as .she muiimued ; — 
“Not so much as you, my duck.” 
llis male vaiuty was llaUered, and he went on . — 
“He must have bccn—rathci a Hat — eh?” 

She did not answer. There was mcci^ly a Sly 
little laugh CD her face, which she pressed dose to 
her husband *s neck, 
lie persisted in h» questions 
”Coine now? Don’t deny th^t he was a tlat— * 
well, I mean, rather aii awkwari^.llort of fellow*'' 
She nodded slightly. • 
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' VW'H, yes, rnllier awkwanl,** 

lie went nn^ 

*'rm SIU 3 he used to weaiv you many a iiighji- - 
isii’t that s»o?** 

This time, site hud an aeccs;> of traukues^, and she 
I'ei lied . — 

"Oh! yes.** 

lie embraced her ome more when she made this 
ackiiowledgemeiit, ujut muniiUK d : — 

**W!iat an a*^s ho was! Voit woic not hapi»y with 
himv** 

She ausweiod 

* .No. He was not alw.iy») joily.” 

Leuillct felt f(uUe delighted, making a loinpari* 
son 111 his own mind between his wile's loiiner situ- 
tion and her presciil <»nc. 

!lc reiiviiiK'd silent for some tim^; then, with a 
Iresh outl)ursl of merit, he said : — 

•''Jell me tins!** 

* Will you Ik quite candid- quite candid with 
me?*’ 

“teiLiiiily, deal.** 

'Well, look lure! I Fun e you never been tempted 
to - to deceive this imbcdlc, Souns?** 

Mine. Leuillet uttered a little ‘*<)h.?’^ in a shame- 
way, and again cuddled her face closer to hei 
husband's chest Ihit he could see that she was 
laughing. 

lie jwisistcd : — 

**Comc now, confess it! He had i licad just 
suited for a cuckold, this blockhead 1 It would 
;i>c so fimiiy! This good Souris! Oh! ' I say, 
.dailing, yqiu •might tell it to mc—only to me!** 
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lit i.iin>ha^iscil the woiiK ‘lo fevlmpf cot*** 

i,\\n that it sho wauted to Miow atiy tajutc when 
<tLvei\id luM Inisbaiid^ he, lAHtillet, would }jflwr<r 
hicti the luini ; mid he qtitvenM uilh joy at the eit* 
lK,H.taUon of thist avov\al, auro that it ^he liad not 
, iKCii Iho \iitnon<; woman she was lu* oonid 
liad net then. 

Hut '^he did not icpiy, latip[)}h>A ince'^saiitl> , as d 
at tht roolk^'tion of ‘^methiiif^iiTihnitely coinir. 

Lenillti^ in his turn, hufM out laughing at the 
notion that ho inii^ht haw made a cu(J(.ohl ol tsoiui^. 
\\ hat .1 good loki * What 1 capital hit ol Inn, to ho 

suit * 

lie exclaimed in a Mnt biolA'ii bv ecuuulsiona 
ol laugbtci — 

*‘Oh! jioor Souiwl poor Somis» Mil jcs, ae 
bad that soit ol head -oh, (xrtaird> lie* had ^*** 

\ud Mine T.ouillct now twisted hetscli uiulei tin 
slu<U, laughing till the tears ah«o*^t eaine into her 

t\rs 

Xiid I.cnillct loptatcd ‘‘Conic, ronless itj urn 
/iss it I Bt candid Voii inii<it know that it cannot 
Ih unpleasant lo me to hoar sin It a tiling " 

7 lien she stnnimicd, still choking with laugh* 
tci ^'\es, Nes" 

Hci linsband prt sse<L her for an anwci. 

“\cs, what' Iwook lure! tell mo c\ cry thing.*' 
She v.*a:> now laughing m a mute subduul la.<h«9n, 
and, raising hci mouth to f.cuillet's cm, which 
was held tow aids her in anticiputiou ol some pleas 
ant piece ol coiifi<iencc, she* whispcicd . *‘Vcs, 1 
ilul (Kcene Inini" 

He felt a cx»ld .sbuti elown hw hack, and utterly 
ditnifoiindcil, be gi«ip<d — 

** You— you — did — 1’cally.-t-*slecdve him ?*' 

She was still under i(te impression that 
' thought the tluug infinity pmsant,. and lephed v 
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> **Vcs really— iciilly '• 

lie was oblij^ccl to sit ui» 111 bed so 
iMiOck he loceutd, holding Ins bieatb, just as 
«#M;efwhelined as if lie had just been told that ha 
(iiekold himself M hrst, he was unable to 
atUCUlate ptO]>crly , then, aftei the lapse ol 3 
luiuute or so^ he merely ejaculated 
•«Ab!'* 

She, 100, had stopped laughing now, realising her 
mistake too late 
Leuillct at length asked 
'And with whoiu>*' 

bhc kept silent, cudgeling hei luain to hiid som/ 
excuse 

11 c lepcatcd his qucstiou . 

“With wliomT* 

At last she snul 
“With a young man “ 

He turned low aids her abruptly, and in a dry 
tone said 

“Well, I suppose it wasn’t with some kitchen 
slut I ask you who was the I ypuug man -do yoa 
uiuleistancP’’ • 

She did not answer. He tore away the sheet 
which she had drawn over her head, and pushed 
her into the middle of the bed, repeating ; 

*'I want to know with what young man— do you 
uiidcstand?” 

Then, ^ she replied with some difficulty in uttering 
the words : 

“I only wanted to laugh.” But he fairly shook 
with rage : — “Whatt How is that? You only wan 
ted to laugh ? So then you were making game ot 
me? I’m not going to be shtishcd with these 
‘isvasions I ask you s^at w^as the 3:ouug lugn’s 
laamef” 
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if 

Slic did not reply, but lay motionless m b*r 
Hi caujfhl hold of her anu And preWd it tightly^ 
^‘1)0 3-0U hear me, 1 say 1 I want you to |jlve ia< 

4 au answer when I speak to yon.** 

Then s1i:> s.aul, in nmxous tones: 

• “I thuik \ou must be mad! Let ai? 

donc!»» 

He trembled nith fury, <^0 exasperated tliat he 
ficaicelv knew wliat ho was saying, and, shaking 
her with all Ins slieiigth, he repeated; 

^'‘Do >ou hcai nic^ do you hear me?" 

She wrenched herself out of hn grasp with a 
sudden moxement, and with the tips ol her hiigeu 
slapped her husband on the nose He entnoly 
lost his temper, feeling that he had been stiuck, 
and angrily pounced down on her 
He now held her under him, bpxmg her carj tn 
a most violent manner,- and exclaiming * 

"Take that-r-and tliat— and that— there you are 
you tiollop, >ou stnimpct, you strumpet I" 

Ihen, when he was out of breath, exhausted Itoui 
bcatingher, hegotup, and went over to the chest 
oT diawets to get bnnsetf a glass of sugared orange 
water, for he was almost ready to faint after bis ix 
eition 

And she lay huddled up in bed, ciying and Jheav 
ing great sobs, feeling that tMfere was on end 
to her happines<$, and that U was all her own latfr. 
Then, in the midst of her tears, she faltered: 
"Listen, Antonie, come here I I told you a lie— 
listen! Vll explain it to you*" 

And now', prepared to defend herself, armed with 
excuses and subterfuges, she slightly raised ^ 
head all tangled under her crumbed nig^it-cap* ' 
And he, Utmlng towards her, drew close to her^ 
at having whacked hcr^ but feeling io^ 
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tuisily till in licari’b M»rc is a bushaml an in 
jL\Iiauslihlc lifiticd 4)7Jint>i tint Momiti uho had 
*(kui\ul hn» pic(lcccs‘^ 0 i, Sdtins 
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T UI' t'omlc (h Tiiimeiin Ind Iinislicd tTie< 4 - 
1111? liiiiisclt lie cast a piitiii^ glance at thr 
lirjjt gWtss, wliuh occupied ni entire panel ol Ins 
(lies^ng room, and smiled 
He \\a *5 rtnll> a line looking, in in still, tlionj;h he 
i\ IS epute grev Tall, slight, elegant, tvitli no pio- 
ucting paunch, uith i scMiitv moustarlie of doubt 
/ul shade on lits thin laco, whieh seemed 1 in ntnqr 
than white, he had piesuice, that “ehie*' in shoifc 
tli.it nide'se nh iblc somcthuig which cstablislies be 
twt'cii two men uioie diftcreiiee than millions 
He mutmuiid ‘ I oiinerin is still ali\c’’* , 

^ \nd he mide his \\a> into the diawiug loom 
wherL Ins eoiicspoiidcnee aw nted him 
OnhistahlCi wheu^ cxcrytlnug had its place, the 
woik table of the gentleman wio newer vxoik* 

thcic uerc a doj^n letters hnig beside tlncc newb 
papws of dilfetent opinions >\iih a i^inglc touch 
of the fingei he e’^posed to \ien all these letters^ 
like a gambler giMng the choice of a card* and he 
seaunca the handwiiting, a thing he ifnl each 
fuuniU^f hefcHC tearing open the ou\ elopes 
It whs foi him a moiticnl of iltjiglitful ea:pectancy, 
ot inquiry ^atid \ agiik} anxid^ t \\ hat did these 



.AIX OVER. 


19 


ni\>lctiouK ]>apef^ biitig him? \Vh.it lUd 
they coutaiu of pleasure, of happiness, ut of gnet 
iic sun eyed them with a rapid sweep oi eye, 
recognising in each cn<;c (he hand that wrote tliLiii, 
^cfct'tiiig them, making two 01 tlitce lots, according 
.to what he expected from them. Ilcie, Incuds, 
IHcie, persons to whom he was iiidilferent; further 
oil, strangers. The last kind alwnys gd\e him 
little uneasiness. What did they waut ftom him t 
Wliat iiaml had traced those curioUs characleis. 
lull of thoughts, pi onuses, or thix^ats? 

''i Ihis day one letter in particular cntiglii his eye. 
It was simple nevertheless, without seeming toT<^ 
veal anything: but he icgaulcd it with dimtUfe 
tude, wiili a .soil oi iiiteinal shi\er. 

Ho thought: — '‘Fiom whom can -it ho? I ccr 
*Utuly know this wiithig,andyet Icatri identity 
it 

He raised it to a Ics'cl with his luce, holding d 
Uihcalely bet wean Ivvo lingers, stiiviiig to read 
ihiougli the cuvjIoi e without making up his nuiici 
tc d|eu it. 

riieii he smelled U, and snatched up irotn liie 
Uble a little magnif>itig glass W'hich he used 111 
studying all the niccttcs of hatidw'titing. He snd« 
dcnly felt utincM \cd. “Who is this from ? This han<l| 
is lahiilUr to me, \ eiy familiar. i must ha\ e oit^v 
r^'ad Its piohiiigs, yes^ very oltcu* But this miiit 
' Jiavc 'been a long, long time ago. \\ ho the iloucc 
.cai it l<e ttum ? Toon * *tw only from .somebody 
nkieing'for money-** < 

And he tore open Uu«*}ettci. Then he read-^ 

“My dear Friend, -You have, wilUout doubt, for- 
gotten me, for it is now tw'cnty-livc years since we 
saw uu;h^othei 1 was young* I am old. When 1 
bade you faicwcl^t quilted Paris in order to tof- 
/tow into the pro\mces my husband, my old lm$* 

‘ hand, whom'^ou used to call *my hospital.* Do 
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you rciiicinbcr him? lie ilJed five years ago, and 
ilbiv*! am returning to Paris to get my daughter 
married, for 1 have a daughter, a bcautitul girl of 
eighteen, whom you have never seen. I inlormcd 
you about her entrance into the" world, but you 
certainly did not pay much attention to so triHing 
an event. 

•*Vou, you are always the handsome l.ornieriu ; 
- so I have been told. Weil, if you still recollect little 
Li.se, whom you used to call Lisoii, come and dine 
this evening with hei, with the chlcrly llaioiiiic dc 
, Vance, your ever failhliil Iriend, who, with some 
emotion, stretches out to ycni, wilhoui coinpl.niiing 
of her lot, a devoted hand, which ytui must clasp, 
but no longer kiss my poor *‘Jaquekt.** 

*‘Lise de Vance.** 

Loimerin’s heart began to throb. He remained 
sunk in his armchair, with the letter on hi.s knees, 
stating straight before him, overcome by poignant 
feelings that made the tears mount up, to * his .vycs ! 

If he, bad ever loved a woman in his liie it was 
this one, little T.i.sc, lise de Vance, whom he called 
•'Cinder-Flower" on account of the strange colour 
of her hair, and the pale grey of her eyes. Oh ! what 
a tine, pretty, charming creature she was, this irail 
llaronne, the wife of that gouty, pimply llaron, who 
had abruptly caiiiod her off to the provinces, shut 
her up, kept her apart through jealousy, through 
jealousy of the handsome Lormeriii. 

Yes, he had loved her, and he believed that he, 
too, had been truly loved. She familiarly- gave him 
the name of Jaqtielet, and she used to pronounce 
that word in an exquisite fashion.- 

A thousand memories that had been effaced came 
haeV. to liim, far off andfsweet Jftnd luelaucholy now. 
•Oiae evening she called on him. on her way home 
Ire in a ball, and they went out for a stroll in ihe 
Boib de Boulogne, she was ih'eveiUng drcs%,^he m 
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hi» ilre.^siiig-jac ket. It was spriiigtiinc ; t^ic 
weather was beautiful. The odour ol her bodice 
balv.ed llir warm air -the olour of her botlicc, and 
the odi.ur oi h?r skin What a dtvme 
night ! When they i cached the lake, as the moon's 
rays fell across the !>ranchcs into the water, She 
began to weep. A little >urprised, he asked her 
why. 

She replied : 

‘*1 don’t know. ’Tis tin* moon and the water that 
have afTceted me l‘.\tiy tune I seo poetic things, 
they seize hold ni my hoait, and I have to cry." 

He smiled, moved hiinsolf, considering her leini- 
iiiiK* emotion charming— the emotion of a poor little 
woman whom every sensation overwhelms. And 
he cmbracod her passionately, stammering : 

'*My little Lise, you arc exquisite." 

What a charming love allair, short-lived ami 
dainty it Ind been, and all over too so quickly, cut 
short in the midst of its ardour )w this old brute 
of a Baron, wlia had carried off hi.s wile, and 
never shown her aftei^vards to anyone! 

Lormciin had forgotten, in good sooth, at the. 
end of two or three mouths. One woman drives out* ^ 
the other so (juickly in Paris, when one is a baclic-^ 
lor. No matter, lie had kept U little chapel for ner 
in his heart, lor he had loved hex alone I He as- 
sured himsell now that this was so. * 

He rose up, and said aloud •'Certainly, I will 
go and dine with her this evening!" 

And instinctively he tamed round towards the 
glass in order to inspect himself from head to foot 
He reflected She must have growjn old un- 
pleasantly, more thq^n I have I" And he felt gratl-* 
fled at the thought of showing himself to her stjfl 
handsome, still fresh, of astonishing her, perhaps 
of filling her with emotion, and makmg her regret 
those bygone days so far, far distant ! 

m * 


, lit tinned liN * tUiilioM lo the olliei letters I hey 
\ «M nOi. ol iiuientarKL 

lit \\h«ilocliv In. Ivcpt lliiiikiji;, ol tills I Inntoni 
V hit w IS bliL hkt now ' How Jininv it v as *10 
mill 111 tills u ty altti twciiU fi\c 3eiis’ xNonln^ 
Ik alone het ^ 

11 iiiuk Ins toilette with Unniinie ei>U4ueti>i 
put eii I white wnsteoit, whnh suited him boltei 
with till lOit, sviit foi the haiidrc«»sei to ^i\c him 
a hi ishiiij^ te'iiuli with the cnititi{> 11011, lot ho In I 
pK*. ivetl his hail I ii'd stalled caiU in oidti to 
siiow Ins e ift mess to sc^ het 

IliL tnst ihmft he saw on eiiteiintc a pielty 
diawins^ loom Ireshil^, fiiimslicd, was his own ih>i- 
ti nt, ail old faded pholoj^raph, dating lioin the dav«i 
ol his gootl fortune, hin^unj on the wall in an 
nUiqne silk liame 

He sit down and waited \ door opeiieil behind 
him Ho lose np abinpth, and, turniiijn round, 
IK hi Id an old woman with white Inn, who 
tended both hinds toveatdb him 
He sci/rd thein, kissed them one altei th» otlie* 
with long, lung kisses, then, lifting up Ins head, he 
gi/td at the weuniii he h ul ]o\ed 

\eb, it was an old lul\, in old lady whom 11c 
did not lecognisc, and who, while she ^niiledj 
seenued Jeady to weep 
He could not abstain from niuiniuiiug 
*'Jt is 3»ou, last ? ' 

She replied ' 

“Yes, It ib I; it ia-1, indeed You would nor 
ha\e known mo, isn’t that sot I ha\c had so much 
s< How — so imieli soirow Sorrow has cou sinned 1113^ 
iite Loeik at me now— or lalher don’t look at me! 
JUit how handsome 3'ou ha\e kept— and 5ouiijf! 

11 1 haa b3 chanec met you in the street, 1 would , 
lirt\o ciiccl, ’Jaciuelct!* Now sit down ond let 
lirst ol all \ja%e a ehnt Xml then I’ll show >04i 
m\ daugbtet, my giowiiup daughter. \ou*ll see 
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how xsbc rcbciiililcs uioa-oi* rather how t roseiiibU* 
her>-uo, it is uot quite that; she is just like the 
^*uie' yl lormer days-^you shall seel But 1 wauled 
tu be alone with you iirst. I feared that there 
'fi’ould be some emotiou bn my side, at the hist 
tnoiuciit. Now (it is all over ; it is past. Tray be 
seated, my Iricud.” 

He sat down beside her, holdiiiu her hand ; * i>ut 
be did not kuoAV what to say ; he did, not kuow this 
woman — it seemed to him’ that ho had never seen 
her before. What had he come to do iu this house ? 
Of what could he speak? Of the loug ago? What 
wa^ there iu common butw*ccn him and her ? lie 
could no longer recall anything to mind in the 

1 >rescuce of this grandmotherly face. Ue eould no 
ongcr recall to mind all the nice, tender tilings 
so sweet,, so bitter, that had assailed his heart, 
some time since, wnen ho thought ot the other, ot 
little Idse, of the ilainty • 'Cinder-Flower. .What 
Ihcu had become oi her, the former one, the oue he 
liad loved? that ivumau of far-od dreams, the 
tiicude with grey eyes, tlie young oue who used to 
ca!l him *'Jaquelct * so prettily? 

They remained side by side, motionless, both 
coiistrained, troubled, pidfcauidly ill at ease. 

Ab they oidy tidkcd in comniosiplace phrases, 
inokeii and slow, she rose up, and pressed the btt{- 
ten cl the bell. 

“I am going to call Renee,** she said. 

There was a tap at the door, theu the rustle 
a dress; next, a youug voice exclaimed: 

'*Hore 1 am, ipamma!" 

Lonneriii remained scared, us if at the siglii 
au apparition. .r:. 

He stammered : • 

* "Good-day, Hademoiiielle." 

Then, turning towards the mother: 

"Oh! it is you! ’• • 

In fact^ it was she whom he bad known in 
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‘by-tfonc (lays, the Lise who had vanished and come'' 
back! In licr he found the woman ho had won 
iweuty-tive years iKfore. This one was , even 
youugct still, fresher, more childlike. • 

He felt a wild desire to open his arms, to clasp 
her to his lieurt again, murmuring in her ear : 
'“Good-day, Lisou ! *' 

A inun-servaiil announced : 

“Dinner is ready, Madame.’* 

And they proceeded towards the dining-room'. 

What passed at this dinner ’ What did they say 
to him, and what could he say in reply t He iound. 
JiiiiiseU plunged in one of those strange dix^itns 
which border on insanity. He gazed at the two 
women with a fi.Ked idea in his mind, u morbid, 
oclf-contradictory idea ; 

“Which is the real one?” 

Tho mother smiled, repeating over and over again : 

“Do you remember?** And it was in the bright 
eye of the young girl that he found again his 
memories of the past. Twenty times he o^he^d hia 
mouth to say to her : “Do you rememberi Lisou? 

^ “ iorgeiting this white-haired lady wlio 

was legarding him wi^ looks of touderne^Sr . 

And yet there were moments when be no lodg^ 
felt sure, when he lost his hoaiT. He could see that 
the woman of to-day was not^exactly the wonian of 
long ago. The other one, the former one, had lu 
her vmce, in her gla^, in her entire being, 
spmethiug which hc'^t^d not find again. And in . 
made pT<migious efforts of, miud to recall his lady > 
lovb, to seize again what ha^ escaped from her to 
him, whnt this resusqjtwted one did not possess. :: 
The tlarounc said*: '‘h 

* You \\ik\e lost yOur did sprighUiuess, my poor 
friend.’* 
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^ ' lie murmured : , • 

‘'There are many other things that 1 have lostr* 

•, IJiit in his heart, touchotl by cmotiou» he felt hia 
old love springing to life once iiiore, like uu 
awakened wild beast ready to bite him. _ 

Tlic young girl went on chattering, and every 
now and then some familiar phrase of her mother, 
which she had borrowed, a certain style of speak- 
ing and thinking, that resemblance ot mind and 
manner which people acquire by living together, 
shook I.onucrin from head to foot. All these 
things i>cuetratcd hint, making the re opened 
wound of his passion bleed anew. 

He got away early, and took a turn along the 
boulevard. But the image of this young girl pur- 
sued him, haunted him, quickened his hemi, in* 
flan^Lod bis blood. Apart from the two women, 
he how saw only one, a young one, the one ol 
former days returned, and he loved her as he Imd 
loved her in by-gone years. He loved her with a 
greater ardour, after an interval of twenty-Uve 
y€Rrs. 

He went home to reWeet on this strange and 
terrible thing, and to thiu)^;^ .what he slunild do. 

But, as he was passing, « wax candle in 
hand, before the glass, tne large glass in which he 
^ had contemplated himself and admired hunseif be- 
^ fore he started, he aaw reflected therer^^an elderly, 
grey-haired man • andTauddenly he recollected what 




Lise. saw' himself ebadiing and handsome^, 
as he had been when . ’be was loved I Then, draw- 
ing the light nt^rer, he looked at himself . more^ 
^osely, ah one inspwts a atfan^ thing 'with a‘ 
inogntfving glass, tracing the wrinkles, discuver. 
ing -tIio% frightful ravages/ which he had not pit- 
eeived till now. 
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« \ik 1 he «it ilovMi, c,ru'»hul it the Mghi of him 
sell, «it the ^ij;ht ni hib lamcut^blt luiijigCi tniuuuir- 
niu 

“All ovci, loiuicniil’* ’ • 


IJ 1 11 11 bOl ND ON \ DROWM D MAN 


Y Ol isk me, inaU\me wlielhcr 1 iim laiighiug at 
}oti? \vw I iiuiot bthcM that i inaii Ikh 
n Ml Ikcii siiutlcn ujlU love no 1 Iuin^ 

IK \ < I lo\ul, 1K\CI * 

What I*! the (alive ot thiv ^ 1 it.ill\ taauut tell 
\iiei lu^c I been uuder the mlhieiiec ol that suit 
ol lutoxicatiou ol the heart which we call lo\e» 
Ncrvci lia\c I hied iii tint dieam, in that exaltation, 
in that htaie ol nmdiiesb into winch the imago ol 
.1 woman casts us I Inic nc\ei been puihued, 
h.iunted, roused to fe\cr-lieit, lilted up to Pan- 
disc b\ the thought ol meeting, oi by the pobsci- 
sion or, a being who had suddenly become for me 
moio debiiablc Ihuu atij good fortune, lucre beau- 
liftil lUnii any other creature, more important tii.ni 
^he whole world » I ha%c iie\ei wept,- 1 hate never 
-udeied, on ateounl of any of you, I have not 
]>isscd my nights thinking of one 'svouiaii without 
eloWng mv eyes I ha\t no experience of waking 
lip with the thought and the memory of her shed- 
ding theit illiiiniucition oit me I Itaxe never known 
tin, wild dospuatiou of hope when she waa about 
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to come, or the (Uviiic of icgict ulun slu 

M'lth iiK, loaMiij^ bchiud Iici iii Uu roofli 
4. dclKate tMloiii of Mokt vuuda and Ikbli 

I 1in\e IIL.VC 1 bun m to\c 

• 1, too, lia\e oUcti n»kcd nij'^U wliy i-s this \iul 

1 can scaicdy tell. Nc\cithclcss, I 
iouiul ‘'omc 1 Cason'S ior it, but they are ol a metti- 
ph\bieal cbaiactcr, and pcihbps you will not i»e 
.iblo to appicoiate them 

I «^nIJpo^t f Nit too much in judgment cm uomrn 
to Nnhiint much to their lascin ilion. 1 vou to 
ioijue me for tins remark. I am going to c\ 
]>lini uhit I mean In cvi^y matuti thc*rt k a 
mill il being and a pli 3 sieai being In order to love, 
it would be Dccqbsaiy ior mo to hnd i harmony be 
twun these two beings, wliub 1 ha\e nevei iouiul 
line has ilw i\s too groat a picdominaiice o\ci the 
othci , sonutmuN the moial, Hinn times the ph) sical 

riic intellect which wc hivc^ a right to leijuirc m 
a wonuii, in ordci to love her, is not the same ns 
Milk mb Ikct It is wore ami it is lefts A woman 
must ha\o a niii d open, dclnitc, scnsilnc, ic- 
liiitd, impressionable She lias no need of iitliot 
i)ow«i or iiiitiatuc lu thought, but she mnst have 
^Lindness, cltganec, tiiidcnicss, coqiietty, and that 
f unity of assimilation which, in a little wbiie^ 
niiscs hei to an ccpialiU' with him who shared her 
life Her ticakd (luauty must be tact, that Wi- 
llo sense v^h is to the mind what iotv*h is tbxbe 
boilv It ftccils to her a thouss^nd little thiiig^ 
contouis, angles, and forms in the the nitclkctual 
cirder. 

\i.iy fieejncnily pretty women have not intellece 
to iori:c spend with their pctsonal charms Now 
the slightest lack of harmony strikes tu^ anul pains 
me at the fir^t glance In friendship, Uns is tiol 
of importance, hnendship is a compact ni which 
oiu faiilv dnidts elcfecls and Vneiits •>Nc may 
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judge otfrieiuls, whether man orwoniaii, take in 
to account the good they possess, neglect the evil 
tliat is in thein, and appreciate their value ex- 
actly, while giving oursdves up to an intimate 
sympathy of a deep and fascinaliug charact^^ 

111 order to love, one must t>e blind, surrender 
oneself absolutely, see notiiiiig, reason on nothing, 
understand nothing. One must adorn the^veak- 
uess as woll as the beauty of the beloved object, 
renounce all judgment, all rodcctiou, all perspica- 
city 

1 am anciapablc df such blindness, and rebel 
against a seauctivcncss not founded on reason. 
This is not all. I have such a high and subtle idea 
of harmony, that nothing can ever realise my ideal. 
Hut you will call me a madman. Listen to me. A 
woinnii, in my o])imoii, may have an exquisite soul 
and a charming body, wituout that body and that 
soul being in perfect accord with one another. I 
mean that persons who have noses made in a ccr 
tain shape, are not to be expected to think in a 
certain fashion. The fat have no right to make 
use of the same words and phrases as the thin. 
You, who Mve blue eyes, madame, cannot look at 
lifo^ and Jud]^ of things and events as if you ha^ 
black eyes. The tehadcs of your eyes ;5hould cor- 
respoud, by a sort of fatality, with the shades ot 
your thought. In perceiving these things I have 
the scent of a bloodhound. Laugh if you like, 

. but' it is so. 

And yet I Imagined that I was in love for an 
hour, for a day. I had foolishly yielded to the in-, 
fiuence of surrounding "circumstances. I had allow- 
ed mvself to be beguiira by the mirage of an aurora. 
Would you like me to relate for you this shoit 
history. • ' 

I met, one evening, a pretty enthusiastic womni 
wlio wanfbd, for the purpose of humonrihg'a po^stic 
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fancv, to spend a night ^\lth nio in ti boat on «i 
liver I nould htivo pit fen ed a loom and a bctf, 
lio\\i\ci, 1 con^enUd to tike lustead the rnoi aul 
the boat 

* U 111 tbo iiKmth oi June. My fair compnntou 
cliubc a moonlight night in ordti to cxeitc her 
imagination .ill the belter 
We had dined at a met side inn, and then we <>et 
out in the boat about ten o’clock 1 thought it 
a lather fooln^h kind of advcntuie, but a^T n*y 
companion pleased me 1 did not bothci myself to>, 
iiiiuh about this I s it down on the scat iaciiig 
het I seized the oar*n, ind oil wo statted. 

1 could not deny tint the ci.cnc was pictuic-yqae 
We glided past a" wooded isk full ol iiightingalos, 
and tiu iiirrent earned iis lapidly over the mci 
coNcicd with silvery tipples The toads iittcicd 
then shiill, monotonous cry, the fiogs cioakcd in 
the grass by the iivci's bank, and the Upp^'^K '’f 
the w’atci as it flowed on made arotind us » kind 
ot (onfused muniiur ihnost iinpciccpiiole, dis- 
quieting, and give vlh a vague sensation of iii\s- 
teiious fcai 

t llie sweet chaim of warm nights and of sticams 
glitteiing in the moonlight penetrate 1 ns It 
seemed bliss to live and float thus, ?nd to dream 
ind to feel by one’s bide a young w ni in syni pa- 
thetic and beautiful 

I was somewliat affected, somewhit agitated, 
somcnvhat intoxicated by the pale biightness of 
the night and the consciousness ol my pioxnnity 
to a lovcl> woman 
"Come and sit beside mc/^ she said 
I obc3ed 
Phe went on 

"Keate some \erscs*for me 
•Thfb appeared to be rather too much. 1 de 
clircd, she persisted She certainly wanted to have 
the utmost pleasure, the whole orchestra ol senti- 

. B 
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iiKUt, fiom llie nioou to the ih>mc.s of poets In 
the end 1 had to yield, and, as if in mockeiy, T 
mited foi her a chaiminj; little poem by J,oujs 
B ouilbet, of which the follow ,uo a few 
Btiophts — • . • 

"I bate the poet who with tearful eye 
Murmuis some name while ga/int;: tow'ulsa staf, 
Who sees no inagir in the earth oi skv, 

Unless Ijzetto or ]Niiion be not far. 

‘The biird who in all Natuic nothing sies 
.Divine, uiildss a petticoat he tics 
\inoioiisly to the branches of the tucs 
Oi nightcap to the grass, m sLarcily wise 
*'ITc has not heard the ctoinal's thni»<ki tone, 
The \ouc of Naluio in lui \aLious nniuls 
AMio ( miiot lioad tlu dim lavnus alone, 

And of no woman dreun *niid whispciin.* woods ** 

I c'rj)i(te«l sonic icpioaches Nolliing of the sort 
She muiramed . 

“How true it is 1“ 

I ictnaiiied stupefied Had she undci^looil ? 

Our boat w^as griiduaTly drawing noaici to Uid 
bank, and got entangled iindci a willowy whiclr 
impcdid it', progicss. I dicw my arm around my 
ioiiif>anion\ waist, and ^er} gently moved iny 
lips towauK liei neck But she repulsed me with 
an abrupt, angiy moccinent • 

“Have done, pray! You arc rude’*' 

1 tiied to diww her towards me She resisted, 
might hold of the tioe, and was near flinging us 
both into the water, I deemc<V the prudent course 
to cease my impoitimitlcs 
Siie said : • 

“I would rather have you capsized, 1 feel so 
happy I want to dieam-^that as so nice 
m a Nhghtly 'malicious tone, she added » 
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>ou rocitcd to tiic jurt tidw“ - ^ 

•. rtgliit 1 became bilcut. 

She weflt on ; « 

^'Cornel now!** 

And I ]i 1 icd tUu oars once more. 

1 he^au to liiid the night long and to see the 
ahsuidity of my conduct. 

My (oiupaniuii said to me . 

"Will >ou make me a promise?** 

"Ve^ What is it?** * * 

"To remain quiet, well-boh ived, and dibcic^l, if 

I permit you ’* 

"What? Say what you mean I** 

^ "Here is what I mean* 1 want to lie down on 
)my back at the bottom of the l)oal with you by 
finy side. But I forbid you to touch me, to cm* 
(biace me*— in short, to— to cjiress me." 

I promised. She warned me : 

**If 3'ou move, 1*11 capsize the boat.** 

\iid then we lay down side- by side, oui nyu 
tinned towards tho sky, while the boat glided 
slowly through the water. We wcie rocked by 
the gentle movements of the sbijjlop. The light 
sounds of the night came to us fiiorc distinjctly* in 
the bottom ot the boat, sometimes causing u.s 
start. Aud 1 felt springing up within me a strangt^, 
poignant emettion, an inhiiite tenderness, <bomo« 
thing Uke an irresistible impulse to open my arms 
ill orddm> embrace, to open my heart in order to 
love, to^ve myself, to , give my thoughts, my 
body, my life, my euUre being to someone. 

My companion murmured, like on^.iu a dream : 

"Where are wet Where are -^e going? It 
seems to ide that 1 am quitting the earth. Hikw 
sweet it is I Ah ! If you loved me— a little ! 11 ** 
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^My hcait hcj^an to tlirob. I had no answer to give. 
It scctiK'd to me that I loved her. I had no longer 
any \iokiit dcsiiv. 1 Iclt happy there by her side, 
and that was enough for iiu*. ' ’ T 

•\uil Ihiis we nnimincd for a long, long time with- ^ 
out stilling. We caught each uthcT’s luimls; some' 
delightiul force rendered us motion less, an un- 
Known force istrouger than ourselves, an alliance, 
chaste, intimate, absolute ol t)ur jicrsons lying 
side by .side which belonged to each other without 
touching. What was this ? How do I know. Uove, 
]>erhaps ^ 

Idttle by little, the dawn npcared. It was three 
oVlock in the iiiorning. Slowly, a great brightness 
sjnead over the sky. The boat knocked against 
something. 1 losc "up. We had come clusf* tc a 
tiny islet. 

/hit I remained rnvi.shed, in a state of ceslacy. in 
front of us stretched the shining liimament, red, 
rosy, violet, spotted with fiery clouds resembling 
golden vapours. The river was glowing with pur- 
ple, and niree houses on one side of it seemed to 
be burning. 

1 bent towards my companion. 1 was going to 
say, 'k)h! look!” Ilut I held my tonpie, quite 
dazed, and I could no longer see anything except 
her. She, too, was rosy, with the rosy flesh tiuid 
with which niu-st ha^ve mingled a little the hUe 
of the sky. Her tresses wett fosy; her ©yes were 
^ rosy; her teeth were ros}-; her dress, her laces, her 
* smile,, all were rosy. And in truth, I believed, so 
overpowering was the illusion, that the aurora wa?k 
there, before me 

She rose softly to her feet, Iioldinfg, out her lips 
to me; and 1 moved towards her, tl^blitig, .dc* 
lirious, feeling indec^that I was going to kiss 
Hca\cn, lio ^his happiness,*^ kiss a dream which 
; had become a woman, to kis^^Qie ideal which had 
dv’se ended into human , 
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hh<. *>aKl to UK‘ . "Vou have a cateipill.ir in )OUi 
» lioir.” AikI .suddcnl3- I felt tnyscU bcconuug aA 
f b^d lobt all Uoi>e in life 
‘Tfiat In all inadanic It id puiile, ‘'illyi wtupid. 
But 1 am sure tliat since that iX^i}’ it would be im- 
possible foi me to l()\c \nd 3*ct— who can tell/. 

[The 3oun^ muu upoo whotn this lettci wan 
found was >cslcidav taken out ol the Seine he* 
twecii Bougie al and Maily \u obligiui; barge* 
man, who had seaulicd ttic pocketb lu order to 
asceiliiii the name of the deceased* hiought thi*» 
pujici to the author] 
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W U were Lhatting in the sniokiiig-rooia n* 
diniici at which only men were piCs^l^tf 
talked about unexpected legacies, btiaiigc tmieri^ 
tances Then M Ic Bruiucut, wdio was btuiielimeu 
called *'thc illubtrious master/’ and at olhci timcb 
the **illubtrioub ad\Qcatc,*Veftmc and stood with 
hi$ back to the hre. * • 

*‘l have,” he said, *‘just now to search ioi aa 
ncii who disappeared under peculiarly terrible cir» 
cumstances. It ib one of those simple tiud leiociott» 
dramas of ordinary life, a tiling which possibly 
happens every day, and wh1ch4^ iu\eitheless ona 
of the most dreadful things 1 kiaow Here the 
fa^ts : • 

'^Nearly six months ago 1 got a message to come 
to the side of a dying w'otidin. She <iaid to me : 
'Monsieur, I want to entrust to y^u the most 
- delicate, the most difficult, and the most weansouiC' 
mission that can* be conceived* ’ tfe good enough 
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to taki* cogni/«viKe of nw will, uhidi is llierc oi> 
ilic tiililc. \ sum of five tliousaiul fiaucs is Icil 
to you as a ftc* if you do not auccccd, and a biincil^'u] , 
tlioiisand fi. lilts il you do succeed. I want to ha^' 
Illy son found after my death ’ 

“She asked me to assist her to sit up in the bed, 
jLii oidei that slu might be able to speak uith 
gieatci t.ise, for her voice, bioken and gasping, 
was gm^liug in hei tin oat. 

“1 bdw that 1 was in the h6ttsc ol a \ei} iich 
pel sun The luxurious apartineut^ with a (citaiu 
uimpluity in tits luxiiTy, was upholsUud with 
materials solid as tlie walls, and their soft surlacc 
impitited a caressing ^.n&ation, so that e>erv woid 
utteied seemed to penetrate thdr silent depths and 
to disappear and die theie. 

The dying worn in went on 

'You aie the fiist to hear my hoinblc story 1 
will try to have sliength enough to go on to the 
, end of it You must know everv thing so that you. 
wliom I know to be a kind-hearted man of the 
viorldi should have a sincere desire to aid me with 
all your powei 

'* 'listen to me 

•'*Be£di^ m3 marriage, 1 loved a 3’ouiig man, 
whose suit \v.is> icjceled by ray family because nc 
utes not ikh enough. Not long afterwards, 1 mar« 
ried a iliau of great wealth. 1 married him through 
jgnorance, through obedience, through indifferent Cj 
us young girls do marrv. , 

** had a child, a bov'. My husband died in the 
course of a few years. ' * 

'‘•Tie whom I bad loved bad got manned, in his 
ittm. When he saw that 1 w»as a widow, ho WWW 
v^crui^hed by horrible grief at knowing he W|W uot 
'(ree. He came to see me; he w^)t and sobbdft ^0 
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bittLi1\ bcfoio inv o>cs lhal it wa'^ enough to break 
my heart He at came to see me as a liicud. 
Peih ips I ought not to ha\c seen him \\ Uni would 
«s5 have ^ I was alone, so sad, su solitary', so 
\iil I lo\cd him still. What bullcr* 
iiigs wc women have to endure* 

*I had 0UI3 linn 111 the woiltl, my paicnts also 
heiiig dead. lie came frequently; he &i)ent \\liole>f 
evenings with me 1 should not ha\e let luui come 
so often, seeing that he was matrted. But 1 had 
not enough of will-power to prevent linn from com 
mg. 

“ *IIo\\ am I to, tell >011 what next happened^ 

‘ He became ray lover. How’ did thie 

come about? Can I explain it? Can anyone ex- 
plain auch things? D you think it could be oihe.- 
w*ise when two human beings .aie drawn towards 
each other by the irresistible fouc ol a passion by 
winch each of them is possesswH J)o you believe, 
monsieur, tliat it is ahva>s in oiii power to lesist, 
that wc can keep up the .stiuggle foi ever, and re- 
fuse to v'leld to the prayers, the supplications, the 
teais, the ficnzied woids, the appeals on bended 
knees, the transports of passion, with which we 
wc arc pursued by the man wc adore, whom we, 
^want to gratify even in his slightest wishes, whotti^ 
Ve debiic to crown with every possible happiness^, 
and whom, if vve are to be guided by a worldly ^ 
code of honour, we must diive to despair. Whaft 
stren^h would it not retiuirc? What a rennneia- 
tien <n happiness t what self-denial i and even wbat^ 
virtuous seltibhness 

** short, monsieur, 1 was his mistress ; and 1 
was happy. 1 became— and this was my greatest 
weakness and my greatest piece of cowardice— I o6- 
came his will’s 11 tend. * 

‘We brought up my sou together ; we a 
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inaJi of liiiii, a thorough tiinn, intelligent, full ot 
scu."vt‘ and rrsolntion, of large and generous ulcaa. 
Tho boy ivMched the age of seventeen. 

“ ‘lie, the young man, was fpiid of my ~my urC^i'T*^ 
almost as foiid of him as 1 was my. ‘it If, for he hud 
been e(|mi11y ehcrished and cared lor by both of us. 
He ii.scd to call him his ‘dear friend/ .and respected 
him immensely, having never reeeived from him 
aiiylhiijg but wi.sc coiin.sel.s, and a good example ot 
lectitude, honour, and probity. lie looked upon 
liim a.s an old loyal and devoted comrade of his 
mother, and n sort of moral father, tutor, protector 
-’•how am I to describe it ? 

“ ‘Perhaps the reason why ho never asked any 
questions was that he had been accustomed froiii 
his eailicst years to see this man in the house, by 
his side, and by my side, always concerned about 
us both. 

“ ‘One evening the three of us were to dine to- 
gether (these were my principal festive occasions), 
and I waited for the two oi’ them, asking myself 
which of them would be the first to arrive. ' Th^ 
dooi opened ; it was my old friend. I went towards 
Uiin, with outstretched amis ; and he drew his lips 
towards mine in a long, delicious kiss. 

“ 'All of a sudden, a sound, a rustling which was 
barely audible, that mysterious sensation whieh 
indicates the prcscuee of another person, made us 
Atari and turn round ivith a quick movement. Jean, 
my son, stood there, livid, staring at iis. 

“ 'There was a moment of atrocious confusion. 1 
drew hack, liolding out my^ hand towards my son 
as^if ill supplication ; but I could sec hipi no longer, 
lie had gone. . - 

‘“We rqmaiii^d facing each other — my love and 
l--crushed, unable to utter a word. I sank down 
on all arm-chair, and I felt a desire, a vagitc,. 
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l^ivAtoiful (lesilc to fly, to ^yo gut iutb the uigbt, * 011(1 
to (iisappcar fur ever. Tiicii, voiivulsivc sobs roi^ 
up ill iiiy Uiro;it, and I wept, shaken with spiiftitis^;^ 
\vi,th iny heart tom asunder, all niy nerves writli- 
iiy with the horrible sensation of an irrenicdiubhi 
uusfortdlic, and with that dreadful sense of shauid 
whivh, in stich moments as this, fulls on a mothet's 
hCAtt. 

“ ^Hc looked at me in a seared fa^?llioll, not ven- 
turing to approach ine or to speak to me or tc 
touch me, for fear of the boy's return. At last lie 
said : 

y “ *l am going to follow him— to t.ilk to him — to 
explain matters to him.In short, 1 must sec liiin an;d 
let him knew — 

“ 'And he hurried way. 

** 1 waited— I waited in a distracted frame of:; 
mind, trembling at Ihc' least sound, convulsed wiln ' 
terror, and filled with .some unntlcrably strange an4 
intolerable emotion by every slight crackling of tlii^. 
fire in the grate. 

*1 waited for an hour, for two hours, feeling my , 
lieart swell with a dread 1 had never before ex- 
perienced, ^uch an anguish that I would not wish 
the greatest criminals to have ten minutes of .such 
misery. Where was my son ? What was he 4lping I 

/ '“About midnight a messenger brought a note] 
from my lover. 1 still know its contents by heart if 

*' 'Has your son returned ? I did not find him.' 
am down here. 1 do not want to go up at tUt$ 
hoar.' 

" 'I wrote in pencil on the same slip of paper : 

'* 'Jean hdii not returned. Yon must go and find 

him/ ^ rr 

Wf . 

“'Atid I remained all fiight in the armchair^ r 
walling for him. ^ ^ 
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'‘»'I Icll ils if 1 wuc mad. 1 longed to 

1m VC to mil wildly about, to roll myself ou the 
fffoutid. And yet 1 did not oven stir, but kept 
waiting hour after hour. AVliat was going to bap*.« 
pen ? I tried to iin.igiiic, to guess. But I could 
form no conception, in spite of my efforts, iu spit#; 
i»( the tortures of my soul ! , 

‘And now’ iny apprehension was lest they inignt 
incel.jWliat would they do iu that ease? What 
would iny son do ? My mind was lacerated by fear- 
ful doubts, by terrible suppositions. 

‘You under.^iUnd what 1 mean, do you not, 
monsieur t 

•• ‘My chambeiinaid, who knew nothing, who un 
' derstood nothing, was coming in every moment, 

» believing, naturally, that I iiad lost my reason. 1 
>“Seiit her away with a word or movement of the 
liand, 81ic went for the doctor, who found me in 
the throes of a neiToiis fit. 

“ ‘I was put to bed. f got an attack of brain 
fever. 

“AVhai 1 regained consciousness, after a long ill- 
ness, T saw beside my bed my — lover — alone. 

“ ‘1 exclaimed : 

“ ‘My son ? AVherc is my son ? 

‘' ‘He replied ; 

“ 'No, no, I assure you every effort lias been mad-s 
by me to find liim, but I have failed. 

“ 'Then, becOtning suddenly exasperated and even 
:tid*'gnant— for women are subject to such outbursts 
of unaccountable and unreasoning anger, I said : 

“ *I forbid you to come iiearme or to see me again 
unless you find him. Go away ! ‘ 

1. He didego away. 

** *1 have never seen one or the othei: of theih 

• * . ■ 
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since, monsieur, niul thus I have lived for the last 
twenty year*? * 

*'Cau you imap;iiie what all this meant to me? 
Can you uiiderstaiid this monstrous pumshment, 
this slow, petpetuni laceration of a mother *s heart, 
this abomitiahle, endless waiting V Kndless, did J 
sa> ? No ; it is about to end, for 1 am dying. 1 am 
dying without ever again '^eein<T either of then*— 
either one or the other I 

'* ‘Tie— the man 1 loved -has written to me every 
dav for tlie last twenty years* and I— I have never 
coii<-cntcd to sec him, c\eti loi a second, for I had 
a stiaiij»c feeling that, if he came hack here, it 
wouU be at that vciy moment my son would again 
make his appearance* \h\ my son! my soni is 
he dead? Is he living^ \Vheie i.s he hiding? 
Over there, jicrliaps, at the olhei side of the ocean, 
in some countiy so lai awa 3 ^ that even its very 
name is unknown to me! Does he ever think ot 
me? Ah* if he only knew! flow cruel children 
are! Did he understand to what fiightfiil sufferings 
he condemned me, into what depths of despair, int ^ 
to what tortures, he east me while 1 was still in til 2 jr 
pi line of life, leaving me to suffer like this even to 
this inomeut, when I am going to die— me, tMW 
mothei, who loved him wnth all the violence 
mothers love! Oh! isn't it ciuel, cruel? i 

“ 'You will tell him all this, monsieur -wilf yoi 
notf You will lepcat for him my last words . 

'* ‘My child, my dear, dear chUd| be less liars'i 
towards poui w'omcn* Dile is aWady brutal mid 
savjagc enough in its dealings with them My de<ir 
son, think of what the existence of your pocr 
motnei has been ever since the day when you let*. 

Mjr dear child, for«ve her, and love her, now 
she IS dead, for she bad bad to endure the most 
penance ever inflicted on i v^oman/*' ' 
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"She gasped for breath, shuddering, as 
addKSScd the last words to l»cr sou, and as if he 
stood by her bedside. 

Then she added : 

" ‘\'ou will tell him also, nioiisieur, that 1 neve? 
again saw— the other,* ’* 

"Once more she censed speaking, then, in a 
hrokoii voice, she said : 

*' *Leavt nic now, I beg of you. I want to die ill 
alone, since they arc not with me.* ’* 

I^failrc Do Dniment added : 

"And 1 left the house, iiicssieurs, crying like a 
fool, .so vehemently, indeed, that niy coachman 
turned round to stare at me. 

".And to think that, every day, heaps of dramas 
like this are being enacted "all around us. 

"1 Imve not found the son— that son— well, .sav 
what you like about him, Imt 1 call him that 
criminal «oul** 


o 



T un liottl gtRsU slouly ciitiicd ihc diuitlfi-tuom, 
Hid '^nt tlovMi in then places. The wnitoib Ik* 

^ HI to atUiid on tluni in a ]cisiircl3 I islii »n so as 
to enahlc tho^c who uiu 1 ite to aiiivt, .ind so a** 
to a\oid hiingni^ huh the di^lies, and the eld 
batners, the liahiMs, those whose senon was id- 
\ iiiciiiR, ga/xd with inkiest tow aids the doo\ 
v\hciic\ci it opened, with a desne to see new faces 
appeal mg 

This Is the piuieijial distiaetioii ol hcalUt-tesorts 
People look loiwaid to the dinnei-hoiu in ortlci to 
nispeel each di>S new iiiivaK, to iiiid out who 
they aic, what they do, iind wlnt they think. A 
\agne longing spiings up in the mind, a longing 
for agueahle meetings, foi pleas iiit •uquaintniiees, 
pciinps foi lovc-advciituus In tiu hie* ol elbow’- 
iiigs, not onl3 tlio-.o with whom we come into daily 
eoiilfict, hut stiaiigei*), as nine an evticine im])or - 
aiKC Curiosity ib aroused, sympatln is ready to 
L\hihit lUelf, and soe lability i» the otdc r of the day. 

\V"c chcribli antipathies for a week and fneiulbhips 
for a month , we see other people with different 
c>c^, when \\t view thorn thiough the inciliuin v»l 
the anjuaiiitauceship that is brought about <it 
health-icsoits We discover in mem suddenly, ait'ir 
an hour’s cliat, in the evening after dinner, auilex 
the trees in the park where tho generous spring bub- 
bles up, a high intelligence and astoni.sh{ug merits, 
tird a n.oiitli .iftcrwtfrdb, we have completely fot- 
gotUu these new friends, so fascinating when we 
nrst met them. 

Tbe|c also are formed lasting and serious tieb 
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more quickly than anywhere else. People see each 
ollfer e*'ery day; they iMscome acquainted very 
quickly; and with the hffcction thus originated :s 
mingled something of the sweetness and seif* 
ahandoiimeiit of long-standing intimacies. We 
cherish in after years Ihe dear aiid tender memories 
of those first hours of fiiendship, the memory of 
those first conversations through which \vc have 
))ccii a))le to ttnveil a soul, of those first glances 
wl’iih interrogate and iteSjpond to the questions and 
secret, thoughts which tlie mouth has not as yet 
nttdved. the meiimry of that first cordial confidence, 
the nioir«n*y of that delightful sensation of opening 
our Ik ails to lliose who aio wiHing to open theirs 
to ns. 

And the melancholy of health -resdrts, the monot- 
ony of days that are all alike, help from hohr to 
lioiii in tins rapid development of afliction. 

\Voll, this evening, us on every other evening, 
we aw’aited the appearance o£ strange faces. 

f)nly tw’o appeared, Iml vci-y remarkable looking, 
a man and a ivomaii-^father and daughter. They 
innncdiatcl}' produced the same elfect on my mind 
as some of Kdgar Poc’s’i characters ; and yet theiv 
was about them a charm, the charm associated with 
jni.sfottunc. 1 looked upon thcni as the victims cl 
•fatality. The man was very tall and thin, rather, 
stooping, with hair perfectly white for his compara- 
tively youthful physiognomy; and there was in hi4 
hearing, and in liis jicrson, that austerity peculur, 
to Protestants. The^ daughter, .:jyho.’was probatjfy 
twenty-four or twenty-five, ivas sipall in statue, and 
was also very thin, veiy' pale, and she had tht?‘ 
air of one who was worn out with utter lassi- 
tude. We meet people liko this from time to- 
lime, who seem too weak for the ta.sks tha 
‘needs of daily life, itoo weak to move abemt, to 
walk, to do hfl that we do every day. This young .4 
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git] was \ery piclty, with the diaphanous beat^ty 
ot a iihaiitom ; and Nhe ate with extreme slowness, 
as if she were iiIiiionI incapable of moving her 

It Snubt have been bhe assuredly who had com*' 
to lake the waters. 

They found thcinschcs facing me at the 
bite side of the table, and I at once noticed t£at 
tue iatliei had a \ciy smgulai and nervous spasm/ 

hvoiy time he wanted to reach an Object, hia 
hand made a lioukdike lUQTcmeut, a sort of iuegtf^ 
lar /igzig, befoie it succeeded in touching what 
it was in search of; and, after a little while, this 
action was (SO vvcaiisome to me that 1 tuiucd aside 
my head in order not to see it. 

I noticed, too. that the young girl, dining meals, 
woie a glove on her left hand. 

Alter dinner I went for a stroll in the paik of 
the theimal establishment* This led towards tha 
little Auvergiicre of Chatcl Gu>on, hi I 

ikn in a gorge at the wt of the high mountatti, 
of that mountain from which flow so many boib 
ing '.prings, arising fioni the deep bed ot extinct 
volcanoes 0^< r there, aboce us, tne domes, which 
had once bicn craters, i.iisrd their mutilated 
heads on the summit of the long cUain. For 
Chdlel Ou>ot i> .situated at the spot wheie the 
region of domes beginfc?. 

Bcyoml it, stretches mit the i eg ion ol peaks’, and 
furlnei on again the region of precipices 

'llic '‘ruy de Dome** is the highest of the domes, 
*lhe Peak of Sancy is the loftiest of the peaks, 
and Cfiiital fs the most precipitous of these moun- 
tain-heights. 

This evening it was very warm. I 'walked "np 
and down a sliady path, on the 'side of the monn* 
tain overlooking the park, listening to thc^ 
ing stiaitts ol the Casino band. « 

^ And 1 saw the father and daughter advancing 



44 


THK SPASM. 


sh^vly in my (lirccticni. ! /saUitrd Uioin, ns \vc ai^ 
iitcusloiiutl to salute our hotel eoinpaiiions at 
litMlth n^oils ; niul llu:: iiiaii, eoiuini; to a siuklvu 
liiiH, Said to me : 

•*C(mld you not, monsieur, point out to tis a 
short walk, nice and cjI-v, if that is possible? aji'l 
p.xcnsc my iiitni'^ion on you.*' 

I offered 'to show them the way towards the val- 
ley throii^jh which the little river flowed, a deep 
vnllcy forrainf? a pforgo between two tall, craggy, 
uooded slopes. 

They ^'ladly accepted my oJfer. 

And we talked, naturnlly, about the virtues ol 
the waters. 

**Oh!**hc said, “my daughter has a stiang^ 
malady, the seat c»f which is unknown. She suf- 
fers fiom ineompreheusilde nervous disorders. At 
one time, the iIikIcm^ think Vshe has an athtek of 
heart disease, at another time, they imagine it ifj^ 
some affection of the liver, and at another time 
the.^ declare it to he a disease of the spine. To- 
day, her condition 'i.< attributed to the stomach, 
which is the great caldioii and regulator of the. 
body, Ih.at I’rolcaii isouue of di'-eascs with a 
thousand foims and a llioiisaiid susceptibilities^ to 
attack. This is why we have come hero. For 
tny p.ut, I am rather iueliued to think it is the 
nerves. In any case 'it is very sad.*’ 

Immediately the remembrance of the violent 
spasmodic inbvcment of his baud osme back 
my mind, and 1 asked him : 

*'Bul is this not the Jesuit of heredity? .Arc not 
your owu nerves somewhat affcctccU** 

lie replied calmly ; * * 

Oh! no— my nen’o; have always h^n 
\eiy steady. “ 

Then, sudeujy, after a pause, he went on : 
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'*.\h{ You arc to lh€ spasm in 

liauii every lime T want to reach for aiiylliing? 
This aiisi's from a Icrrihle expoikiicc which 1 had., 
lust imagine! this daughter of mine was actually 
buried 'auve ! ’* 

1 could only give ultcrancr to the word “Ah!” si 
great wcie my astonishment and cuiotiou. 

# * « 

He cunlitiupd : 

^ *'lloi-e is tile story. It is simple. Juilette hud 
been subject for 'some time to serious attacks of 
the heart. We believed that she had disease oi 
/that organ, and we were prepared for the worst. 

“One clay she was carried into the house cold, 
lifeless, dead. She had fallen down uncon.scions in 
the garden. Tlio dextor ccrtiUecl that life was? ex- 
tinct. ! watched by her side for a day and twj 
liights. 1 laid her with niy own hands in 
cottlni which I uccutnpanied to the cemetery, wher»? 
she was deposited in the family vault. It is situ- 
at%Kl in the very heart of Lorraine. 

“1 wibiied to have her interred with her jewels, 
bracelets, necklaces, ring'', all pref vents which sh*; 
h.id got from iiit-, and with her lirst ball-dress on. 

''You may easily imagine the stale c»f my uiind 
ill which I was when 1 returned home. Slic was 
tUt; only one I hud, for my wife liad been dcacl for 
diauy years. 1 found my way to my own apart- 
ment in a ball' distracted condition, utterly exhaus- 
.tftd, and 1 ^uk into an casy-chair, without the ' 
capacity to pu the strength to move. I vvas 
aotning belter n<nv than a suffering, vibtating 
machine^ a human being who had, us it were, beea 
flaycd.,.alive ; my soul .was like a living wouncL 
“My Old valet. Prosper, who had assisted me ill 
placing Juliette in her coflin, and preparing her 
for her last sleep, entered the room iiois'Aessly, ami 
asked ; 
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••'Does monsieur want anythiup:?* 

“I merely shook iun head, l»y way of answiiu;^ 
‘.No.» 

“He ui:iicl, 'Monsieur iji wioiij;. He will brinp: 
some illness on himself. Would monsieur Itkc me 
U* put him to bed?* 

“F aiisweied ; ‘No! let me alone I* 

“And he left the rtH>m- 

“I know not how inuny hours slipped away. Oh ^ 
what a nipihl ! what a nifjht! U was cold. My 
tire liad dieil out in the huge giatc: and the wiud, 
the winter wind, an ity wind, a huriicane accoiii* 
paiiieil t)y frost and snow, kept blowing agaiUSt 
the window with .i sinister and regular noise. 

“How lunnj' liouis slipped away? There I vvaj 
vvitiunit sleeping, powerleti^, crushed, luy eyes wide 
op>iiu, my leg*- .stretched out, iny l>ody hnip. iniuii* 
mate, afid my mind torpid with despair. Suddeu* 
ly, the gfvat bell of the entrance gate, the great 
liell of the vestibule, uing out. 

“F got such a .shock that my chaii i i.K!.cdTuider 
;mo. The .solemn, ponderous .sound vibrated 
Ihiough the vinpls t'liate.iu as if through a vault. 

! turiu-d round to see what the hour was by th»* 
, elock. It was just two in th© morning. .Who 
cotud be coming at such au hour! 

“And abruptly the bell rang twice. The ser- 
vants, wHhont dituht, were afraid to up. 1 
tcx>k a vvaK'tniidle .and detrended t^ .^Uir.s. I was 
on the point of aching ‘Who is tlu!tet> 

“Tlicn, 1 felt .'i.shanied of weakness, aud I 
slowlv’ opeiUnl lhc.liugc iloor. 5ly heart was tbtt>b< 
hing 'wildly; I was nighteyod; I hurriedly ^ drew 
back the iliVu', and in the lUukuess 1 distinguished 
a white figuie, standing cnx't, .souu thing that re^ 
seiobled an apparition. ^ ' 

; •“! rc\ oiled, pclnlitd with horror,*^ faltciiug : 
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‘Who — who— v»ho are you? 

"A voice replied : 

“ *Tl is I, father.* 

“It was niy daughter. 

‘*1 really thought I must he mad, aiuM retreated 
backwards iK-forc tli’s aclvnuciiig spectre. 1 kept 
moving aw^ny, inakiag a sign wfih my hand, as it 
to drive the phantom away, that gesture which 
you have noticed— that>ga(stilic of wliich since Hu ll 
1 liavc never got rid. 

*' Do not I.K* afraid, papa; 1 am not dead Stunc- 
body tiled to steal my rings, and cut oiu of nw 
fni^er.s, the blood began Id How, and Ibis naniin.i- 
Icd me.’ 

“And, ill fact, I couW see that her liand wi^ 
rt»veicd with bUxxl. 

V 

“I fell Oil my kuees, tboking with sobs, mid 
uitli a rattling' in my tliroal. 

“I’lu n, when 1 had somewhat oollecUil 4riv - 
ruuiiglits, though T was still so much dismayol 
that,! .s<Micoly realised the gruesome goiKl-lortuno 
that had fallen to my lot, I made her go up to my 
loom, aud sit down in my easy chair; then 1 r?itl 
' cxoilodly for I*i»»spc‘r to get him to light the tire 
again and to get her some wine ami syinniou tfic 
rest of the servantes to her asnistaucc. 

“The mau •entered, slaVed at my daitghler, opentd 
his mouth with. « g^isp of alarm and .stupefaction, 
niid tlieu fell buck inaeuslble. 

“It was he wjiia had opened the vault, and who^ 
had mutilated, ana then abandoncdi my dau^tei'^* 
for lie could not cITnee the traces of the theft, Hd 
had not even taken Ihe trouble to put back Hie 
epffin ino Its place, feeling sure, besides, that ne • 
•would not be snspoct«l by me, a.s 1 completely 
Jnnisted him. • 
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^'You scf, monsieur, that we are very uniia}>i»y 
I»eople ** 

* # > 

IIci sto})jlC<l. 

The iii^ht lia<l falKn, easting its shadow.; over 
the desolate, mournful valo, and a sort of myster- 
ious fear passcssed me at finding m>l>cU by th© side 
of those .strange beings, of this young girl w!io 
had ro;nc bnek from ll)e tomb, and Ihi.s fnthei wit'i 
his uiieann\' spasm. 

I found it impossible to make any coinuienl on 
this dreadful stor^'. 1 only munnured ; 

*‘\Vhat a horrible thing!*’ 

Then, alter a miuute’.s silence, I added : 

“Suppo.se vve go back. 1 think it is getting 
cold . * * 

And ue made (»ur way back t(» the lu^tel. 


A PT’FJ,. 


T lllv war waa over. The Ciermans occupied France 
The country wois panting like a ■wrestler 
lying under the knee of his successful opjwnent. 

' *J‘he first trains from Pniis, alter the city’s long 
agony of famine ami despair, were making their 
uay to the new frontiers, slowly prtssiiig through 
the countty districts and the villages. The passeti-* 
jjers gazed through the \>dndo\vs at the ravaged 
fields and burnt hamlets. •Pnit;.sian soldiers^ in 
their black liclinets with brass 'spikes, cvere smok- 
ing their Dipes on hoiseback or sitting on chairs 
in front of the houses which were still left stand- 
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inpf. Others M’Cre workitipr or talking jitst as jf 
they WHO tncinhers of the laiuilio^. As you passe'J 
through the different towns you saw entire regt- 
^ nieiiis (lulling in the si|iiares, ami in spite of the 
* runiiile of the carriage-wheels, yon could every 
moment hear tlie hoarse words of eounnand. 

M. Dubiiis, who, during the entire siege, hrl 
served as one of the National Guard in Paris, was 
going to join his wifo and daughter, whom he Ind 
prudently sent away to Swilzcrlaiid before the in* 
vasion. 

FaniiiK* and hardship had not diminished his big 
paunch, so diaractcnstic of the rich, peace loving 
-wcreliant. Me had gone through the terribic 
events of the past year with sorrowful rcsignaliou 
and hitter complaints at the savagery of man. Now 
that ht was journeyitig to the frontier at (he (dose 
of the war, he saw the Prussiain for the lii.st time, 
tillhough he had done his duty at the ramparts, an i 
stauncnly mounted guard on cold nights. 

lie slar(Hl with mingTed P?ar and anger at those 
hcaided, armed men, installed all over I'rencli soil 
if in their own homes, and he felt in his soul 
' a kiml of fever of impudent patriotism even ’while 
he yielded to that other instinct of discretion and 
self-preservation which never leaves us. In the 
.same rompartnicnt, two Ciiglishinen, who had 
come to the ccnintr}* as isightseers, were ga/ing 
ar<u:ul witli looks of stolid curiosity. Tluy weil: 
both also stout, and kept chattering in tlieir own 
language, sometimes referring to the guide-book, 
reading in haul tones the names of the places 
Wicated. 

Suddenly, the '<train stuped at a little village 
station, and a Prussian* ofneer jumped up with a 
great clutter of his sabre on the double footboard 
; Uie railway-carriage, ite was taP, wo^je: a tight- 
fittnig uniformi and bis face bad a very shaggy 
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ar^pcot. His icd liaix seeuicd to be on fire« and hi$ 
Tonjj iiiotistnclic, o1‘ a j>alcr colcMiv, was stuck out 
on holh sides of liis face, wlu'ch it seemed to cut :u 
two. 

The Iviiftlislimcii at once bcq;aii stariiij^ at liiiiit 
with smiles i>f newly-awakened interest, while M 
Dnhuis made a show of reading; a newspaper. He 
sat crniK'lud in a corner, like n tliiof in the pi'e.^ 
(•nr< (ii .1 gciuhinnc. 

The train started again The llnglishmen went 
pn chatting, an<l looking out foi llu txnct scene 
of dilTtTcnl bntlli^. and/ all of a sucUliii, as one ol 
them stu-lclicd (»nt lii< a: in low.ml- ilu lani/on to 
indicale a villa;>. tlic J*u:. i.ni v aiooi uinarkcd 
in French, c* tciuloi** ir loii;.* I*:- .re.d lolliinr 
badv wards . 

"Wr killed n dov.cn r*eiK*hmcn in that village, 
and look more than a linndictl pn^onci- " 

The Fnglishman, (piito intcrostod, iinnu:batoly 
nskfd : 

• JIa I and what is the name (»l this \illigcF 

The rinssinn replied : 

“riiaisbourg,” 

He added : “Wo caught these French blackg3L'’*ds 
by Ihc eiirs.” 

i\nu he glanced towards M. Dnbiiis, laughing 
into his inou.4ache in an insulting fashion. 

IMic train tolled on, always pa.ssing thr«*tigh 
Irainicls occupied by the victorious ai‘in5\ Tjar- 
man soldiers could be scon along the loads, on the 
edg;:* of fields, standing in front of gates, or i bat- 
ting outside cafes. Tiicv rovcre^l the ^oil like 
Af*icati locusts. 

The officer said, with a wave of his liand : 

'•'if 1 were in command. I’d take Palis, bum 
e/erj thing, kill everybody; No more France!'’ 

Tat Fiiglishtnaii, "tliroiigli polttenes»i, r»‘plicd 
“Ah! ycs.“ 

I ie went on : 



A tet. St 

“Iji Ivvciily years all Ivuropc, all of it, will tc- 
In us.Piussia ib more iliati a uiaUb lur all oi 
tl em •* 

T.ic Liiglisliuieu. uneasy, $ni() uotli^.^f 

H iswor to this. Their faces, whidi bad become ini- 
pasbivc, seemed made of wax heliiud their loU}< 
wliiskeis Then, the ofiicei bc)(ait to 

lau^Ii. And, still lolling oack, he began to sneer, 
lie sneered at the dow’ufafl of France, insulted t<ic 
luostrate eiieiiiy • he .siioerc‘d at \Ubtfia which 
been iceently eonqucied . he snc«'ied at th6 fniioM 
l»ut fruitlesb dcfcTice ni tlic dep.iiluienti' he »ne4ll;* 
ul at the ( 'liinK* Mob U .in<! at llie useless artillerv 
lU aiiiiouiKcd lint s.as :JOiiig to build a city of ir ^T4. 
with tlu’ iiiptutcd vaniion. And siuldcnly he 
jJiislucl hi' bools agMiust the thigh of M. DtlbuijJ, 
who tiinuil his eyes round, itkldeuing to the roo'.b, 
ol his hail*. 

Tic Ivuglislinuii seemed to have assumed au li^ 
of complete iudilceixiic^?, as if llicy had found.thciu- 
>lvcs ail at once shut up in their own island, fur 
from (he din of the world. 

The odiccr took out^his pipe, mid lookiug fi.^dly 
at the Frcuchnian, saM ; . < 

“Vou liavcnT got any pibami— have you?*' , „ 

M. Dubtiis replied : 

'*No, monsieur ", 

The (lernian ‘-aid . • 

‘’Von might go .iiitl lai .in<‘ for me when Uio 
train btpps next ” 

And he began l.iughin- .ifruh, he added; 

"Til let you have Hic [iricc of a drink." 

The train whi&ikd, and bhickeued iU pace They 
ha*l reached a station which had Ixen btinil down; 
and here there was a regular stop. 

The Oennan opjucd the cairiago-door, iAid, vuich- 
ing M. Oubuis by (be anti| said ; 
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and do what 1 told you— tjiiick, (juick 

A rrussi.in detach men t "occupied the station 
(ither sold ills were Ifjoking on from behind wooilen 
;;ratin;^6. 'I'lic engine was already getting up 
steam in order to start of! again. Then ftl. Dubuts 
hurriedly jumped on the platform, and, in spite 
of the warnings of the stationmaster, dashed inUi 
the adjoining compartment. 

# « 

He was alone! lie tore open his wai.slcoat, so 
rapidly did his lieait beat, and, panting *or hi cat!;, 
ho wijied the perspiration ofl his forehead. 

The train diew up at another <^tation. Ainl sud- 
denly the ortieor appcareil at the cairiage-ilmu and 
iuiuped in, followetl close behind by the two • 
lishmen, who were iinjielled by curiosity. The Cter. 
man sat facing the Fienclimaii, and, laughing stilb 
said : 

“Veil did not want to do what I asked you 

M. Duiuiis replied : 

*‘No, monsieur.’* 

The train had just left tlic station. 

The officer .said : 

'*ril cut off \oui moustache to till my pipe witl.. * 

And he put out his hand towards the Freuen 
luau’s face. 

The ICnglishmeu kept staring iu the same impas- 
sive fashion and fixed glancdi. 

Already the Oerinaii had caught hold of the mous- 
tache and was tugging at it, when M. Hubuis, 
with a back stroke of Ills hand, throw Uick the offi- 
cer's arm, and, seizing him by the collar, flung him 
. down on the seat. Then, excited to a pitch oi fur 3 *. 
^%ilh his temples ‘swollen and his eyes glaring, he 
kept throttling the officer with one hand, while with 
the other*clc!ichetl, he began to strike liim violent 
blows iu the lace- The Tnissian struggled, tried 
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to vlraw h\^ sabro, ami to Ret a j?np» wliik 
bark, of liis adversary. But M. Diibins crushed 
hull with the etionuous wcipflit i»f his slouiiu h, and 
kept hitliii>t him without takin^r breath or Uimv 
iug where his blows fell. Bhrid flowed dt»wii the 
face of the (»crman, wlu>, ehukin^r and with a rut- 
ill his throat, spat fortk his broken teeth, and 
v.iiiily '-ln»vc to shake off this infurinted man wlu) 
was kilim;; hun. 

The Hnp^lishnieii had ;;ol on their feet and eain:- 
I loser in onloi to se^ lietlcr. They remained stand- 
in;!, ful* ot iiiirlh and curiosity, ready to het loi 
or a;;ainst each e/f the eotnbalants. 

And suddenly M Dubuis, exhausted by his viu 
lent efforts, w*eiit and resumetf his scat withoo’: 
ulteiin;; a woul. 

The Prussian did not attack him, for the sava,ie 
assault had scared and ierrifioil the olliccr Wheti 
he was able to breathe freely, he said : 

''Unless you give me satisfaction with pi«stol.s, I 
will kill j’ou.*' 

M. Dubuis replied : 

"Whenever you like. Tni quite ready.** 

Tlie (}emian said : 

"Here U the town of vStrasbourg. 1*11 get two 
officci.s to be my seconds, and there will be tune 
before the train leaves the station." 

M. Ihibiiis, who was puffing as much as the en- 
gine, said to the Englishmen : 

"Will you be my second.st" 

They both answered together : 

"Ah! yes." 

And the train .stopped. 

In a minute, the JTussian had found^two com- 
rades who carried pistols, and they made their way 
towards the ramparts. 
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Ylie ic* conthmally 1 viking: nt ihcir 

wmIlIics, sluiJllnig: tlitjir feel, and liuiryin^i *>;i with 
the pfcpnivtioiis, uneasy l^st they ^fnmhl he loo 
lati !oi the train. , 1 

IM. had never lired a »n his lifr. 

riiey made him stand twenty puCQJ* away from 
his a<l\crsaiy. 11c was ask^;'’” ' 

'‘Aic >un leady ?** 

While iic was auswerfiig “Veft, iiiotisicur," he 
noticed that one of the l^ngllBbtiien had ope?*ed liU 
iiinrirclla in order to keep olf the rays of the snii. 

A voice irovo the wold of cotittnand : 

“File!** 

M. Dnhuis hied at laiulom without minding what 
Ik vva^ doing, and he was amazed to sec the Prus- 
sian staggerin'^ in fioiU of him, lifting up his anna, 
and imiiiediaiely afterwards failing straight on hV5 
face. He had killed the ofticer. 

('>iie of the Finglishnien ejaculated, '^Ah!*' quiver- 
ing with delight, satisfied curiosity, and joyous 
iinpalience. The other, who still kept his watA 
in his hand, seizetl ^1. l)uhuis''S ann, aitd hurried 
him in double-quick time towards the station, hi| 
fcllovv-rountryninn countiii^^ their steps, with hi* 
arms pressed close to his sides— “Cue! two; one* 
two!** 

And all three niaiching abreast, they rapidly made, 
their way to the station like three grotesque figures 
in a comic iiewsjiapcr. 

The train was ou the point of starting. They 
sprang into their carriage. Tlicn, the Flnglishinen. 
taking off their travelling-caf^, waved them three, 
tiiiips over their heads, exclaiming : 

“Hip! hip! hip! hurrah!** 

Then gravely, one after the other, they stretched 
out the right hand to M. Dnbtiis, and they went 
back and sal in their comer. . 
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T HK old fa<«bioiiOil ibatcftii w is built on a wooded 
liclght ^ 11 t*^ccs surrounded it with d.iMc 
^rccmr> , xnst paiU extended its \isU- 

hfie o>t r a dc^^) forest and there ovci m ojieii pi iiii 
Some little distntio^ fiom tne fiout ol the m.insiou 
btooit a huge stode m which inaildc uvuiplib 
weri liatliing Otbet liaMns arranj*iHl !n ordti suc- 
ceeded each othci ddfwn as far as the foot ol llie 
slope, and n hidden touniaiu stut cascades dnucnii' 
from one to the either 

From the mahor^ouse, whitb piescrM d the grate 
of a superannuated coqiutte down to the grottos 
oiciut^tcd with shell-work, where sluiuhtied the 
lo\eb of a bygone age, cveiything in this antique 
demesne had retainctl the physiognomy of loinu: 
dn>s Kven thing stenied to speak still of alien. ft 
enstoms, of the manners of long ago» of f uIimI gnl 
liiiUics, ai.d of the ekgant triMahties sa diar U 
our grandmothers 

In a narlour in tne st\lc of l.ouis XV , whosi* 
walls weie covered with shuibuds paving crmit to 
sliCThcrdesses, hcautilul ladiOi la hoK)p-pittu*o.it>, 
itnd gallant gentlemen lu wigs, a ver> old woman, » 
who iwcmcfl dead as soon as she ceased to move, 
was almost Miigdoi\n in a largi ca»y-chjdr, uhiie 
her thin, inunmu-likc hands hung down, oue at 
each side of hci 

Her eyes were g«i/iiig languidly toward*? the dis- 
tant horizon, as if lhc> sought to follow through 
ine paTK viMona of her >outh Through the opci 
windjOw cterv now and then came a breath of air 
laden with the scent of grooh and the ^lerfume it 
flowers. U made her white loi'ks flutter hround 
her wnnkkd forehead, and old memorks floated 
through her brain. 
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licside lier, on a taoeslricil stool, a youu;; jjiil 
with Ion*;, fair hair, naiijirinir in j>laits over lier 
iK-ek, was ctnhroidcrinjf an ailar-rlotli. There was 
a pensive oxprossion in her eyes, anti il was easy 
to see that, while her n;^i1e tinf^ers woiketl, her 
brain was biis}' with thouKhts. 

Ihit the old lady suddenly turned round her head : 

“Ilcrthc,** she said, 'Mead soincthiu^ out of tlu' 
newspapers for me, v;o that I may still kuow somc- 
limcs what is happening in the" world." 

The young girl took up a newspaper, and cast 
a i.ioid glauee over it. 

"rhcie is a great tleal about politics, gratulmani- 
ma-_ am 1 to i»ass it by?" 

"Ves, yes, (hnling* Are there no aceomit'. of 
lovw* affatis? Is galLiutry, then, dead in hi ante, 
that they no longer talk alx)ut abductions or adveti- 
turciN as’ they did formerly?" 

The gill made a long .search through the columns 
of the newspaper. 

"Here is one," she I'said, "It is entitled, hoxe 
Drama. ’ ” 

The old woman smiled through her. wrinkles, 

"Read that for me," she said. 

And Berthe conniienccd. It was a case of 
vitriol- throwing, A wife, in order to avenge her- 
self on her hnsband’s niistreiss,^ had burned her 
face and eyes. She had left the Assii% Court ac- 
(jiiitted, declared to be innocent, ntnid the applause^ 
of the crowd. 

The grandmother moved about excitedly in her 
chair, and exclaimed : 

"This is horriblc--wh 3 % it is perfectly horrible! 
See wheth.er you can fitiS an^ihing else to read foi 
uu\ dailing." 

Berthe again made a search; And further dowL 
in the reports of criminal cas^^'.s, at which her atten 
tioii was still diieotcd. she load : 
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*' ‘(ilocmiy Drama -A shop jfiil, no lonj^ci 
youiij;, allo'vtnl luTit'lf to yieUi to the embraces of a 
youiiR man. Tiu*ii, to avetigo herself on her lu\ci, 
whose heart ;)rovcfl fickle, she shot liiwi with u re- 
volver. The unhappy tiiati is maiiiieil for life. The 
juiy, consisting of men of inorai cliaracter, took. the 
part of the murderess— regarding her as the victim 
of illicit love, and honourably ac4iiitte<l her.*' 

This time the old grandmother apiicarcd quit'? 
.shocked, and, in a trembling voice, .she said : 

"Why yon are mad, then, nowiulays. Yen aiu 
mad ? The good ('od has given you lovo, the only 
allurement in life. Man has added to this gallaii* 
try, the only distraction ijf our dull hours, and here 
are you mixing up with it vitriol and revolvers, a.s 
if one were to put mud into a flagon of Spanish 
wine/* 

Berthe did hot seem to understaud her grand* 
mother’s indignation. 

"lint grandmamma this woman avenged herself. 
Keinoiiibei she was married, and her hitshaiid dc- 
ccivul her." 

The giaiulinothcr gave a .sUirt. 

"What ideas have they been filling your head 
with, you young girls of to-day?** 

Berthe replied ; 

**But marriage is sacred, grandmamina.*’ 

The grandmother's heart, which had its birth in 
the great age of gallantry, gave a siiddeu leap. 

**lt is love that is sacred,** sho said, ''Lhsten^ 
child, to an old woman who has seen three genera- 
tions, and who has had a long, long experience ot 
men and women. Marriage and love have nothing^ 
in common. We marry, to found a family, and 
form families to consUtnte society. Society ranuot 
dispense with marriage. If society is a chain, each 
^family is a link iir' tliat chain. In order to weld 
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tho'ji- links, wc ill ways seek lor inctu1> i>l llic stHtie 
Vnul. When We marry, wc must bring togctlici 
Miilable comlitioiis ; we must combine fortunes, 
unile Miiiilai lai'cs, and aim at the common inter- 
est, which riches and children. We marry only 
once, iny child, because tlie world requires us l'^. 
do so, i>uc wc may love twenty times in one life- 
time because natuio has made us like this. Mar- 
you sec, is law, and love is alt instinct, 
whuh imiiels us sometimes along a straight and 
.sonict lines along a crooked path. The world has 
niaik laws to combat our instincts— it was neces- 
sary to make them ; but our instincts are always 
stronger, and wc ought not to resist them too 
much, because they come from God, while the lai^s 
only come from men. If w'C did not perfume life 
with love, as much love as possible, darling, as 
wc pul sugar into diugs for children, nobody would 
(ale to take it just as it is,*' 

Jleiihc opened her eyes widely in astonishment 
She luuniuiicd : 

* 'Glib grandmamma, we can only love once.*’ 
Thj0!glhudmothei raised her trembliug hands to- 
ward^ tieaven, as if to invoke the defunct G«xl of 
gallantries. She esLclaimed indignantly : 

•*you have become a race of serfs, a race of com- 
mon pcoiilc. Kevolution, it is imims- 

toihle any loiig^"^ to r<fcogtiise society. You have 
at Lie heir big words to every action, and wearisome 
duties to every corner of existence ; you believe in 
equality and eternal passion. People have wTitteii 
verses telling you that people have died of love. 
Ill my lime verses were written to teach men to 
love every woman. And wc! wl^eii we liked .1 
gentleman, my child, we sent him a page. And 
when a fresh caprice came into our hearts, we were 
mil slow“ in getting rid c»f the last lover — unless 
wo kept ^Ih of them.” 

The old woman smiled with a keen stuilcr-and a 
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plcntn of roj?f»ici y twinkled in lier fn’oy ^yc, tlie 
:;pri;Tlitly, socpti^il roguery of those pcoido who •' 
difl not believe that were in.ulc of the same 
clay as the others,, ami who lived ns master's foC 
wham eominon beliefs were not made. 

The young girl, tn ruing very pale, faltered out 
•‘So then women have no honour?*' 

Tl»c gland mot her censed to smile. If she hsvl 
kept in lur sou) .some of Voltaire's irony, sh6 had 
also a little of Jcan-Jjicques's glowing philosophy * 
**Xo honour! becau.se we loved, and dared to sav 
so,' and even bojisted of it! Hut, my child, if ouc 
of us, amongst the greatest ladies iti JI«raiico, were 
to live without a lover, she would have the cutiro 
cimiL Lutghiiig at her. Those who wlshetl to liv*: 
dincuntly had only to enter a convont. And you 
imagine, “pel hap|, that ymtr hushaiul will love yo,i 
alone all their lives. indeed, this could be 

the ease. 1 tell you that iomiage is a thing. neces- 
sary ill order that society shoiud e^tist, but it is 
not in the nature of our racej^ do you understand t 
There is only one good thing in life, and that iS 
love. .And how you mi. minders tarn I it ! how you 
sjKiil it ! You treat it as something soleiUDji like , 
a '.-aciamcut, or something to be bought, like a) 
diess.'* .. 

J'he young girl caught the old jiroman's tremjl^liug ' 
hands in her own. \ 

“Hold you tongue, 1 In^Of you;; t^ndmattitna I 
And on her kiicvrs, tears in her eyes, she 
pra>cd to Heaven, to bestow on her a great paS" 
sion alone, in accordance with the dream of mouerit 
poetis while the grandmother, kissing her on the 
lorchead, ^uite penetrated still by that charming 
healthy logic by which the philosophers of galhiti- 
try .sprinkled salt with the life of the eightcenus 
c€situn% murmured : 

"Take care, my poor darling! If you believe ui 
such follies as this, you will be very unhappy.*' 
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O KIi a\itmnn 1 wfiil lo stay for the hunting sci* 
son with sf)Uie frioiuls in a chaloan in Picanly. 
iMy fvieiiils weiv (<m<l of practical jokiii.LC, is all 
my fiiciulPi arc. I do not care to know any olhtT 
sort of people. 

When I arrived, they ijave .me a princely rtx'cp- 
liun, which nl once aroused dislrn.st in my breast. 
\\ v‘ had some capital shooting. They embraced nu , 
they cajoletl me, as if they expected to have gu at 
fiiM at luy expense. 

] i.;aid to niy*se1f : 

“la)ok out, old feiTctl They have .something in 
l)repQraiion fur you.’* 

During the dinner the luirtli was excessivo, far 
too griat, in fact. I thought "Here arc people 
who take a double share of amusement, and appar- 
ently without rea.sou. They must be looking out 
in their own minds for some good bit of fiin. As- 
suredly 1 am to be the victim of the joke. Attmi- 
tioii I ’* 

During the entire evening everyone laughed in 
nil exaggerated fashion. I smelled a practical joke 
in the mr, as a dog smells game. But what was 
it ? I was watchful, restless. I did not let a word 
ox n meaning or a gesture escape me. Everyone 
seemed to me an object of suspicion, and 1 even 
looked distrustfully at the faces^ of the servants. 

The hour lang for going to bed, and the whole 
househofd came to escort me to my room. Whj’ ? 
They called to me ;r-‘*Good night." 1 entered the 
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aj>ArtiHeut, shut tlic clcK>r, am! rciuaiiicd standiuj^* 
without iijoviii^* (I sinj^k "'Icp, holding llic \va\- 
r-indlc in my hand. 

I ’iKMid laujiUtcr and wlitbpiM iiijj in the t'orrido*' 
Without doubt Ihcj* were* spviiij; on me. 1 I’lUit a 
{rliiiico arouini the walls, the furniture, the ceilinj;. 
uie liangin^s, the floor. , I -^aw nothinjjj to justify 
s;u.spicion. 1 heard person*; moving about outside* 
my door. I nad no doubt they wore k‘oking 
through the keyhole. 

An idea eanie intf) iny head “My (Miidle may 
suddenly go ontt and leave im in darknes.s.’' 

Then "l went acio.^s to (he manlelpicee, and 
lighted all the wax-caiidic.s that were on it Aflc<’ 
that, 1 east another glance around me without dis- 
eovciing anything. I advanced with slu»rt steps, 
earcfully oxaniiutng the apartment. Nothing. 1 
inspected every article o»e after the other. Still 
notiiiug. I went over to the window. 'I'lie shut* 
U•r^, Inige wooden shutter.'*, were i>pen. I shut 
tluni with great care, and then drew llu? curtains, 
and I pi.Kcd a chair in fr«*nt of them, so a.s to 
h iVc nothing to km fiom \vith(>ul. 

Then 1 e.tntiously sal down. Tiw arm ehaii was 
-olid. I »lid not venture to gel into bed. How- 
ex i.r, lime w.is flying, and X ended by coining fo 
the com lu*.ioi) tliat 1 was ridiculous. H they were 
spring on me, as 1 supposed, they must, 
waiting h-r the .-success of the joke they had. been 
])reparing for me, have been laughing enormously 
at my terror. So I made up iny mind to go to 
I)ck 1. Hut the bed was particnlarly suspidous-look- 
iiig. I pulled at the eiiitains. 'They seemed to 
be secure. All the same there was danger. 1 wa.s 
perhaps going to r<.*ccive a cold .shower-bath from 
oxerhead, or perhaps, the moment I stretched my- 
self out, to find myself sinking under the flooi with 
my mattress. I searched my memory foi* all the 
practical jokes of which 1 ever had experience. 
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*Aiwl I (lid not want to be caught. Ah ! ccttainlv 
not! ii'ibiiuly not! Then I siuhkuly bcthouglit 
*»f a picranliou which L cousiilcr oi^e vi ox* 
trcine ctlicacj ;; JE caught hold of the side ifi the 
i]iattva>s gingerly, and very slowly drew il toward*; 
nu*. ft camo away, fbllowetl by the .^hoet aiul the 
rest oi the bcd-clotho.*». d dragged all llu -c oh- 
jcfls into' the voiy middle of the lootn, facing tlm 
intiauoe-door. 1 made my l)cd over again hi*it 
I could at some distance from the suspected l.cd- 
stcad and the corner which had filled mo with siuh 
auMiety. Then I oVtinguishcil the caudUs, and. 
gic.ping my way, 1 slipped uudor the hi^d clothes. 

r<#r at leant another h<'nr, I rfumiiicd aw.iko, 
stalling at the slightest sound ICvcrytliing ‘ueined 
quid iu the chateau. I fell asleep. 

] must have hcon in a deep sleep for a long time, 
but all of a sudden, 1 w*as awakened with a st.art by 
tho fall of a heavy fmdy tumbling right on toj) 
of mv own body, and, at the same tune, I received 
on niy fare, on my neck, and on my chest a 
buniiug liquid which made me utter a hc'wl of 
pain. Ami o dreadful noise, as if a sideboard laden 
witii jdab s and disho*^ had fallen down, penetrated 
inv ears. 

i fdt my tU sullocating under the weight that wa« 
ctif4iing ino and preventing me from moving. 1 
stretchcil out iny hand fimt out what was the 
nature of this ubject. J' felt a face, a no.se, and 
whiskers. Thou wih all my strength I lauuchetl 
out a blow over this face. But I immediately le* 
ecived a hnil of cuffings which made me jump 
straight out of the soaked sheet.s, and rush in my 
uiglitshiri iulo the corridor, the door which I Ichittl 
open. 

O stupor! it was broad dd:^dight. The ioiso 
brought my friends hurrying into the apartment, 
and wc*found sprawling over my improvised betl, 
the disinayecl volet, who, while' bringing' me iny? 
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iiioittiuf* cup ol ten, had itip))cd over the ol>^tacle 
10 the mid^llc of the cind l.tllcn oo id^ 

i^tomacb, spilling, lu spttc of himseUi luy break* 
fabt over my f*uc 

Tbi piecautioiH I hac} takiii iii U6 mu^ ihe shut* 
told and {jfoinp: to the uiMdlc pt the loom 

had only bi ought ahoitt the lutcrludm 1 had been 
slriMiig to ivoid 

\ii’ how thev idl 1 utghed that da> ! 


V \N \RMN(r Mril. 


I ilWI rcieiVid Uu following Icttu Ihnikin; 

thit it in 1 ^ he piotitabk to many teadei^, i 
in )l tn\ hit Nine SH coininnniiatL it to theiu . 

“PaiiH, >io\Lnibcr J5h, i^>80s 

^olt often tuat uthir m ihe^ hhafo 
of ‘‘iioit NiorU'- O’ chrouicleb, of subjects which have 
relatv)!) to uhat I inav dewibt as '(Uircfit moiaH • 

I aui going to *4ubinit to \ou some nlletliunei which 
(Highl, it '•ceiiied to me' to furnibh >oii with the 
tiiiUiials foi oco of sour tilcs 

am nut niaimd; 1 atii abachclui, and, us it 
seems to tno, a ruthet simple nun liut 1 fancy 
that mauv men, the greatci pait of men, aie oiniplc 
111 the vv<i> that I am Au 1 am alwa>a, oi nearly 
al\v.>*«» a plain dealer, J am not weU ai)lc to hee 
through the natural cunning of my ndghbourit and 
1 gp straight aluacU with my e>e9 oi>eti„ without 
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sitirK k'litly out for uli;it is hcliiud thiui;s 

siiicl kcliiiul pLuidc*'; external bcliaviour. 

“We aie iieaily all x)ceiL.^tuinul, as a uile, t<» 
take, appearatn es ior ualitte.s, aiul to ItKik on pc3- 
]>lo af' wli.it they preteinl t<* he; ami \eiv few pos- 
sc‘ss that M i nt whiih enabkf< rirtun humi to (li\ine 
till* real and hidden nalnu* of otlut'-. J'rom thi'? 
tHenliar and lional inellu^d ol le^anlinj; 

lilc loine the that we jwiss, liki* iiiolci, 

throiij^h the niidsi of events; and that we never be- 
lieve in what is, hut in what sevins to be, that we 
det'laio a Ihin^r t«» be improbable a * s.i>i.m as wo arc 
."’hown the fael hehind the veil, nnd that every- 
thin»: wliieh displcMscs our ukaU-tic morality is? 
ilas ed hy ii> as an exeeplion, w ithont t.ikiii;; "int ^ 
aceoinit tli.iL th< s., exceptions all hrou^ht tojretlier 
constitute marlv tlu total nnmhei of ca^e*'. Theio 
hiitiui results hojn it llial credulous ;Lt<XMi piople 
like Ilk ate <l(.tciMsl by c vcrx'body, and especially 
oy wonu n, w liu ha\c a talviit in this direction. 

*‘1 Imvc started far afioUl in uulci to come to the 
parliridav fact whuh interests me I have a mis- 
ticss» a married noinan. hike main othets, ] 
im;v 4 intd /do y(*u under* land '1 that 1 had cliuiiced 
ou an ex<rpti6n, on an unhappy little wotnun wli t 
was dci-i'nin;' her Im-'bancl lor the nist time, I 
had paid attentions to her, *n r.diici I had lookc I 
oil myself as havinjr paid utUntion to liQr lor a long 
time, as Inning oiercome her virtue by dint ot 
kindness and love, and a^ ha\iiig thuniphcd by 
the shed force of peif.^evcraiuv. In fact, I had 
made um of a thousand dewico, and a thousand 
siihtlc d. divings in order to succeed in getting the 
belter of her. 

“Now Vre is what hap]>cnctl last week ; — Her 
husnatid heiim absent for »>ome day.'i, she Miggci.- 
led that we snuuld both dine tpgcthcr, and that 1 
should attend to myself so as to avoid 
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cntc of a iiKi 11 servant. She hatl a fixed itK*a which 
had liauiiUHl her for the last four or fi\G inonlh.i. 
She \vaiUe<l to pet tipsy, but to get together 
without lK*iug afraid of coilse<ineticcs, without hav- 
ing to go back home, '•‘peak to her <‘hai!ii>crmaid, 
and walk i»efoic witnesses. She had often ol»- 
tiiined what a>he r.illed a ‘g.iy agitation* \yithdut 
going farther, and she h:ul lonnd it dolfghlful 
She theu promised herself that uhe would gel tipsc 
once, only oiicc, luit thoioughly so. She pretend- 
ed at her own liottse that she was going to .spen t 
twcntv-lour Uonis with .some friends near Pari*', 
and she reached my abode just about diiiuei-tinie. 

•‘A woman naturally ought not to get fuddlcfl 
cxcc|)t when she has’ had too much clianipagne. 
She diinks a big glass of it favStiugs and before the 
oysters arrive, slie begins to ramble in licr talk. 

**\\‘e hail .a' cold thtiner prepared on a table he 
hind me. It was enough for nio tostretcli out my 
arm to take the dishes or the plaK's, and I attended 
on jnysvlf as best I i-ould while I listened to her 
ehatlenng. 

kc]j.l swallowing glass aftii ghi;-??. haunted 
by Iitr lixetl idea. She l)eg«u hy making me the 
reeipieiil of meaningless and intcrniin.dde confidcu- 
ers with regaid to her sensations as a young girl. 
Slic went on ami on, her eyes rather wandcriilg, 
brilliaiit, her tongue untied’, and her light ideas 
rolling themselves out endlessly like the blue lele^ 

g raph-i)ai>er which is moved on without stopping 
y the bobbin and which keeps e.\lcmliiig it.^i 
length to the click of the electric apparatus wlii'.H 
covers it with Unknown word.s. 

"From lime to time -.she asked me : 

•'*Ain I tipsy ?» 

" *Xo, not yet.* 
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“And she went on dtinkiiij^. 

“She was <n hi n litnc while, not ti|isy as lo 
lobc her IhU liii-y enough to tvll Iho truth, 

as it seemed to me. 

“To her confKUiiccs to Tur omnlions while a 
young girl sneeeeded more intimate eonfidenccs as 
to her re1atioik» with her husband. She made Ihciii 
to nn without restiaint till she wearied me with 
them, under this pretext, whieh she repealed a 
hundrofl Inuts ; '] can .•^•arely tell e\eiything to 
>ou To whom euuld I tell excrylhing’if it w’or * 
not to you?’ So I was made aecpiainted with all 
the habits, all the defects, all the lads and the fnosl 
Secul faiuio of lur husband 

“And by wav of cl nuiiiig my approval she 
asktd : *Tsn*t he a Hal? l)o y«»u think he has 
taki ii ii fcnlhcr t»ul of me ? .cb ? So, the first time 
1 saw you, I ^iod to nivseU * 'l.ct mo see! I like 
him, aiul 1*11 lake him for my hwci. It was then 
you began ma.'ihiiig me * 

“1 must hme picseuted au <H.ld face to liei eyes 
at that moment, foi she c(mld see it, tipsy lliough 
she was; and with gicut outbursts (»f laughter, she 
exelaiuicil ; *Ah! you big .>iiupletou, you did go 
about it cautiously ; but, when men pay attentions 
to us, you dear blockhead, you see we like it, 
and then they must make ipiick woik of it. and 
not keej) ns waiting. A man niii^t be a ninny 
not to understand, by .» mete glame at us, that 
we niiMu ‘Yes.* Ah*' 1 belie\e 1 was waiting for 
vou, you stupid 1 1 did not know what to do lu 

order to make you see that I was iu a hurry. Oh ! 
yes, tlowcrs, verses, ciunpiiinents; more verses, and' 
nothing else at all? 1 wa$ verv neat letting you 
go, my fine fellow, you were so long in making up 
yotti* luipd. And only to think that half the men 
IU the world are like you, while the other ha)l, ha I 
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“Tlii'i lauj^b of hers sent a ooU! shivei down iny 
lurk. I NtatnuKTid : *The nllier half - what ahonl 
the <tthci hnlf^* 

**Shc still went on drinking;, her eyes stccpwl 
in the finncs of wine, her tniiul impelKd 

liy the ifnpc'iiou*^ ticHeNsity for t^lliii}; the truth 
which soineliines takes t>os‘;ession of (Irniiknrds. 

“She rcplictl . 'Ah! the othei half makes qiti(k 
woik of it— too quirk; but, all the same, they ari 
iijht. Thtu* are dav'^ wIkii we ihnrt hit it of! with 
thetn ; but thtie are days, too, when it all p.tus 

ri<iht, ill spite of everythin;^ Mv cleat, it 

you only knew how funny it is - the \v»y the tw > 
kinds of men act I You see, the timid oiie>, siu li 
as yon, you never could iinaj^inc what sort the 
others arc and what they do, immediately, as soon 
as they find themselves alone with us. They are 
regular dare-devils! They gcH.inany a slap in the 
face from u^, no doubt of that, but what does that 
inattci ? They knew \vc*re the soil tJiat kiss and 
don't tell! They know its well, they do!' 

“J stared at liei with the eVi'-^ ot an liujniMtor, 
and with a mad desiie to make her speak, to ieaiu 
cMiylhing fioin lur. How <;ftcii had 1 put IbH 
quoUion to myseU : 'How dej the other men be 
have towaiiK the women who belong to us!' ^ ! 
was fully (Oiiscioiis.of the fart that, from the way 
1 saw two men talking to the same W'umaii publicly 
ill a drawing-r<jom, these two men, if they found 
theinsolvcs, one after the other, all alone with her, 

. would coiiduet themtsclvos quite differently, al 
though they'^were both equally well acquatnled with 
her. We c;tn guess at the first glance c»f the cy** 
that certain bcing.s, naturally endowed with the 
{>ower of seduction, or only more lively, mfirc dat- 
ing than we are, reach, after an hour^a chat with a 
womau who pleases them, to a degree of intimacy 
|o which we would not attain in a year. Wei), do^ 
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these men, these tlie^e bnhl ad- 

Venturers, take, wliiii the <k'easion ]»resenti 
jNcII to tluiM, libel ties with their hainls ami lips, 
which t(» 11 •, the liniid one*-, would iippeii iwlioits 
outia/^es, but which woineii jKThai»>. hxik on merely 
,is pardonable etlrouterv, as imkconl linin!;^is to 
tln*ii iiresislihlo *:»:ivue ? 

"So 1 a>ked Ini . ‘Theie ait. women, lliotijrh, 
wlui ihiiik these men vcr\ iiiipropi r ’’ 

She tliieu lui.-elf leick oti her ch.iir in order to 
i.!n;:h iiioie at hci ^if-e, but \iilh a mrveles*, un- 
lani;h, taif ul tho-e hm^^iis whicii < nds iii 
iui\(»us Ills, ihtii, a little moii calmly, sho rc* 
pliul . 'Ha! ha* m> dear, inipioper? that is to 
s.i\, that they dan everythin*:, at once, all, you 
nnJt;->laud, and ni iun other thiiif»s, lo(»/ 

"I lell niysell iKurifieil, as il she had just re* 
\ealed to me a monstrous Ihin]^. 

" * \Tid you iKi’init this, you women 
"*\o, we iloiri iKiinil it; we slap them in tho 
l.ici, bid, b*i all ti'd, they amiise us! And then 
with Ihe'in oik i- always afraid, (»nc is luvcr easy. 
Voi! must keej) watehin;: them the whole lime, it 
is like li.uhliiiji; a duel. \\m ha\c to keep stariii;; 
into their e\es to sec what they are thinking of, 
or where they are I'uUinj: tlieir hand.>. They arc 
blackiiiiaiHN, ’if \e»u like, but they love us better 
than you do.’ 

singular ami uiiext>cctw*d >cnsalion stole ovcf 
me. Although a bachelor, and iletennincil to re- 
main a baihclor, I suddenly fell in mv breast th* 
spiiil (d a husband in the Inco of this impudent 
eoiUidcnce. I felt invseh the friend, the ally, the 
bi other* of all these eonliding men who ar^if not 
robbed, at least defrauded by all the ratners of 
wemirnrs waists. ^ ^ • 

"It is this strange emotion, inonsaur, that 1 am 
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o*»eyin;; iii lliis iiioinont, in writing: to yon, and 111 
bcgginj^ nf yon to ncUlio^^^ a wrirniiig note to the 
great army of easy-goinu lm>baiuls. 

"However, I li:ul slilT some ling 
This woniiin was drunk and must he lying. 

"I went on to iiK|iiire "How is it that yon 
never relate these adventures to anyone, you 
women ?’ 

"She ga/ed at me with profoiuul pil\ , and wilii 
such an ail of sincerity that, for the niotnciii 1 
thought she had been 'iol.H'nzetl by ildoiiishment. 

" *\Ve — Bat, iny dear fellow, you aic wry foolisli, 
Why do we never talk to yi*\\ about thew things f 
Hal ha! ha! Ib>cs ymir \alet tell yon about Ins 
tipSi his odd tioiis ? Well, this is our little tip. 
The husband ought not to complain when we don't 
go farther. But how dull you are! To i«dk ol 
these things would he to give the al.inu to ail 
iiinuies! Ah! how dull you are! .... \ ml then 
what harm doc ^ it dt> long as we don’t yield ?* 

"I felt invi-elf in :i gteat slate ol great (■i)nfii:»Mjii 
as I put this ({ue.stiun to her : 

" then you have often been einbiaccd l*y 
men ?* 

".She answcied, with an air of «i(Atri:ign con- 
tempt for Ijie man who could have an> iloubt on 
the subject : 

"‘fcaith!- VVhy, cvcr>* woman has been en> 

braceil Try it ou with any of them, no 

matter whom, in order to see for yourself, you 
great goa^e ! Look here ! embrace Mme. de K ! 
She cjiiiti’ young, and cjuite \irtiitiis. iMnliraC'J, 
ni5' frieud-'-embraice, and touch, you shall sec, llaj 
hat hal* 

« ■» it 

"All of a sudden she ttuug her glass sl*.nght at 
the chandelier. The champagne fell down in a 
shower, extinguished three wax-caiuHc^, stained 
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till' hyn; 4 it)i;,s, dtliiKfd tlic tablo, whilst the 
hiokt’ii scattered about the ditMii|;*('oot]i. 

Then, she niadc an effort to sci/.c tho botllc to di 
the same with it, but I prevented her. Alter that 
whe burst out eiyinj( in u very loud tunc -the ntr 
vous (it had come on, as 1 had anticipated . . . . « 


'‘Some days later, I had almost luii;otten lhi-4 
avowal of a tipsy woman when I chanced to find 
myself at an cvcuini^ parly with this Mmc. do 
X. whom my mistrQfc>s had advised me to em- 

brace. As I lived in the sutiie direction as she did, 
1 oflri cd to dri\c her to her own dcx>r, for she wan 
alone this evening. vShe accepted my oiler. 

As '^oon as we were in the carnage, 1 said to 
myself: ‘Come! T must trv it on’* But I had 
not the coinage. 1 <lid not know how to make a 
stall, how* to begiu the attack. 

“Then suddenly, the desperate courage of 
rciwaids came to niy aid. I said tu her ; ‘How 
putty you were this ewning.* 

“She replied with a laugh : ‘So then, thi^ even- 
ing was an oxception, since you only remarked it 
for the first time * 

“1 did not know what le joinder to make. CcC- 
taiidy my gallantry was not making progress. 
.After a little reflection, however, 1 managed to say : 

“ *No, but I never daiol to tell you.' 

“jNhe was jistonisluHl. 

“ ‘Why?’ 

“ ‘Because it is- -it is a little difficult • 

“Diificult to tell a woman that she*s pretty.* 
>Vhv, were dhl you come fromt You .should al- 
ways tell n^ so, c>eu when you^ooly half think it, 
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h*ccriu5‘C it always j^ivcs os pleasuic to 

litai * 

"f Ml niysolf .Niukk'iity aniinatiHl by a fantasti: 
audiuMly, .ind, Pitching her round tlio waist, 1 
raised my lips towards her raoutU. 

‘'Nevertheless I s<*cfiied to l>c niUier nervous 
nUuit it, and not to appear *^o terrible to her. 1 
must also have* arranged and executed luy move* 
incnt \ciy badly, for she managed to turn her he^id 
aside .m.> to avoid contact with my face, saying *. 

'* 'Oh no— this is rather too much -too much . . . 
You lire tcKj quick ! Take care oi my hair. You 
cannot einbr.ice a woman who hn.s her hair dressed 
like mine !!...* 

“I resumed my fonnei position in the catnage, 
discoiuertid, nimcrve«l by this repulse. Ihit tlic 
raniage drew np before her gate; and she, as s!» ' 
stepped out of it, held out her hand to me, sayinc; 
in her most gracious tones . 

“Thanks, dear monsieur, for h.ixing s^'cn me 
home . . . and don’t forget my advici !’ 

•I >:i\\ lui thicc days later. She had forgotteu 
everythin^ 

“And I, monsitui, 1 am im^^sautly thinking 
of the other soil of men »the soil ot men to udiom 
a lady^s hair is no obstacle, and who hnoa how to 
seize c \ er>' opportniiit \ 
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jTFIK sh:i<lows f»l a balmy vvrrc slowly fall- 

■ The woini'ii renii^;tiie<l in the cliawin^^ 

lYioni ol Ur* a*iI1ji. I'hc men, sealed oi astride oa 
Kavtlcii-ehaii^s, were in Iront of the dOiH, 

lonniiij' a circle round a table laden with eups aie! 
winejrlavsses. 

'rheir eipfars shone like eyes in the darknosA, 
which, ininnlc by minute, wa^; j^rovving thicker 
They had been talking about a fwgWtfnl accident 
whic h had occuired the night before men an.*, 
three women drowned bcfoic tho eyes of the guests 
In the liver opposite 

UaiKial de n remarked : 

“Ves, these things are affecting, but they arc 
not horrible. 

‘‘The horrUde^ that welkkiiown word, means 
iniuh more than the teirible. A fright,;’ul accident 
Hko this moves, upset*-, scares ; it docs not horrify 
In Older tliai wc :»hould experience horror, soim* 
thing more is needed than, the excitation of the 
soul, something more Ihnn the spc-ctaclc ot tUt 
dreadful* death; there must be a shuddering scru^c 
of mystery or a sensation of abnormal terior be- 
yond* tl^ 'limits of nature. A man who even 
in thc^'iif6&t dramatic conditions, does not excite 
imiror; a field oi battle is not horrible, blood 
not horrible ; the vilest crimes are rarely torrible. 

VHold im ! here are two persortal exampfeg^' 
which have shown me what is the tneai4p|[.^^ 
honor : ^ 
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* It the Will of*fR 7 o \V^ wok io* 

tit »(nu» U»\\*u‘l> 1 ‘tMil- \utUinei, after pa*?- 

M <1 tht<>ii;ili Rout II Till aiiiu, iunsl<%tini»: ol about 
Iwciitv thousaiul nun, Iwiiily thou^auu meu m 
diHonkr, dijibaiulod, dctnotilistd, 6 !^hau^te^l, wct$ 
^oini*: to rcloiiii at lla\ie 

“llic cailh v\ »s uAtKd with iMtow The iiiKht 
u I I illin*' llu\ lud nil eaUu nmtliinjj sim 
llu iln>""hchiit 'l Ih \ \ tK HMllji Til>lill\, tUe 
I'rui^ 111" not lu in*? l I oil 

\11 till \onn iji tiuntix, Innl, dolltil with tluj 
"IkuIoW" ol thi tuts siniouuilin^^ llio iuiiis, c'- 
Unuul iiiuki I MaeK hIn, he i\ \ anil inisti i 
•’Notliiiui cKt inukl be lizard in llu w in Iwiliid t 
the confused ^onndt ^ofl and titubinud, ol i 
muhiiij^ ihroiij; and uvlb'ss tt iniphnji, mingled 
with the clink ol pottin^fii ot sibu-* Thi* 

men, licnt, loitnd sliouldmd, dnlv, in jinii\ i i^cs 
f\«.n in dr n»i;td iMrtU'Ki." d»>iiL% linnud 

thiouvjli tilt siiou, with 1 loni;, Inokoij bickid 
'.liidv 

"Til skin of their h ohU stiifk to tin sin I ot 
tluii innsk^H^’ hultiiids, loi it u h /kc/iiik dicad- 
liilh that nuht I fter|nnitl\ iw i litth* >o 1 diii 
like t»h hi-» sUiiC'i 111 onki to w ilk biiifootid, so 
inuf h dll 111*, fnotf^nar bruise hnn , iiid with i very 
>lip hi lift a little tf ick of blood 7 hen, oftci 
<?onir lime, he - it dtmui in i field for a kw niir • 
iiti d list, niid he never got up ni^ain bnty inn r 
who Hit duaii w IS a ik id in in 
‘‘Should we liti\e left l>cliind uh tluw po<>t, 
exlunslcd soldier-^, wdio fondly counted on being 
able to slut afresh «<. soon ns tluw had^mewhat 
rtfii shined then stilfeiKd legsf Notr, acafcely 
had thc\ coased tumovc, aud to make their ahnost 
fio/eii blood ciaul lie in then veiti^, tliau <m rtii 
roiKiucrable torpor congealed them, nailed tltetlijiic;. 
the gioiind, dosed then eyes, and in one sifreond 
oi^apt^ed this o\^rworlted honun mechamsiki. And 
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tbcy f^iadunllv sank down, Iluir heads fidhiiK tn- 
wahlvS Ihi’ii knco, uitboul, bowcver, 

IniK o\cv, for their luiue aud tbcii litnhH lost tbeiti 
yaparity for nun in;;, and hccaiiie as bard as w’oik’, 
impubsihiL lo bend or to set iipn;;ht. 

*^•\lld the riJd of us, more robust, we kept still 
on, » -billed to tlic marrow of onr bones, 
advaru'in;; l^y dint of forced inovciiu nl lhroii;rh 
that nifvht, thrniijrb that snow, ihrongh that cold 
and deadly eoiiutiy, rriishetl by pain, liy defojil, hv 
despair, above all, overeomc by the abominable 
Sensation of abandonment, of the end, of death, of 
noth in;; ness.’ 

"1 saw two gendarmes bolding by the arm a 
ruriousdooking little man. old, beatdle-s, of truly 
sin prising aspect. 

“They were looking out for an olficcr, believing 
that they caught a spy. The word “spy** at once 
sjiiead through the midst of the slru^glers, and 
they gathered m a group round the prisoner. A 
voiio exclaimed: ‘lie mu.st be ->1101!* And ill 
these soldiers wlio wire falling from utter pros- 
tration, only holding tliemsilves on their feet by 
leaning on their guns, felt all of a sudden that 
thrill of furious and besii.il anger which tirges on 
a mob to massactc. 

“1 wauled to speak ! I was at that time in com- 
muud of a battalion ; but they no longer recognised 
the authority of thlir commanding officer ; they 
would have shot mvself. 

**(Uic of the gendannes said : ‘lie has been fol- 
lowing us for the last three day.s. fic has been 
asking information from ever^’onV about the artil- 
leTj-.* 

“1 took it oil my.seU to question this person. 

•'•What arc you doing? What do you waut^ 
Why are yftu accompanying the army?* 

••ffe stammered out some w^ords in .some unui- 
felligiblo dialect. He was, itideM, a strange he- 



Till* aoRJRlBl<E. 


!S 


in;;, with naiiow sliouldots, a 'sly UM>k, aud SHcU 
an agitated air in my ptcscnce that I had no longct 
iiijy real doubt that fic was a spy. He seemed 
aged and feeble. Ho kept sbitlng at me from un- 
der his eyes with iiumble, stupid^ and crafty air. 
**The men all round us exclaimed : 

** 'To the wall! to the wall!* 

"[ said to the gcudarmcis : 

" ‘Do you aiiswct foi the prisoner?* 

"I had not ceased speaking wheu n terrific push 
111 lew me on my back, and in a second 1 saw the 
mail seized by the furious soldiers, thrown down.* 
-itiuck, diugged along the side of the road, arid 
Hung against a tree. lie fell in the snow, nearly 
dead already. 

"And inuiicdiatcly they shot him. Tiic soUlieiA 
hred at him, re-loaded their guns, tiled again with 
the desperate energy of brutes. They lought witn 
each other to have a shot at him, filed oil in ft nut 
of the corpse, and kept firing at him, as people 
at a funeral kcc]) .s|irinkliiig holy water in front of 
a colfiii. 

"Iiut suddenly a cry aro.se of ‘The Trussians ! 
the Prussiau.s!* 

“And all along the horizon 1 heard the great 
uoi-^e of this panic«strickeii army ill full flight. ^ 
"The panic, generated by these shots fired a^, 
this vagabond, had filled bis very cxcutioners with 
terror; ami, without realising that they were them- 
selves the originators of the scare, rushed awav 
and disappcaietl in the darkiics.s. 

“I icinaiued alone in front of the corpae with 
the two gendarmes, whom their duty had compel- 
led to sUy with me. 

“They lifted up the riddlcfl piece of flesh, 
briiisuraud bleeding. 

“ 'lie must lie examined,' I said to them 
“And L handedt. them a Ikix of \estas, which f 
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bad in my porkcl. One uf the .soldier$ had 
atiothf-r hoA. I wn.-; standing lielwcen the two. 

'Tile gviidaniK-, who w.i> fodiiig the body, cal 
led <»ut : 

V ‘Clothed in a bine bloii'^c, a trouseis, and a pan* 
shoes.’ 

‘’The first match went out ; we lighted a second 
The man went on, as he turned out liiK pockeU . 

** ^A horn knile, cheek handkctvhiel, :i siiufi-box 
a bit ol patch-tluend, a piece of biead.* 

“The second iiinlch went out; ue lighted a 
ihiid. The gciidiinne, after having haudlcd the 
corj)Sc lor a long time, said : 

. '’“'Jhafs all.* 

**I said ; 

'* ‘Strip him. We shall perhaps find soincthing 
near the skin.* 

“And, in older that the two soldiers might help 
each other in this task, 1 ‘^tood between thetii to 
gi\e tiuin light, 1 saw them, Iby the rapid and 
.speedily extinguished fla^h of the match, take oli 
the gainieiits one by on?, aiwl cx]H>se l<» view that 
bleeding bundle of flesh still waiiu, though lifeless. 

“And Muldculy one ot them exclaiinwl : 

, “ ‘riotxl (iod. General, it is a woman ?’ 

' “I eannot descril>c lo you the strange and poig- 
nant .sensation of pain that moved my heart. 1 
coif]^l not l)clicve it, and I knelt down in the snow 
before llie shapeless pulp of flesh tc see for myself ; 
it was a woinnu. * 

“The two gendarmes, speechless and stunne^ 
s^aited for me to give iny opinion on the matt^. 
But I did uol know what to think, wli.it theory tO 
adopt. ^ ^ 

“Then the brigadier slowly drawled out : 
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" ‘Perhaps -^lu CiUiK- t*> look fur :i son of hers iu 
tht: arlillcry, wLuni she had not lieatd irotn.* 

“And the other chimed in : 

“ 'Perhaps indeed lliat is so.* 

“And I, who had seen some very terrible thinj^l 
in iny tiiiK, begnn u» ery. And I felt, in the pres- 
ence of this corpse, in that icy cold nij^lit, the midst 
of that ploouiy plain, at the sight of this mystery, 
at tlic sight ol tliN murdered .stranger, the mc&nittg 
of that wold 'Horror.* 

"Now, 1 had the <ame sensation last year wliilo 
iiilcnogating one of the survivors of the PlutteH 
Mis.sion, an Algerian sharp.shootei . 

“You know the details of the atrocious drama. It 
is possible, howe\er, that you arc unacquaint&i 
with them. 

“The Colonel travelled through the desert into 
the Soudan, and passed through the immense term 
toiy of the Touareg.s, who arc. ift-that great oct*a.» 
of sand which siod^^hes from tlic Atlantic to Egypt 
and from the Spttwit to Algeria, sc kind of pirates 
resembling those wjiio r4iv;igcd the sc.i^ in lorinef 
days. 

-^Tho guidci> who accompanied the ccdnnin be 
longed to the tribe of Chanit>n.a, of Oiiargla. 

one day, they oitebed llieir camp in the 
middle of the desert, and the .\rabs declared 
as the spring was a little (ailher away, they wottld 
go with all their camels to l<x>k for water. 

“Only one man warned 4lie t'olonel that he hsui 
1>cen bctiaycd : FlaHcrs> did not liclieve this, atict 
itccompamed the convey wIthHhe engineers, tli*, 
doctors, and nearly all the others. 

“They were mai^saered round the spring, and nil 
'^hc camds captured. • 

*“Tht Captain of the Arab Intcnigcnce Depart 
meiit at Uuargla, ^ho had ramamed in the catnp. 
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roiiiniaiMl i»i tlic survivors, sj)alus aud shaip 
shooters, and they commenced the retreat, leaviu;^ 
behind the baggage and the provisions for want of 
camels to carry tlieiii. 

**Tbcn they ‘started uu their journey thiougU tlii ; 
solitude without slmdc and without limits, umlei 
the devoti ling suu which burned them from moni- 
ing till ui^ht. 

"One tribe came to tender its submission aud 
bi ought dates as n trilnite They were poisoned. 
Nearly all the Freueh died, and, iiuioug them, the 
j[ast officer. 

*‘Tlieic only icinaiued nou a lew >puhi^ with 
llicir umirter’masler, robequin, and some native 
shaipslioutei.s of tho C'hamba.i tiibc. They had 
still two eainols left. They di''apj>caied one v.igUt 
along with two Arabs. 

'*'J'hen the snrvjvot's understood that lhe\ wer^. 
going to cat each other nj), as ooon un they dis- 
vox vied tke flight of the two men witii the tw-^ 
beusts, those who leinaiiK'd separ»»ted, ami prj* 
ceedcil to timich, one by oik*, through the Mdl saud« 
under the glare of a scorching sun, at a di.^tnuc^ 
of more than a gunshot from each oilier. 

^‘So they xx'cnt on all ilay, and, when they reaehed 
a tfpiing, each of them eaiiic to drink at it in turn a.s 
soon as e ach sulilaty marcher had moved forward 
thu numliei of yauls ai ranged upon. And Ihim they 
<*tmtinucd niarehing the whole day, raising, every- 
where they passetl, in that level burnt-iip expanse, 
ihoac little eolunms of dulst which, at a distant Ci 
indicate those who are tiudging through the desert. 

^lUit, one morning, out of the travellers made 
a sudden turn, and dicw nearer to his neighbour. 
A^d they all stoppcil tc look. 

; 'The man towards .whom the famishotl >otdier 
dt*xv near diil not fly, but lay flat on the giouml, 
and ltK»k aim at the one wlu» wa^ euming on. When 
he believed he xvas withiu guushpti he fired. Tite 
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oUioi \vo^ iJ«»l hit, ;i)ul he rontiuiictl then to avl 
v.JtJoe, .itKl cockinj* h{\y riui iu turn, killed hit* eon* 
ratle. 

“T 5k ii fioni the ciitiie horizon, the ollievs ruslicd 
to .Htik tluii .^harc. A«<1 he who had killed l! e 
fallen man, entting the corpse into pi(^e^, dii 
tributed it. 

**Antl liny once more placed llicmsclvcjS at fi'io*! 
di’.lanet tfu^e itwoticiiable allies, ]*rcpaiVn,L;: l«,*f 
the ncM muidci which \v»»nld bring Iheui to- 
gither. 

'‘For two (lays, they lived on this hntiiaii itesti 
which they divulcd amongst each oilier. Tlic i, 
Ihc famine came back, and he who had killed Hut 
first man began killing afresh. And again, lik# 
a batcher, be cal a]! the coi^ise, and oftored it to 
his comrades, keeping only his ow^n jiortioii of it 

“And so this retreat of oanntbals (\ontintietl 

“The la«^t Ficikhinaii, robegnin, was itiasHa- 
(ted at the side of a well, the very lugnt heloio 
the supplies an ived. 

“Do 3 *ou uiidcrsluiid now wind I mean by tlir. 
Horrible?*' 

This was Uic sloiy t#»M ns a )cw nights ago 
by ricucrul de li- - . , , 
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J ACori'S Die RANI) \L, having dined at home 
alone, told his valet be might go, and then he 
sal down at a table to write bis lettef^. 

He thus finished evcr>' year by writing and 
dreaming, lie mhde for himself a sorl'oi review 
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of Ib.it h;ul siinc New Vcai*« 

that weir now all over aiul do.ul ; 
mid, ill proportion as the fans of Iiis friends rose 
lip bofori- his eycS| he wrote them a few lines, 
a cordial ‘*(fOod indming" on the ist of Jamiarj” 

So he sat down, opened n drawer, took out of it 
a woman’s ^/holoj^raph, at it a few nioinents. 

and kissed it. Then, liarinjf laid it beside a sheet 

iiotepaper, he bcjjfan : — 

“My dear li e no, —Yon iimst have liy this time 
the little ainvenir whieh 1 scut you. I have shut 
iiiVM'lf lip this e\cnin/ij in ordej to tell yon.” 

I'lie pen here eeaseil to move. JaiCjiKS lose up 
and bcj^an walking up and dwn the looni. 

Koi the last six months lie had a mistress, not 
a mistress like the others, n woman with whom 
one cn^^a^es in a piCssiiig intrigue, of the theatrical 
woiJd or the '•demi-monde,” but a woman wlioni he 
Ipvetl and w<»ii. He was no longoi a young man, 
although he was still comparatively young lor 
man, and he lookwl on life seriously in n positive 
and practical s])iril. 

Accordingly, he drew np the lialance sheet oi 
his pAssion, as he drew np every year the balance 
sheet of friendships that were endetl or freshly 
eontraeted, of cireunistauces and persons that had 
entered into his life. 

His first ardour (»f love having grown calmer, he 
asked hiuisclf, with the precision of a merchant 
in.ikiiig a cnlculaliou, Avhat was the state of hi.5 
iie»>rt with re^rd to hei% and he tried to form an 
idea of what it would be in the future. 

ife.loufHl there a great and deep affection, made 
up of tentdemess, gratitude, and the thousand sub-^ 
tie ties^which gave birth to long and powerful at** 
tachiuents.^ 

A ring at the bell made him start- He hesitatecL. 
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Wotihl he open - But lie sairl U> himself tha*t it, 
was his <hily lo o|K.n on this New Year’s nij^ht, to 
open to the riikiiown mAo , knocks while |>nssiti)|jf 
maltci whom il inayl^. ' ^ 

So he took n wax^camB^^ssed throiif^h the 
anU-cliamlHT, removed tlir holts, turned the key, 
drew the d<Kjr b:u‘k, and saw his mistress staticlin)^ 
pale as a coipsc, leaiiinj* nj^ninst the wdl, 
lie slaimiiert'd ; 

•'What is the matter with it?* 

Sl*.o leplied : 

*‘Are you rdone i*' 

“ \Vs.*’ 

“Witlmut servants?** 

*Ves.»’ 

'Are von not j*oin(> cml?'* 

* No 

She entered with the air of a woman who knew- 
the hfMise. As soon as aihe w*as in the drawing* 
room, she sank into the sofa, and, eoveiinij her 
fac^ with her handr;, began to weep flieadlully. 

ITe knelt tiown at hrr feet, sti/.cd hold of her 
hands to roinoxc them from her eyes, m> that he 
miyhl look at them, and exclaim ; 

Ire’iv, what is the matter with yout 1 
im|>] >re <»f >ou to Ull me what is the matter witli 
yon ?'* 

1 hen, in the midst of liCr sobs, she iimnmir6d . 

*‘I ran no lon^^er Mvt like this ** 

Tie .lid not inulcistaiid. 

‘Li\c tliii- ? do yon mean?” . . 

•*Vcs. I can no longer live like this 1 

have endured so nuujt, . , He struck mo tin*?* 
af^ortioon.” > 

”\Vlio, your husband?** 

*Yes, my husband.*’ 

’’Ha!” 
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He astuuislicfl, tie^rr '^Urtpecled that 

her h(ii>h:iiul eouM he so hfiital IT*- was a man 
r*f the worhl, f»l the better a elntiiii.iii, a lover 

(it hr>i^t >, n theatre jafoer, atul an expert swort^'.tnati ; 
he was known, talkcil nbmit, appreeiatul every- 
uliorc, havinjr very I'ourUHMis manners, a very 
iMjiflioere inttllect, an al>s<*nec of c^lncation and ol 
ine leal (ultnre needed in order to think like all 
wclMned jieofjlo, and finally i respect for all con* 
voniiunal iircjmlices. 

He appeared to devo|e liitnseU to liis wife, as a 
man onjrht to do in tne eal'C of wealthy and well- 
ined people. He displayed eijplip:h of anxiety 
about her wishes, her health, her drosses, and, be- 
yond that, left her perfectly friT. 

Kaiulal, lmviu)v Income Irene’s friend, \had a 
iip:ht to the aflectionale haiul-elosp which eveiy 
husband endoweil with }?owl nmnners owes to hi^ 
wife'll intimate acf|iiaintances. Then, when Jacques 
aftci huvinfj been for sovic time the friend, be 
came the lo\er, his rehitioiKiwith .the husband weic 
more eoidial, as is fittinj^f. 

jaeques had never <li earned that Iheic were 
storms in thi-^ household, and he was ^scared at this 
nnexpeclod revelation. 

He asked . ; - ' 

**Ho\v did it happen ? tell 

'rheienpon, she Tclntad bhitory, the entire 

history of her life ain^ «ie. day of fier piafna^^o, 

the first discussion opt erf rf mere notliiujc, 
then aocctitimting hH <ho estmugement 

wliicli gro\^s up dicH ‘da 3 ^ 4i«iweeil two opposite 
fvpe.s of character. 

Then earne quarrels, a complete separation, not 
appaiont, but real; next, her fuisqatid showed him- 
self aggro^Wve, suspicions, violent. JKow, 
jeftlons, jealous of Jacques, and tlijs day ex'cu, afU^ 

' a scene, he had stmek her. . • . 
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•*!> v\i(h ikiistott, will iKit go huk 

to him Do with me what \oii like ** 

Ja(umi<* »al down opposite to hefi then kiieca 
lotichfng each other, lie caught hoM of hci hands : 

'*Mv deal 1o\c, \ou aic going tt> eoinimt a 
.lu ificparahk full> If >ou want to quit your 
husbaiia, pul wroiigs on one siile, so th«it ymU 
'’•itaatioQ a woman of tlio world ini\ he sa\c<l.*' 
^hc askcil, <ts she t at a U.stlest» glance . 

‘'Then, what do adviic me 

*'To go biuk home and t(Vput np with \oui life, 
tluic till the dav when %oit i ni obtain either a 
separation or a diydrce, with the honoiiiH ol war 

' Is not this thing which >om adMse me to do a 
little cowordl> 

"Xo: it is wise and treasonable \ou luxe a 
high position, a Kputatioti to safeguiid, tiumls t/ 
pu^erxe, ati(l ul itiotis to deal with \ou inti<>t 
not lose all these through a tneic taprue ** 

Site lose up, and said %vith xiolcnec 
•*\\e1l, nu» [ ca^unot luxe au> tnoic of it » It ttl' 
at an end ! it is at m end ’ " 

Then, plartng her two Innds on lisr lotcr^ 
shouldu*), and lining at him straight lU the tac^^ 
bhe asked 
"Do \ou loxc 
"Yes 

"Reallv and I1UI3 I" 

"Yes " 

* 1 hen keep me " 

Ik ex(lalnie<I * ^ 

“Keep you> In my c»wn hoice^ Why, 

\oii aie mad It would mean losing >oti h*r evst « 
fofriug xoii beyond hope of recaUI You aie ntadl^ 
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She rcplieil, slowly and seriously, like a wopuui 
who feels tlio weijjht of her words : 

“Ij'stcu, Jacques. 11c has forbidden me to sec 
you again, and I will not play this cotnedy oi com- 
ing .secretly to your house. Y(ni must cither lose 
me or take me.” 

”My dear lionc, in that case, obtain your di- 
vorce, and 1 will marr^* j’oii.” 

“Yes, you will marry me iu-4wo ycai& at tiie 
soonest. Youis i.s a patient love.” 

“Look here! T^efleel ! If you remain lure, h • 11 
come to-morrow to t.ikc yoii nway. --.ceinj; that he 
is your hn.sbaiid, seeing that he has right and hiw 
on his side.” 

“1 did not ask you to keep me in yonr own house, 
jfloques, but to’ take me anywhere you like. 1 
thought you loved me enough to do that. I have 
made a mistake, (rood-hve!” 

She turned roniul, and went towards the dt>or 
quickly that ho was onlv able to catch hold of her 
when she was outside the room. 

“Tdsten, licue^’’ 

She struggled, ami did not want to listen to him 
any longer, hei eyes full of tears, and with t lies': 
words only on her lips : 

“Let me alone! let me alone! let me alone!” 

He made her sit down by force, and falling once 
more on his knees at her feet, he now* broughi for- 
; waul a number of arguments and counsels to make 
her understand the folly and terrible risk of her 
project. He omiltcil nothing which he deerord 
It nccessaiy to say to convince her, finding even 
in hifs very affection for her moth^ of pci suasion 

.\s she Tcfhaiuetl .silent and cold, he begged uf 
her, implored of her to listen to him, lo trust 
him, to follow hi< advice. • 
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When ht had si^cikkinij:, she ottly^rq* 

I»liotl : 

'‘Aiv you dis}Hiswl lo let me go away now ? " 

Take away your liaud>, so that 1 may riso up ’ 
‘*).oc>k here, Itciie.** 

Will you let me go?*' 

“Irene ... is your resolulitm i ire vocable ?*' , 

“Ho let me go.*' 

“Ti’ll nio only whether ltii> rcsoliilion, tliH. ;' 
loolish lasolution of your.^^, which you will bitter- 
1\ ugifl, i.s iuevocable?" 
es .... let me go !** 

•"riu'U stay. You know well I hat you are at 
home lure. We 'ball go away tomorrow morn- 
ing." 

She rose up in spile of him, and said in a hard 
tone ; 

"Xo. It is too late. I do not want .sacrifice; 

I d<» not want devotion.’* 

“Stay! I have done what I ought lo do; 1 
ha\c said wh.it I ought to say. t linve no further 
re-^ponsihilily on your behalf. My coii.sciencc in 
nt pcate. Tell me what'*\ou want me lo do, and 
1 w’ill obey." 

Slie liimtned her sciit, UH>ked at him for a long , 
lime, and then a.sked, in a very calm voice ; ^ 

“lixplaiu, then.” 

••How is thalt What do you w.sh mo to ex* 
plain?" 

"Everything— everything that yon have thougl|t% 
alKnit before coining to this resolution. Theit 
will sec what I ought to dS.** ^ c> 

"But 1 have thought about nothing at nil. 
ought to w arn you that you are going to aecofii^« 
plish an act of lolly. You f^ersist; then I a^k tp. 
share in ihl^ iwt of folly, and I even iufiist on it;H 
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'*Tt is not n.'Uiiial to ch^t^ one’s opiiuons so 
qiiiekly.'* 

*‘l,islci), U)y cleiir love. 11 is uot a queslion cl 
s.n rificc or Jtvolioii. l)n Ibc dny wheti T realised 
that T lo\*cd yon, I sahl this to inj^sclf, wliic.i 
tjvciy lover ought to P:iy to himself In the same 
case : --*Thc man who loves a woman, who makes 
an effort to win Ik r, who gets her, and who takes 
her, eontrnets so far as he is himself, a nil' so fa^ 
a^ she is roneerned, a saeied eiigageinent. It i*. 
niaik von, a question of deaHiig with a womati^ 
like yon, and not with a woman of an Impulsive 
ftiii) vieUlinf disposition 

'^‘Mairiage, which has a great so< iai value, a 
great legal value, possesses in my eyes (uily a ver / 
slight moral value, taking into account the con- 
ditions tituler which it generally takes place. 

‘‘Therefore, wlion a woman, uniteil by this law- 
ful bond, but having no altncbmciit to her Ims- 
band, wlioni she rannot love, a woman whose heart 
is fri'C. meets ;v man whom she cares for, and give.’i 
licisolf to him, when a man who has no other tie, 
takes a woman in tli3§ way, 1 say they pledge; 
themselveis towaitls each 'qther by this tnutual ^jul 
free agrcciucnt inu(;hi more than by the *\’e.s‘ 
utterecl in the presence of the MavorN sa^. 

•*I .say that, if they botli honourable per- 
sons, tbeir union must be mote , j^iniAtc, mon- 
real, more healthy,, than il alWthc iWrament- liad, 
consecrated it. 

“This woman risks everything. And it is ex- 
gclly because she knowr-it, bei-ause she gives 
eveo^thing, her heart, her bexly, hen soul, hci 
honour, her life, because she has forest all 
miseries, nl> dan^rs, all catasfrophie$, bemuse she 
is prepared, c determined to brave everything^ her 
husband who might kill her, and satiety which 
may cast her out. This is why she is respectable 
ill her conjugal ipfiedelity, this is why her lover^ 
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!« Uttf must also lia\c forcsacii ewrythings 

ami ]>rofcrred hvt to evcryUitug wliatevw aiav 
happen. J have nothing more to aay. I sp'>ke 1% « 
the beginning* lil^e A man of aenae, wh*>ie dntg: 
U uas to warn ycm» and now there is leit in ma, 
only one matt— the tnou who lovcis you. ' then, ' 
Avhj'it I am to doT* 

Rndiaui, she closed his' inmUli witli her lips; 
she sakMo him in alow toiu* : 

*‘It is not true, darling! Thoic is nothing the 
tiiaiU^I My husband <li>cv nut siispci't anvlnitigv 
But T waiitiMl to see, I wauled to kti^, what you 
would do. I wished loi a New YearVgilt — the ‘gilt 
of your heart— another gift bt.siiUs tSc iierkl;i*e. 
yoii have sent me. You have given it to m‘% 

Thoiiksf thanks! God he thsnkcrl for the 

hat)piiicss you have given me!*' 


imSIDp; DGAD MAN. 


H e was slowly dyiugj as eousumjitives die. t 
saw fiim sHtlinff dmvn o^sry day at two 
oVkH^k under the AsHlud^wHl^oT the hotel, facing the 
tiatiQutl -sca <m an ot>^i-air bench, itc lemainikl 
ioi: some time without moving, in the heat of flu.* 
sutfi garatig tnoumfully, ut the MeditciTaneatt 
Every now and then, be cast a gltince at the loijtiv 
mouptaifiH with va]>orous sitionttis which sl^ts ill 
Mentono; then, with a very slow iiK>veine2% lic^ 
ciossc^l his long ieg,s, so thin that th<^‘ seoM^* 
twotboviei^ atound^whieh fluttered tt|o r!loth of 
trf m«iler6i, Wfl tw opened a book, which was 
tfic ,same<. And tnea h^ 4^ ^ mbrei 

hut read on w4th his eye his nihid i atf bis tXi 
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piriii}' )»u<ly scuiud to rod, .ill liis soul 
lost itself, i)is.'i])})(arc(l, ii» tin’s book, up to llie 
Iiout wilt II llu oool ;iir made him cough a little. 
Tlifcii, he got U]) and rc-ciitcTcd the hotel. 

He was a ^ill (icrmaii. with fair bcaid, wlu 
bicakfa.stcd and dined in hisi own room, and spoke 
to nobody. 

A vague eiimsily altiaded me to him. One (by 
I s'lt down hy his shU, having taken iij» a l»cK)k, 
too, to keei> appearances, a \olumc of Musset ’.s 
poe'.ns. 

Anti I liegaii to jun through “l^olla.*' 

Suddenly, my neighbour said to me, u g(^ud 
rianeh : 

“Do >011 know ( lerman, inonsionrr* 

“Not at all, monsieur.’* 

“J am Sony tor that Siiue ehaiicc has thiown 
us side by side, I conhl have lent you, I could 
have shown you, an inestimahlc thing -this bi>»k 
whnh I hold in my hand.** 

“What is it, praV?” 

“It is a 'opy of my master, Schopenhauer, anno- 
lated with bfs own hand. All the margins, 
you may sec, are ci.vercd with his handwnting.** 

' 1 took the hook from him reverently, and 1 ga/.cd 

at those foim.s incomprehensible to me, but whii.h 
roealcil th0 iinmortal thought of the greatest 
shattcrci of dreams who had ever dwelt ou earth. 

And ^lussot’s verses arose in my .nicinory ; 

‘Hast ihou found out, Voltaire, that it is bliss 
to die,# 

Or docs thv hideous smile over Ihv bleached bones 

And involuntairly I omipared the childish sal- 
casm, the reVlgious sarcasm, of Voltaire 'vith the 
irresistible irDiiy of the Gcrtn/iii philosopher, whose 
lufiuncc is liemefotth mctfacrtble. 

l.^t u5 protest, and 'let us be aiigr>', lot as oe. 
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iuili^iKUil, or Ivt us Ik* vniliusizistic, Schopenhauer 
h.is n).iike<1 Innnanity with the nscal oC disilaill 
ami ol clisemhanlnient. 

A disiihusod plcjiairt-scefccr, he ovcrthmws be- 
liefb, liopes, |>oetic ideal, and chiincias, destroyed 
the iKiJirations, ravaj*:etl the eonfidence of souls, 
kilK'd love, dia;i>;o<l down Uu* chivalrous worship 
of women, ci tidied the illusion.^ of the hearts and 
4it:a)i«])lislKd the most J4i>*antic UinU ever attcinptca 
by scepticism. fTe pa.sstnl over evciythiiiK with 
lus mockinj; spirit, and left everythin>j cinplv. 
And even hiday those who execrate him seem to 
carry poitioii> of his thought, in spite of tlnuu- 
sclve:>, in their ow'ii souls. 

“So, then, you were iutimatelv ac(|uaiiited with 
Schopenhauer ?“ 1 said to the Gertnan. 

He smiled sadly. 

“I'p lo the time of his death, immsieur.^* 

.\ud he spoke to me about the philosopher and 
told me about the almost isupcrnaUiral impression 
which this strange being made ou all who caiiK 
near him 

He gave me an account cd the inleivtew of the 
old icoiHKlast with a l*ronch i>olitician, a doctrin- 
aire Repuhlican, who wanted to get a glimpse ol 
this man, and found him in a noisy laverii, scf'itecl 
in the midst ol nis diseipld^, drv, wnnkle<l, laugh; ^ 
ing with an unforgettable laugh, eating and tciir** 
iiig ideil't and beliefs with a single word, as a dc^^ 
tears with owe bite of his teeth the lis.sucs with 
which he plays. 

He repeated foi me the comment of this French 
man as he went away, scared and terrified r— 'Vi 
thought 1 ha<l Hinriit an hour with the devil. •• 

Then he added ; 

“He had, indeed, mon.sieur, n frightful smile 
which icrtitn-tl its even alter his death. I can te’l 
you an am^edote alKnit it not generally known, if 
It has any inUrcsi lo you.*’ 
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And lie l)cg::m, in n tin*d voice, intcrrujdtd I17 
Jictiuenl fit* of conghiTiif : 

'^f^hopenhauer had just died, and it was arranged 
tl|^t we should watch, in turn, two by two, tilt 

'‘lie was l>in« in ;i lar^^e a|mitniciit, \cry simple, 
\asl, and j^looniy. Two wax-candles were burning 
on the bedside sbiiid. 

It wiis midnight when 1 took uj) my task oi 
wat* hin;> nlont> with one our coii^adcs" The tw’O 
li lends .whom we replaeed had left the aparlmcnl, 
and 've eaine and set down at the fi>ot i»f the bed. 

“The face wil;^ not ^ handed. It was laaghin;; 
Tiiat pucker wlmh we knew m> well lingered still 
around the coviicvs of tho and It seemed to us 
that he was idxait lo (^peu hlf-» eves, to move, and 
to speak. 11 is thought, or t.itfier his thoughts, 
iiiveloped us W e felt onrselveb more than "ever 
in the ntiiiosidu re of liis genius, absoibed. posses- 
sed by hiiii. llis domination seemed to be even 
iinue s<wereign now that he was dead. .\ sense of 
mystery was bleiuled with the powci of this in- 
(^Oiniiamble spirit. 

bodies of these men disappear, iiiit they 
iti'iinin lliemsehes; and in the uignt which follows 
the stoppage of their Jii;at*tV hcatdig.s, I as-urc yem, 
inonsiour, tiuy are terrifying. 

“And in hushed tones wc talked about hiiUf ic- 
Cftlling to mind certain sayings, ccilain formulas 
of his, those staitUng maxims which an like jeU 
of tlame flung, by means of some words, into the 
darkness of the rnkiiown I.ilc. 

*’ 'It seeni.s to me that he is going to speak/ 
said ijy comiade Aiul we blared with iiucasincss, 
buidvifug on fear at tho motionless face with its 
eternal laggh. Cradnally, we began to feel ill at 
ease, oppres.scd, oh the point of fainting. I f^il- 
tcrod : 
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“ ‘I (lon’l knnw wUftt is the inat(;^ct:wi(li me, 
••uf. I vou, I am not well.’' ' ' 

"■ - ' V 

And at that niotiunt we iiotucfl Ittat (bclo^Vi^ 
utlpll*a^.alt l«nir fioni the coitl>c/ 

*' rhen iny C idurade suggested that we (slioukl 
inti> the adjoining roinu, utul lenvo the door opcu; 
afid 1 assculf*! to hi^ proposal. 

'*! tntik one of the wax-candles, which hnrined or * 
tlu he-iaiU* bland, and I U*ft the second behind. 
Then we Went and sat duwn at the othef end of 
the adjoiiiiiirt npaitinent, so jdde to V»e« 

fioiii wheie ac* wete tl»e lfe<l ainl tho t;ot pse, (dearlj* 
u ^Ciikd f>y thy light. 

•'lint be still held posseV'^iou of ns. One would 
have thought that his imtnatcrinl essence, liberated 
flee, all -pt)\vei fill and dominating, wa.s flitting 
around us. /Viul sometimes, too, the draadful 
^nudl of the derofnpo.Hcil liudy came towa'ds u.s 
and i»enetr.iU<l us, siekeiiing and iiuleli liable. 

•‘.Suddenly a sliixer passed thn>u|^ our hones- 
a sound, a slight sound, came from the'death eham- 
ber. liniueiliately we fixed o^r glnuets on hitQ| > 
and we saw, yc},, nunisieur, %vc saw cK.stiiictly, both 
of uS, . something whito flyfiig over the bei), falliiMf . 
on the carpet, and vanishing u^dbr an armctolr, 

“Wc were on our feet be fori^ we had time .lo 
think of anything, di.stracted by stupefying terroi, 
ready to run away. Then we sUred at cacdi other. 
\Ve wcie hornbly pale. Our hearty throbbed so 
ncreeiy that our clothes swcllcti over our chests 
I was the first to .speak 

**\QVt saw ?’ 

'“Vcb, Isaw?* 

.! ^ dead?* 

.r putrefyiitg V 

‘\\ hat arc v • to do f * 

‘'M> twipaniort said in a h€%itatit]g tone ; 
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** 'We must go and look.* 

f tiwk our WiiN-^andle, and I tnUrcd first, stanli* 
ing with tn\ cVL tlnough all the iatgi apaitment 
with itH daik comers There wat* not the kaJ 
uiONctneiit now, said 1 approached the bed Itut I 
stood traiisiicvod ^ith iStiiix)r and fnght Schoi>en- 
h uu r w IS 110 longer laughing 1 He was grinning 
in a hoinhlo i I'^liion, with his lips pressed together 
ami deep hrdlows in ht checks I statuincrcd out 
'lie's not dead'* 

Ihit the terrible odoni aiosc np to in\ no'^c and 
stilled nu \iid 1 no longer moved, but kept stag- 
ing lixedly at him, scited is il in the picsenee of 
the appaiftioii 

'I hen tn\ eon^niiioii, ha\ing seired the otliei 
\\4\-e«indU, belli foiw ird 'Ihtn, he touched im 
aim without iilteiinj, i word I followed hi> gl luei, 
Mild I saw on the gionnd, uiidci the aimihan b> 
Die side of the bed, ill while on the dirk eatpe, 
open, ns it to bite, Sebopeiih uiei's set of aitifieiai 
teeth 

'The woik ol decomposition, IcKiscning the jiw-, 
had made it jump out e>f the mouth 

“I was ieill> liighleiied that d iv, meuisiciir ** 

And as the sun was sinkMig low irds the glitte - 
mg ’.ea, the vonsiiniptne rTonnau rose liom his 
>eal, giM me a pirtiug bow, \ml rctiuti into the 
hedel 
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M V darlings,** aaid the Countess, "\oii must go 
to bed •' 

Tne lluee children, two girls and a boj’, rose up, 
and went*to kiss then grandmother 
ihen thi^ came to »a> **Good night*' to M k 
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Ctivc, who hntl vliiu.l at tlic obatcati, as he did every 
Thursday. 

The Abbe ^t.iudiiil j[»ul two of the youug oucii 
siltmj> *>n hi< knees, p-i.'shij? hh Io»ig aims clad in 
Mark hdiiiid the chihlrvirs mt ks; and, diawiUK; 
their heads towards him with i\ paternal move- 
ment, he kidfsed each of them nti tlie fotehcad with 
a long, tender kiss » 

Then, he a: 4 :aiii set them th>wMi on the ground, 
and the little being went oir, th * boy in himt, ai»d 
the gills behind 

•'You are ft»«d of cliiitlreii, M le t*nie,*’ said 
the Conlessc- 

• Very fond, Madame.** 

The old woman raised her bright cye< Icvwords 
the piicst. 

•‘And— has your soliliuK ncxer weighed bn 
heavily on you 

•'Ves, soniotimcs.*' 

,He became bileiit, hesitated, and then added : - 
'•fiiit I was never made for oidiiuiry life ’* 

*\Mi.it do you know about it?** 

'Oh! 1 kuow very well. I w.l^ innle to he a 
priest . 1 followed my own patli.*’ * 

The Cointes.se kept staring at him : 

“Look here, M. le Cure, tell me this— tell me, 
how it was you resolved to rcnoiinre for ever what 
nuikcs us love life— the rest of iij;— all that rou- 
soles and sustains nst What is it that drove you, 
impelled yon, to separate yourself from the great 
natural patli of marriages and the family. You 
arc neither an ^nthn.stast nor a fajHatic, neither a 
gloomy ]>ctHon nor a sad peison. .Was it soni- 
Strang ofcurrcncc, some sorrow, that led you tj 
take life-long vows?” • 

^ Tlie Abbe Maudnit ross up and advanced towards 

D 





the firc» then drew iowaitlb the ilauies the bisf 
shoes suili A'* countiy pi tests Keucially weni lit) 
seemed stdl hemhitmg^ as to wTiat lu slitmlo 
make 

He was a tall, old matl with white halt, and for 
Iho last twenty he hud heoii the pa^toi ot 

the palish of Sainte-Aiitoinc-flii-Rot'her ‘ The 
piasaiit^ s.ti<r 6f him ; ‘*Thcrc*s .i nuui for 

\ou*** And indeed hif was a nun, lH^n*\o* 

hut, to all, gentle, and^ to itown uli, 

nen< toiu^ I, ike %Saiiit Mttrtin, he hail ctii his 
lioak in iwa. He ffedy laughed, and \\ei>t too loi 
\uv iilMo, jiut l:kc- a wotinn u thing tint pre- 
judiced him tnou or in tin hard ol thi- 

vomit I) 

'llu* <»fd e'ointcssc d^ Su\iUe, living in leliiC- 
ment 111 liii cji«nU«in ot K«xhet, jn oidot to hung u(» 
hu gi iiah hiklien, aftv r the snetessive iluith^ of 
hci son uid hcM *ou*hi law, was \eiy nuiih alt. u li- 
ed U hii euui hnci ii'^ed to Kiy of him '*fK has 
:i *«iii(’ heal 1 1 ** 

He lime c\ei> 'tliuisday to sueud Uu* ivcmug 
at the chateau, uiul they weie cKxsc ineuds, with 
till open .ind lioiw^t tiiuulship of old peo^de* 

die' piisisted 

‘ l(ok here M U i'uit * ’ti'» \oux tnia nov* to 
iiinke a coofe^um » ** 

He npuated '*l was not made foi a life like 
iMivhody else 1 saw it myseli fortnnatelv in 
tiine, and 1 ha.e had inaii> pioofs siue'e that I 
Jiad nude no mistake cm .the point. 

* ]^fy paiviits, who we'ie meiecis in Verdit-i^, an*l 
laHi^i iich, had much auihitioii on my account. 
I hey sent me to *i lioai ding-school while I was veiv 
young Voii cannot eonecive avhat a boy mav 
sufiei at college, by the mare fact ol separation, 
of isolation This nionotoiious life without offec 
lion good lor some, and detestable for others. 
Voin.i: people ha\e often hearts ttioie seu^tiv*» 
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one supposes, and by shuttmg them up thu$ 
too -oon Id! IromtboM? they love, ne may dt\cl«#p 
to an (..\(esM\e ext ui a Keuoibility whicfi Ih of an 
ovcibtiufjg kmdt ^nd uhlcb btxoincs sirkly and 
daiigvxou*). ** ^ ' 

* I ^lUily jvei p)a>ci1; Ificl^Oi fiad iompanion«>' 

J pished my liouju in look , back to iiiy home , 
Il’ich 11 Kiel' I ^punl tbc niKhi nj.eping lU 

in\ i)i<l I sought t ht*^ upd^Htojc my miiuT re 
(olloctioiih ot fiiy^owti iriBiyn lecollcciioii^ 

ol little tlungs, httic cv^tiN 1 waght tnee^^ 
smith oi all 1 liad Uft tclHiul thurO* I bL^anc 
almost ]mptuccmtiol> aii'^ixcr stiKsiltve >oMlh t. 

whom lh6 dtlgut^t .intunaiiLCS Axcrc dreadful 
gild''. ’ % 

fogcllMh Mrilh UiiH 1 ictnatitcd laiitutn, hoU« 
absoiDMi witboid; expansion, without confidant » 
lilts work 01 menial cNnlt<iin>u was hiought about 
ob'.^.urely but sutel>» The tieivcb ot ilnldreii ai* 
((utckly excited* one ought to nave tegatd to the 
favt that the> h\e iOrn slate of deep eptte^ nice up 
to the time of .theii alinobt wihplotc dexcloptneiit. 
But doda anyone leflcct tliat, foi iciiaiti students, 
tiu unjust impositioacaii be as gic it a piup as tin 
death of a fitend altcrwaidi'f Does uti>oiu* icndcT 
lu c\acl account U# htnisoH of the la<t tint cei 
lam 30 ung sfuls line wutb vciy tttljje cause/ ter 
nble efflotiona, and are in a \ery snoit time 
diseased and incurable .souls ^ 

^^This Was my case* Thus fatuity ol regret, de 
% eloped itadf m me m such a fashiofi that * my 
existence became a martyrdom. 

**1 did not speak about at , 1 said Uotliing; «i1)out 
I t, but '*graduall 3 /> 1 acauir^ a| iheneibiliiy, or 
lather a sensitivity so lively « that soul resem- 
bled a Itvttig wound. Evemhing' timt touched it 
produced in it twitchings m p|dn* vtbra 

turns, and, conSIBquefitiy, true ravageh Happy 
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lift; Ihc men whom italuro has »t>utttcsscc] with iu- 
difference aiul armed with str>ieisn]. 

"I ruiched my sixteenth yeiii. An excessive 
timidity had come to me from this aptitude to suf- 
fer o»i accuiiJit of everything. ,Feelir .}4 myself iin* 
j)iotected aj'ainst all the attacks of cham-e or late, 
1 feared every contact, every apptoacli, e\ cry event. 
I Jived on the watch as if under the constant tlire<.t 
of an unknown and always expected ini^fortuirt. 
1 did not feel enough of boldness either to .speak 
or to act publicly. 1 had, indeed, the sensation 
that life is a «baltle, a dreadful confiiel in which, 
one receives terrible blows, grievous, mortal 
wounds. In place of eberisbing, like all men, the 
liope of good-fortnne on the morrow, I only kep* 
a confuse<l fear of it, and I felt in my own mind 
a (Icsiic to coiiccnl myself to avoid that contact m 
which I would be vanquished and slain. 

“As soon os my .studies were finished, they eave 
me six ,mantH^‘i time to choose a career. A very 
simple event made me see clarly, all of a sudden, 
into myself, showed me the diseased condition of 
iij> mind, made me understand the cUingci, and 
caused me to .make up my mind to fly from it. 

•‘Verdiers is a little town surrounded with plain *, 
and woods. In the central street stands my par- 
ents* liouse. T now passed my days far from this 
dwelling, wliieh I had so imidi regretted, and so 
mmh de.sired. Dream.'; were awakened in me, and 
1 walked all alone in the fields in order to let them 
cscafKi and fly away. My father and my mother* 
quite occupit^ with business, and anxious ub iut 
my future, talked to me only about their profits or 
abont my possible plans. They were fond of me 
in the way that hard-headed, practical people are; 
they had lucre reason than heart in their Section 
for’mc, I lived imprisoned in my thoughts, and 
ticmbling %vilh my eternal uneasiness. 

".Now, one eieuiiig, after a long walk, 1 saw, 
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as I was niakitife my way home with ^roat stttilos 
so as not to be latw, a tlojf Irottijij; towa]i;ds me. 
lie was a spedis of ted spaniel, very Icaii, willi 
loiiK, curly ears, 

licit he wsis ten paces away from mo hj 
stopped, I did the same. Then he 1>Ci»an waiyjrinif 
Ills tail, and eainc over to me vvith short stops aiiJ 
nervous inovciiicnts of his wlmU- body, goin^ down 
on his paws us if appcaliiip: to me, and solily shuk- 
iii.i' his head* Uc then made a show of crawliiif' 
with an air so humble, so sail, >o suppliant, that I 
felt the tears cominp: into my eyes. 1 iuikc iKVtr 
him : he ran away, then he came" back a^roin; and 
I bent down, trAinpf to coax him to iij*pro,u it me 
with soft woids' At la-'t, he was wi'jim reach of 
m>- hands, and I gently caressed nim villi ll»e 
most careful touch. 

’’He grew bold, rose up bit by bit, laid his paws 
cm my shoulders, and began to lick my (a?e. He 
followed me into the house. 

**This was really the first being 1 had passion- 
ately lovtd, bccau.se he returned my ail-xti in. My 
nttichmcnt to this animal was certain!} exagger.- 
alcd and ridiculous. It seemed to me,' ii a con- 
fused sort of way. that we were l\%'o brothers, lust 
on this e<irtb, and, therefore, isolated and without 
defence, one as well as the other. lie n.:vpr agai^ 
quitted my side. He slept at the foot ol iuy»£cd* 
ate at the table in .spite of the oppo.wti.m of my 
parents, and he followed me in my souuiry walks. 

' **1 often slopped at the side of a ditch, and I 
sat down in the grass. Sam immediately hiataed 
ti|>, fell asleep on my knees, and lifted up 'my hand 
with the end of his snout so that I migh* cat ess 
him. 

‘•One day, towards the end o( June, as we wcio 
oil the rmd from Saint-Pjerre-de-Cliavrol,:lsjw the 
diligence fiom I'avcreau coming along. ^Its fouij 
hotiscs were going at a gallops with yeih w bo*- 
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find itrijx.ria) crowtitd witli blrick leather 
The coai'hniat) crarked his whip • a c loud erf diHt 
lose up uiult-r the wheels of the heavy vehicle, then 
iloatcil behind, just as a cloud would do. 

'.'\nd, all of a suddt'n, as the vehicle came rln^« 
to utc, Sam, porliaps frightened bv the noise and 
wishing to join me, .iuniped in iTront of it. A 
liorsc/s foot knocked iiiin down. I saw liiin roll- 
iiiH'owr, luniiiig runiid, falliujr back ag^ain on all 
fouls, and then the cntiic coach gave lui> luj^; 
shakes, ainl behind it 1 saw something tiuiveiing 
in the dust on the load. He was nearly cut ir. 
two; all his iiite.stines were hanging lliiotigh his 
stomach, wliicii had been ripped o]kui, and Ml in 
spurts of blood to the ':rouml. He tried to get up, 
to W4dk, bill he louhl only move his t\V(» fumt 
puNN'-, .Old sciaUli the grouiul with them, as if to 
make a hole. Tlic two others wcie already dead. 
AikI he howled dreadfully, mad with pain. 

"'He died in a few minutes. I cannot describe 
how much I felt and suffered. 1 wfl^ confined to ray 
own tckuii for a niuiith. 

**Now, one night, my father, cm aged al sening 
me ill such a state for so little, exclaimed : 

*' 'How then will it be when you have real griefi 
- if you lose y<»ur wife or children ? 

“And 1 began to see clearly into myself. I un 
flerstood why ail the small miseries of each dav 
assumed in hiN' eyes the importance of a catastro- 
phe. 1 saw Hurt 1 Vas organised in such a way that 
I suffcied dreadfully from everylhiiig, that tvciy 
painful impression was multiplied by my diseased 
sensibility, and an atrocious fear of life took po • 
session of me. I was without passions, without 
ambitions ; 1 resolved to sacrifice possible joys in 
<mler to avoid sure .sorrows. Existence is short 
hut 1 insde up iny mind to si>eml it in the sendee 
Af others, in relieving their troubles and enje^ng ' 
their happiness. By haNdng no direct experience 
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ciihcf one or tlio other. I would only he eon* 
M ions of pa-isioiilcss CMiiotioiis. 

“Anil i7 you only knew how, in >i)ilc ol this, 
niistry iorturos me,* ravages me! tint what would 
ho for me an intolerable affliction has become con. 
nnscratiou, pity. 

“These .sorrows which 1 have every day lo con- 
rein myself about I could not endure if they fell 
ou my ’ heart. 1 could not have' seen one ol my 
thildicn die without dying myself. .And 1 have^ 
in spite of eveiy thing, preset ved .nucIi an obscure 
ami pcnctiviting fear of circutn.staiioes, that the 
.sight of the postman euteriiig m\ liou.se makes oi 
shiver pass ever\ day through my vein**, and y**. 
I have nothing to be* afraid of now.” 

The .Abbe Maiiduit ceased speaking. lie stiired 
into the fire in the huge grate, as il lu* •*a\v there 
mysterious tiling^, all the unknown ]U)vtion of e.\ 
istonee which he would have been able lo livr 
if he had more fearless in Iho f.ice of siifieiing 

lie added, then, in a subdued tone : 

“1 was right. 1 was not made for this wtnld ” 
'I'lu Comtesse said nothing at first; but at length, 
after o long silence, she remarked : 

“Ff)r my part, if 1 had not my gratidehildreu. 
1 believe 1 would not have the courage to live.** ^ 

.And the cure rose up without saying another 
woril 

.As the servants were asleep in tJie kitchen, sh ? 
coiidtieud him herself to the door, which lookeit 
out on the garden, and she saw his tall shadow lit 
up by the reflection of the lamp disappcariiig 
through the gloom of night. 

Then she came back and sat dowm before the 
aitd she pemdered over many things on which we 
never think when we ai'e young. 
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M AITRT^ A V \ T iiotai\ it Winoii, vvis pa-» 
MonitiU iivixl of nui ii Still tliougl 

nlWflfl} hald, ilw ( iiifiillv a little tor 

puliut» \s II w IS iittttijK, wearing a gold puie«-iu7 
nmu ul ot lid ta^hioned spcttacK^, attue, g^illiut, 
and {ovous^ ho paaned in Vcinbn as an artist He 
ilnliiiinied on the ):tono 'iml pla\od on the moIih, 
ami I uc musiell ^vemngs trhne nitc t pn tatiotu 
\\c\i given oi new opens 
lie Inul t\tii vvhil is eilhd i* hit of n voice 
itothing htt4\i hit, i wrv liUU hit of a vc»ne bu* 
he ui.innged it with intuh tasle that crias of 
“Bii'tlW** \c|UisiU *' “Sinprisiiigl** "Ador 
ihlc *•* iss iH fri)in iviiv Ihreit as Voon as he 
had inuiiiiinul the list note 
He vvns a suh^^iilnr to a ina«>io^Piiblislicr in 
Haris, who aihlicssetl new pieces to mm, nud lu 
Atilt irohi tiiiii to tune to tho» high. txocietv of the 
tovrti, little iiotts something in thm ^tvk 

“VolC hre invited to lie preneiB op Mqiuhv even 
ing at the hons^ of M Sava1» notdty, \enion, at 
the first production of *8<iW " 

A few oflicers, gifted ti|ltn gooa voices, formed 
tha iboitis Twm oi Jk^. of the vuiMfesscrs* 
famines als^ sang Tlie notary filled tlm part pf 
leadci of the oichcstra with so uiudb correctness 
Dial the bandmaster of the i^th legiment oC 
hue said to him one day, at the Cafe de TEurope * 

**Oh I M Snval is a master^ It is s great pitv that 
he did not adopt the career of an artial ** 
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W hen tjis tunit \^as molUioticd illl .i ili.iwitU; toOtu 
Uric was ilw i\s Mmubixlv found U> cleilarf * “fffe 
iH not an amalcnr , lie is an aitist,. a >;LnliitK 
\ntl two oi thiec iKr^on^ icfcatpdi 
profound coiuRtion — 

'*Ob» yes. n ffcmiiin ln>ifin^|iat|icttiw 

sticss on the word ‘'Kuuiiiic/* 

j**\civ tmu tli.it .1 luw \\otk was tuU^rprSl^ tt 
a biif l%iisiaii tlicitio, M Sa\al uaid a 
capital. « S 

NoW| 1 ibt >c u, Acoorilnwi^l^ cusUan, he \rci)t 
lo hear ‘•Ftoin^^VlIl,** ll^ |flK^>kl)R oxpeesi 
wbuh airicea in Paria at t 
leturn by the 12 35 tmln, so as not lo imm^ 
to sleep at a hotel lie had imt m inonhii' dies:! 
1 black coat and white tic, winch he ^sucaled tm 
dcr his overcoat with the collar turncci tip. 


As soon as lie jdaiitoil 1 ns fcK>t on thc^iu iV 
ktiis(erdani| tie felt hini«^clf 111 quite jo\iaf iiiuuil, 
He said to himself — 

*M)ccide 1 y the air of Pans docs not lesiuible any 
cdlier air It has m it sumcthing indcscnoably 
stimulating, exdtiiy, ii||oxuoting, wIkIi you 
wttJi a strange lohgihg to ganil>ol and to do many 
other things. As soon aa I ani\c heie, it seetftb W 
ine, all of a siriden, that 1 have lakcti a bottle 
champagne What a life one cun lead fn this city 
lu thel^U of artistst JIapp> aic the diet, th^ 
great men who enjoy rcilSwn in surh 1 1 it\ ’ What 
an axisicincc |i» the irs * '* 

‘\iid hi tnaihe plan» , he would lia\c hki li to know'' 
apitie of the celdbrattid men, io tsilc about them lit 
verdon, and to spend on e><*tiiiTg with {hein liorfi 
time to time in Pans. 


But suddenly an idtd stiuck him He had hear^l 
allusioub to- little cafes m the tenter boulcvaia# at 



ioa A QUrBR NTOIIT IX PARIS 

wliivb woll kjiowii tiicii of leltens, and even 

inusiciaTl’ ;nid he pnx’mlod to go tip to 

'Montniorte nl a sl(»w pace. 

He had two hour's before Iiiin. Hr wauled (<< 
hate a lonk-rouml. Ho parsed in Jroiit of taveins 
frequented by belalrd Itohetiiians .gazing at the dif- 
ferent faces, Seeking to di'^covi r the artists. V‘in dly, 
he came to the oign of ^*The l>cail Kal,” aiut al 
hired by the name, he entered. 

Five or six women, with their elliows resting 
on the marble lahlcr, were talking in low tones 
.about tlioir love ailatrs, the (piarrels of kucie and 
HorUnsc, and the scoundrel ism t»f Octave. They 
were no longer young, too fat and ti»() thin, lirc’d 
out, Used up. Yon could sec that they were almost 
‘ bald ; and they diiink luK-ks like men’. 

M. wSaval sat down a^ some distance from their , 
and waited for the hour for taking absinthe was at 
Imnd. 

A tall young man ''Ooo came in and Itxik a scat 
hesidt' hiin. The landlady called him M. “RoHihii- 
Jiu.'* The notary quivered. \\\U thi.s the Roman- 
lin who had taken a in«da! at the last Salon ? 

The young man innde a sign to Ihe waiter'; — 

**Yoii will biiiig up my dinner at oiicc, and then 
carry to inv uew studio*"' 15, Boulevard de Clichy, 
thirty bottle> of beer and the ham I ordered this 
morning. Wc are going to have house-warming.*' 

M Saval immediately ordered dinner. Then, he 
took off his overcoat, \so that his dress coat**hlid 
liis white tie could be fseeii. 11 is neigbbiuir did not 
seem to notice him. He had taken up a newsjJaper, 
and was ^fadm^ it. 51. Saval glanced sidewavs at 
uim, btitning with I be dcjdrc to speak to him. 

Two young men entered, in red vests, :pid peaked 
beards in tlie fashion of Henry III. ! Th^ sal 
down o]>positc Romantin. . < 
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The lirst ol the pair said :~ 

“It is for this evenitig?** 

Roman till pressed his hand. 

'*! believe you, old cfia^ and everyone will be 
there. I have Ronnat, Oinllomet, (U'Vvos, Ueratld, 
IlcrlKi't, Due/-, C'lairiii, and Jean-Panl bniueiis. It 
will be a glorious blow out ! .\nd women too ! Wain 
till you See! Kvery actretfs williout exception— of 
iiouise I mean, yon know, all those who liavo 
nothing to do this evening.** 

The Laiidloiil <»f the cstablismcnt came acioss. 

“Do you often have this housewarming 
The painter replied : — 

“I believe you, every three months, cneli qna** 
tcr.“ 

M. Saval could not rudrain himsc‘lf any longer, 
and ill a hesitating voice said : — 

“I beg, your pardon for intruding on you, inoii- 
sionr, but”' I heard 3'our name pronoiinreil, niid I 
would f»e vor\* glnd to know if you are really M, 
Romantin, who.se work in the Iasi Salon I bate 
so much admired.** • 

The pai liter answered : 

“I am the very pei*son, monsieur.” 

The notary then pii|d t^e arli>.l a veiy welU 
turned compliment, sho^kKr that he a man 
of culture. ' 

The painter, gritified, thankcfl him politely n ^ 
reply. . 

Then they chatted. Romantin returned to th#.^ 
.snhject of hid housewarming, going into details a* 
to the magui licence pf the forthcoming entertain.^ 
ment. . 

M. Saval questioned him as to all Ihh men he ^ 
was going to receive, adding 

“It would be an extraordinary piece of good tor- ; 
Hiinc for a stranger to meet at one time so many 
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in llic "Unlio of au ailisl ?*f 

your rank.” 

Roinaiitin, overcome, miswercd : - 

”H it would be uRiecablc to you, come.” 

M. Savnl accepted tbe invitation with ciithuftio^in, ^ 
reflecting 

“I’ll aUvavs have time eiu>u;rh In see ”Hcn.*4 
VIII.*” 

r.otb of I hem had finished their meal. The notary 
in.sistcd on payinjj the two bills, wishing to repay 
his nei^hboirr’s civilite<. He also paid for tlm 
(IrinbA of the young fellows in red velvet • then he 
left the establishment with iho painter. 

They slopped in front of a very long house, by no 
means high, of which all the Ursl storey had the 
appearance of an iiitenniuable conservatory. vSi'C 
studios .sIochI in a low with theii frnrts facing the 
boulc^'ar^>.^, 

Uoinantin was the first to t nter, and, ;iSi'endiug 
the stairs, he opened a door, ami lighted a inaten 
suul tner a candle. 

They found tlieraselvea in an iminease npiiTiroent, 
the fhriiitnre of which consisted of three chairs, 
two casel.<, and a few sketches lying on the ground 
along the walls. M. Saval remained .standing at 
the door in a stupified state of mind. 

The painter remarked ; — 

^‘licre you are! wc*ve got' to the spot; but every- 
thing has yet to be done.” 

Then, examining tlio hi|1i, bane apartment, whose 
ceiling was vcilcni in*shaaow.s, he said : — 

**\Ve tnigut make a great deal out of this studio,*'' 

He walked round it, surveyiilg it with the utmost 
attention, then went on ' 

‘*l have a mistress who might ea-sily give a help 
" ing hand. Women ate incomparable for hanging 
dwpery. But I sent her to the eouulry for tonlay 
Vin^oniicr to get her off my hands this evenii^. Jt 
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is jiul thiit she hotc<» me, but .*he is t*>t) iimcli laok.^< 
in;; iu the ways uf j^uod socivlv^ It wuiihl be cut* 
Imi raising to niy guests," 

lie reflected for a few seconds, and then ndcicd ^ 

“Slif is n giMjd girl, but not easy to deal with, ff 
knew Ibal I was lioklitig a reception, she would 
tear tail my eyes." .. . 

AI. Siiviil had not even moved; he did not nluli^t • 
stand. 

The artist came over lo him. 

"Since 1 have invited you, you arc going to gi^e 
me sonic help." 

Tlie notary said cinphaticaDy 

“Make any ii.se of me you please. I am at your 
dispct>al." 

Koiuautiu. tcok olf his jacket. 

‘ Well, eiti/cn. to work! We art fust going to 
elean up.** 

He went to the ba< k of the easel, <»ii which tboiO 
was a oanvess reiiK‘Seutiiig a cal, and seized A 
very worn -out broom. 

"1 say! Just hinsli up while 1 lo<»k after the 
lighting.** 

.M. Sa\al took the broom, iiispecte<l it, and th^n 
began lo sweep the floor very awkwardly, raising 
a whilrwiiid of dust. 

Koin.iiitin, disgusted, stopped him *‘Deuce 
lake it! you don't know bow to sweep a floor f. 
I.ook at me!** ^ 

And be began to roll before him a heap of grey* 
7sli sweeping, as if he had done nothing else all W 
life. Then he gave back the broom to.the notairyi 
w'ho imitated him. 

In fl\e minut€k», such a cloud of dust tiUeil Ufjd 
studio that Romantin asked 
**Wh^ are you? I can't see you any longef/*. 
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M. Savu], who was coiighiujif, lanic luvu to hitii 
Thf painter said to him : — 

“Ilow are you poing lu maiiapi* to pit up h 
ehandelicT ?** 

The- ollu i, stnnne<1, asked : — 

“What fhaiidclier ?“ 

“Why, a ehaiahdici to light a ehandolur with 
Wftx-i-anilles “ 

The notary did iu»l uiuU*t‘dand. 

The paintei lupan t»i jump al«Mil, eiarkiiig his 
lingers. 

“Well, uunistigneui , 1 have lonnd a wav.*' 

Then he went on more ealinly : ~ 

“llaxe you pot five fiamt, about von •*’' 

M. Saval replied ■ t 
“Why, yes.** 

Tiie artist said 

‘ Well, you'll p(» and Iniy lor me live fiancs* 
woith of wax candles while I go and the 

cooper." 

And he pnslu*<l the iiotaiy in liis evening coal 
into the street. \t llu- end of five minutes, they 
hail letmnod, one of them with the wax-caudles, 
ninl the other with the hoop of a cask. Th'ii 
Uomiintru pluiipid lii^ hand into a cupboard, and 
drew foith twenty empty bottles, which he tixe<l 
in the form of a crown aVotnid the hoi^p. 

lie then came down, mid went to Imrrow a lad- 
der fioiu the door- 'ut per, aflei haxitig cxplmued 
that he had oblainetl Uie favours of the old xvoman 
by paiutnip (lie pi.rti.iii ^ol her cat exhibited on 
the easel. 

When he mounted the ladder, lie sant to Al. 
saval : — 

"Are yod active f" 

*. The other, without understanding, answered 
*VVhv yes *' 

yon just climb up th^e, and fasten %his 
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(bandehvr fui me (<> tic nng ot the iciIiul Theu 
\ou must put a wa.\ catiille in each b<ittle, att<t 
light it I tell you 1 havi a genius lor lighting 
up but oil with >0111 Loat« dauiu it' \ou are 
jusi like a Jenniea 

The door uas opined biutally. A woman ap 
IKraiiil, with her L>es ilabhiiig, and lomaincd 
btiiidiug on the Uircshold 

Koinaiitin ga/ed at lui wiUi a look ul Uitoi 
She waited some seconds, ciossiiig ‘hei arm^ 
o\C‘i hei bicast, and theii^ in a bhiil), \ibialiitgi 
eN.abpciated \oKe*, said — 

"Ha* >ou biiotl} iiobe, is this the way you 
leave me?** 

Roinantiii nude no reply She went on . — 

"Ha* >ou scoundrel! You arc again doing the 
swell, {while >ou pack me oil toi the countiy 
Y ou*ll boon set the w ly 1*11 settle your jollihc i* 
tionb Y'es, Tm going to receive your friends * 
She giew waniiei - 

"I’m going to slap their faces with the bottles 
and the ix-eaiidlcb '* 

Komaiitin ntleud one ^ofl word 
"Matbilde 

3ut bhi did not pav in> attention to him, bhe 
went on - 

a little, m> fine fellow* wait i littlcl** 
Roinantiii went over to her, and tried to take 
her by the bauds — 

"Mathilde . 

But she was i.ovb fairly under way , and on she 
went, imiptving the \ials of hci wialb with 
strong words ami repioif'-hes They flowed out of 
iiti Mouth, Iiki a btieam sweeping i heap of 
filth along with it The words hauled out| 
seemed struggling foi exit She stulUrod, stani* 
incrcdi yelled, suddenly recoveniig hci \oi<c to 
cast loith an insnU or a curse. 
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lie ^iel/.e(l lici liands witltout her haviii>; even 
^ uotieed it. »Sln* iljd not scorn to sc*!* anythin^* . so 
unuh (Hciipitil Was sIh: in holdin.c; forth and Ic- 
liovinj^ h(i lioart. And sitddculy she bej^an to 
weep. Tile tt*nis I lowed from her eyes without 
makiiu^ her stem llic tide of her eonijdniiits. But 
her words had taken u howling, shrieking tune; 
they wen* « eonliinions ery, iulciiuptcd by sob- 
bings. She 4 (nninetieeil afiesh twice 01 " Ihiec 
times, till sin- sloppe<l as if something were chuk- 
ing her, ami at led she ceased With a regular 
dutHi of tears. 

Tlien he clasped her in his arms and kissed he* 
hair, ufIcctcMl himself. 

•'Mathilde, iny litHc Matin Idc, listen. Vou 
must be rc'i.sonable. You know, if 1 give a sup- 
j}or-party to my fiieml^, it is to thuuk these gen ' 
tlcinen for the meilal 1 got at the Salon. 1 cau 
not mcivc women. Vou ought to undei stand 
that. It is not the same with artists, as with 
other people.** 

She stimincied in the mid.st of her tears - 

“Why didn't you tell me this?** 

He replied 

“It was in onler not to annoy you, not to give 
you pain. Idsteii, I'm going to sec you home. 
You will lie very seusible, very . nice; you will tl* 
main quietly waiting for me iu and I'll 

tome back as >oou as it’s over.*^ 

She murmureil 

“Ves, but you will not In'giii over again?” 

“No, 1 ,s'vv»r 10 youl’V 

; He turned towards M. Saval, who had^t last 
^^ooked on the chandelier : — * 

“My dtoc friend, 1 am coming bark in 
niimites. If any one arrivas in my absence, do 
the honours foi me, will jou uot?’* 



A QUEER night IN PARIS 


to#. 


And tu i lined off Mathilde, who kept di>in(; Itec 
i>Cb with lici handkerchief di> ••he went alon}' 

Left to hmibclf, M. Savat buceetded iti putUttjr 
cxerytlunj; nrouiid linn ui otxier. Then he liifhted 
ilio waxeandlch, and waited 

11c w uUd for a <|u ntor of an lumt^ half an houic 
tin hunt RotnaiUui did not ictuin Then, sud' 
deiil), there was a dieadful noise on the bUirs, a 
bong ^huiiUd out iii ehorub hy twenty moiithb, 
and a icgnlar maieh like that of u riu^Hiaii regi- 
ment 1 he whole house was sh iketi h> the steady 
ti imp ol feet Tlie door flew open, and n uiotly 
throng appeaud, men ind women in a row, hold 
ntg oncaiioiher anil in arm, in pairs, knkttig theli 
net Is on the giouud, in ptoper lime, ad\anced lut^i 
the studio, like a snake uitcoiling itself Ihcy 
howled - 

**ConK, and let us all ho intiry, 

Prettj maids and soldiers gayl^* 

M Sd\<if, thunderstniek, remained standing in 
eveuiug dtess under the chandelier The pioccs- 
MOii of revellers caught sight of him, and uttered 
a shout 


•'A Jtameb* \ Joames*” 

And thc> began whirling louiid him, stiitouiii^ 
iug him with a dieU of vocifetaitons Ihen they 
took each other b\ the hand and went dancinj; 
^bout madly 

H9 attempted to explain ^ 


'•^IftpssicurK— messieurs mcbdamcs *' 
vOint th^ not listen him '1 li y 
Ijpiut, they jumped/ they brawled. 


w hiried 


^ At last the dancing ceased M. Savirt ultenA 
the word 


jf 


*'Mebbicuii» " 


«» 
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A t;i)] Noiirij^ ir;iif^huired and bcajrdiscl i*' 

The uom/ iiiti'inipUd hinr: — 

“What’h y«*ui name, my IriciidE* 

The n(d.^l3^ qiiiled s»rarcd, said; - 

‘*I am M. Saval.'* 

A voice exclaimed : - 

*V(iu iiuan Ilaptislc.** 

A woman said : 

"l.cl Ihc waiter alone! V<'u'|l end by 

nialvin}' him jjet aiij^rv. lie’s paid tti allciid ««n us, 
'and not to he lanj^lud at by UH.” 

Then, M. Saval noticed Ih.it tiaeii ^iicst had 
l»run*5ht his own ]»H>vi'iioii<. Oja* hidd a IkiHIc 
of wine, yiifl the (dial a pie. Thi^ one had a luif 
oi bread, and one a ham. 

The tall, fair yonn^ fellow placed . in his hands 
an ciionmnis s^iisaj;e, and jjavc <»rdyrj* 

“I .s;iv! Go and settle up the sWebonrd in the 
comer over there. You are to pnl llu bottles at 
the left and the provisions on the ri«»hl ’ 

Sa^al, getting quite distracted - 

“Ihit, messieurs. 1 am a notary?” 

'rnoie was a moment’s silence, and then a wild 
outburst of laughter One suspicious gcutlemau 
asked : — 

’’How arc yon here?” 

Ife explained, telling about liis project of goin^ 
to the Opica, his dcp;mure from Vern-m, bis ar- 
lival ill Palis, and the way Vn which he had spel t 
the evening. 

They sat around him to listen 'to iiiin ; they 
ijjereelcd hiin with words of applause, and* called 
S^lm ^hchcmadc. 
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Kumantin ilici not coiae back. Othev 
nnivcd. M. Saval wsfA presented Ici them so that 
he might begin liis story over iigaiii. lie declined • 
they forced him to relate it They iixed him oii 
one of three <*hairs bctwccti two women, wiio kept 
•ifjustantly filling his glass. TTe drank ; ne 
jaughed ; ho talked ; he sang tof>. lie tried l(» wait/ 
^Vith his chair, and fell on the ground. 

Fiorn^ Hint inoipeJit he forgot cveiythiiig. It 
sceniccl to him, that they itndr«.;sed him, 

put him to bi*d, atid^'^i|pit^hi'' Ntotnach ct>l '•iek. 

When he awoke, it was broad daylight, and he 
lay stutched ^^ilh his fed against .i cupboard, in 
a strange bed. 

An old woman with u broom in her hand was 
glaring angrily at him. At hast die said ; — 

**Ck\ir out, 3 ^ou lihu'kguard ! Clear t)nt ! What 
right has anyone to get drunk like this?** 

lb' np in feeling v( r>’ ill at ease, fie 

ask<d.*-- 

**Whcu am 1?'* 

“Where are von, yon dif1\ ^amp ? Vini are 
<lnink. Take y<mi rotten c.arease out ol Iutc a« 
rpiiA k as yon ran .ind ht-c no time about it!** 

He wanted to get np. He found that he WfU 
naked in the 1 k( 1. If is clothes had tlisappearcdT 
He blnrtctl out : 

“Madame. I •' 

Then he remembered ..... . Wliat was he to 

lo? He asked: - ^ 

•‘Uitl Monsieur Romantin come hack?'' 

The door-keeper shouted • 

“Wni \*ott take your dirty carcase oiit of thin , 
so‘ that he at any rate may not catch you here?'' 

M. Saval said, in a state of coiiiustctt : — 
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*'I i:r»l iii> ; Ih^.y lia\i* Imjcm 

laUin fruin ini-.** 

He had to w.ut, to explain his situation, ffi^e 
noli(‘c to his friends, and borrow tsome money lo 
)>iiy (dollies, ik- di<i iNit K;ue I’aiis till excninj* 
And when i»eoplc t.dlc about inn-sie id hmi in 
nis Tieantiful drawinti rnoin in Vernon, he declaies 
with rin air of .iuth*nilv that painliti" is a ver^ 
inferior ait 


TIM rn\si:KV \'ropv 


M nnd Mine Iei«l..»ni were alioiit the san:e 
ajjc. Put Mous'uni looked yonnj^CT, ;d- 
ihon^ih he was the weaker ot the two. They lived 
near ^Manles in a pietty estate, whieh lliey had 
lion;;lil after haviiii* made a hnlmv hy sellin*; 
punted cottons. 

The house was sniToundcd hy a beautiful tjardeu 
eonlaintuj; a poultry yard, Chinc-e kiosques, and :i 
little Ciiiisc rvatory at the end el the avenue. M 
I.eicbiair was short, umnd, and jovial, with the 
jovidity of a .shopkee[»cr of cpicniean lastes. His 
wUe iJaii, solf-willed, and alwav*. ib ^oiileiitid, had 
♦lot siua'eeded in overt oniin^ i.a lmM>and*s jjood. 
hnnuuir. She dytd hec^ haii, ami .Munttiines leatl 
, iio\tls, whieh made dieains |m>s throu>ili her soul, 
although she affected to de-.pi'^e writings of this 
kind. People said she was a woman of strong 
jMsstons without her having ever done anything 
to sustain that opinion. Ihu her husband some- 
tiine.s said :.-r*'My wife is a gay woman,*' with a 
/^rtaiu knowing air which awakened suppositious. 
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Im»i sf>n)v yt'iUs past, lio\vc\\;r, she h.uj '^howii 
liiisclJ :iirjrrc‘SM\« tnwanls y\. Lcicbnui, aUviiy*^ 
irritate. <l aiul liard, as if a sccu-t and unavowable 
tormented her. A soil of misnndn’Atainl* 
iu;4 na.<; the result. They scarc».‘ly spoke to caeh 
otiicr, and Madame, wh(»se n.nne was rnlniyic, was 
ituc.->-*nntlv luapin;* unlviiul roin^diinent-J, wound 
iu.*.i alhi^ioii^, liillc! wonK, without .iny fipparmt 
uasoii, on MoiisKur, uhose name ^mw tiustnvo. 

He Inut his hack, holed, ilj»>uij:h all Ihj 

sanu , endowed u itli such .» tnnd (»1 eonteiitinciit 
I lial lie took his ^liave of tho'-e doinostic liicketiilgs, 
lie a’-ked hiin-^cll, iieveitheK-ss, what iinkiiowu 
(aiiM eoiild )ia\a tliu< cndiitleioil his spouse, li>r 
lie had a .-tioiij.; feelmi*' that hei iiiitatioii hail a 
hidden reason, but so diflienlt to peutrate llrat hin 
elToit's io do so wore in \aiii 

lie ollen said to her : — “l.ook here, my d*ai, tell 
me what yon lia\c against inc I feel that yon avj 
« <»!j* (‘nliuj» something. 

She iiuatiahly reidjid ^‘Hnt Hki'c is nothing 
the matter with nm, ahsolntely nothing. I^side^, 
ii I had .>ome e.ni<e f<-r disronlonl, it would tic foj* 
>c»n tr* guess id it T don’t like men who iindiT*^’ 
stand notin' ag, w?u> arc so soft and incapatde that 
one iini'd oome tn llndr assi'>tance to mnke them 
gia-p ihw slightest thing.” 

!Iv nmiinined dcjceicdly, ”1 >eo clearly that y<4ll 
don't want ti' <ay aiixlhnig.” 

^iiil he well! awav .still striving to iinravo] the 
ni v' tc r\ . 

The I'ighls i specially h^x'ame \cry painful to 
him, for they alwaV'; shared the same Wd, as ow* 
d*A*.s in giMxl aud simfde hou.>eliol(ls. It was not, 
therefore, mere ordiiiaf3' ill-temper that she diH- 
iilaycd towards him. She diose tne monicnt when 
the> wore lying side by side to load him with lhflr> 
liveliest raifler}*. She rcproacheil him ptiocipe^y. 
with growing fat, “Voii take up all the room, you^. 
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;iic li^'coiniiiK so U\i. Atirl von mnVc my hacV 
swe.'it like niclttvl tnnl, n-i if yon tkonjrlit il was 
afjU'oalile to tne!** 

\iifl she ffin(Nl him to j?et np on the slij^htest 
pieUst, sciiilin^ him to look U>i a iiews- 

pa|Hr s)u- liad toi«^ott(‘ii, oi a hotllr of oraii}(^c: 
w.iUr, whii'li he I'.iiKd to tiiuf -nIic had hcr>cif 
hiddiii il aw.iy. \iid ^he cXelaimod in a tnrums 
and viivastk ioiio, “Von tni^ht, liowovoi, know 
well lo liiul it, yon In;: l»iH>by!*’ When ho h.ul 
Will wandiiin^i* :dKitil the slecpm.i: house lot n 
whole houv, and irtnnied lo the room einply- 
liainled, ihe only thanks she yave him wa> lo say, 
“Come, Rot haeli to bed, it will make \oii thin to 
lak( a little w.dkiiiR ; Vf»n are hiixnninR as Ikihhy 
as .1 spiiiiRtv** 

She kept wakiiiR him eecry moment by tkflar- 
I’nj* that she sulfeiiiiR irom eratnp> iiT Inw 
sloniacii, and insisted on his rnhhiiiR her stomaea 
with fl.mnel soaked ni can de Cologne * Hi made 
elforts to rnre hei, grieved id seciiiR her ill; and 
iit pioposed lo go and rouse up Celeste, then nmid. 
Then, she at oiut grew angry, erviiiR, “This fellow 
iinist be a ?<ki 1. Well! it is over. 1 am better 
now, so go h.iek to bed, vou big loiik” 

He asketi. •’ \i\ >ou quite sitio you have got 
Wllci ? ’• 

vSiic dung lln> harsh answer in Ins laec ; 

'‘Ve.s, hold yo\n loMgue! lei nir ."leoj*! Don’t 
woiry me nuy more ulmut it! You Me incapable 
of 4loiuR aM> thing, even of rubbing a woman.** 
Ho got into a stale tH^deep dejection, “but, my 
darling,” • 

She became exulqicrated, **1 want no *bttt*s.* 
llncitigh, isn’t it? idvc me some rest now.*’ 

.y. Aiul she turned her face to the walk 

Now, one night, she shook him so abinptly that 
be started np lu terror, and found himself in a 
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sithiiy |.v>luu willi riipulity which wns in>t 
babtlmi] to him. 

He stfttnmercfl, "What? \Vliat*s the tnnilcr?’* 

She caught liitu by the ntin and pinched him till 
he cried out. She g.»\c him .1 ho.x iti the e.n 
"I iieartl some uoise in the house. 

.Accustomed to the frecpuut alaiins ol Mine, 
l.erchour, he did not distiiib hnnscll very mitcli^ 
and quietly asked 

"What sort of noise, my darling?" 

She trembled, as if she were in a state ol tel» 
ror, and replied "Noise — why noise the ludst oC 
footsteps. There is someone." 

Ife rein.dncd ineieduknis "Sotmone • You 
think Hut no; you must l>e midakeu Be- 
sides, whom do you think it can lie?" 

She shuddemr:- 

"Who? ^Vho ? Whv, thieves, ol coin v, v<ni 
imbealef" 

He plunged softly under the .sheets : 

".\li ! no, my darling! There i.s nobody. I daii 
say you only dreamed it.’* 

Then e>he flung off the corcrlel, and. jumping out 
ol l>ed in a rage - 

*‘Why, then, \ou are juht as cowaidlv as you 
arc incapable! In any case, I shall not fet tnysglf 
hr massacred owing to 3*our pusillanimity.** 

And snatching up the longs from the fireplace, 
she plaetal herself in a fighting attitude in frevnt 
of th« bolted door 

Moved by his wife’s di^lay of valour, perliaps 
usb»imed, he rase up yi hiS turn sulkily, and witn* 
out taking off liii* niglitcari he seized the shovel, 
and placed himself face to face with his letter, bkl't 

They waited for twentj^* minutes in the deepest; 
silence. No fresh noi.se disturbed the repose of the ' 
boitse. Then, Madame, becoming furious, got back 



no Tfir, conSekvatorv. 

into bed, Nciyiiig, *'Nevciiheless, Tin Mile tKie is 
someone. 

In order to .'ivoid anything like a (iiiarn 1 be did 
not make any allusion (luring the day to this panic. 

Itiit, next night, Mine. lA^rcboiir woke up bef 
husband with more violence sliltl than the night 
befoie, and panting, she ataintnered, “Gustave, 
t'luslave, i,soinobodv has just opetietl the garden- 
gate!** 

Astonislicd at this pcisistcnce, he laiieied that 
his wife must have Jiad an attack of somnainlmltsin, 
and was about to .shake off thl^ dangcroith sleep 
when hi.* thought he heard, in fact, a dight sound 
under the walls of Iheliouse 
lie rose up, rushed to the window, and hr saw-- 
yes, he saw- a white figure pa.^dng c|uiikly aloti.< 
otic of the garden walks. 

lie murinuicd, as if he. was on the point of 
fainting, “There is someone.*' Then he rcci-vcrcd 
hi.s sclf-i^ossc,^sion, felt more resolute, atid suddenly 
carried away by the formidable anger of a pro- 
prietor whose territory has been encroached upon, 
ne said, “Wait ! w^ait! and j'Oii shall .<cc!’* 

He rushed towards the writing-desk, opened U, 
took out the revolver, and dinsbod out on to tlii 
stniw. 

Ills wife, filled with consternation, followed hijn. 
exclaiming, “Gustave, Gustave, don't abandon inc, 
Joii*t leave me alone! Owstavc! flusiavcl" 

Put be scarcely heard her; he had hy this liim* 
^laid bis hand on* the garden-gate. 

Then she went IkicI^ rapidly and harrir.ub'd hcr- 
i-clf in the conjugal chnniWr. 


She waited five minutes, ten ininutcs, a quarter 
i>jr an hour. Wild terroi took i>osscsMon of ber. 
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Hi? ' 

Wltliowt doubt tbcy hart killed hiuK ^tUv h-ij 
'^ti/<d, Kairoti’d, slriitigled him. 8ho woiiM have 
priferrcrt tiTljoar ilu* report <tf the six haircls of th«^ 
i< \idvn, td know (hat lie was fighting, that lie 
was dcfendiiig hnrtstlf. But this groat silence, this 
terrifying silciu'c of the coiintry ovrrwhclmcd her. 

.She inng for Celeste. Celeste did not come i.i 
answer to the hell. S^e r.aug again, on the point 
o! swooning, of sinking into nneon.sciousneSH. 
The entire nou.sc reniaiiKd without a .'•ound. 

She pasted her burning fovohe.ad to the window*, 
‘iceking to peer through the darkne^.s without. 
She distinguished nothing but the blnckct* shadows 
of a row of trees beside the grey footprints of the 
roads. 

It struck half^past twelve. Her husband was ab- 
sent for the last forty -five minutes. She would 
imei see him again. Xo! .‘^hc w*ou1d never see 
him again. And she Ml on her knees .sobbing. 

Two light knocks at the door of the apartment 
made her spring up with a bound. >r. I^raboui 
<‘allcfl oirt to her. ‘’Open, pray, Palmyic, 'tin 1 ** 
She rushed forwani, opened the door, and standing 
ill front of him, with her arms akindK), ami lier 
eyes full of tears, exclaimed, *'VVhere liave you 
been, you dirty brute? Ah! you left me hcie by 
iny.self nearly dead of fright. Ah ? yon care no 
more about me than if I never existed. ** 

He clrfsed the bedroom-door ; and he laughed aoij* 
laughed like a madman, grinning from ear to ear» 
with his bauds on his stomach, till the teai*s came 
into his eyes. 

Mnie. L^rebour, .stupified^ remained silent. 

He stammered, “It was-4t was Celeste, wlio had 
an appointnieht in thoVonservatoiy. If you knew 
\vhat---what I bav* seen ** , 

She had tnriud pale, choking with iifdignaiioit. 

“lih? Do you tell me so? Celeste? In Wf. 
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jiS 

V hciiise? . in my-— my — id 

inv i'uiiscrv.itorv ? Aiitl you liave not killed the 
ji.iii who ficr fi*TOinpliic ! Vuu Imd .t ii'vol* 
\cr and did not kill hin: ' . in my hoiiiu; . . . . 

ilk luy lioif'C. '* 

Slit sal down, ni*t ftidiiig able lo do anything. 

lit duiui'd a taper, stkap|)ed his htigcrs, smacked 
his longue, ;mt1, slill lau^iing, “If you knew, it 
>uu kiu w . 

lie- .sndditily her kis.s 

SliO loic awny I’loiii him. And in a voic.^* 

luukca w'itli lagt, .*>110 -aid, **1 will not lei this girl 
iciik.iin on.- d.iy luiigci in my house, tlu ViUi heat? 
Nol uiit da}*, not oiu* lioui. When * 4 lic rtlntns lo 
tin- house wt will ihiow lu'i out.“ 

M. l.ertlHiui had seized liis wife by the waist, 
aihl he planUd vow> ol kis>ts in hit neek, loU l 
Ui sts, u» in bxgoue da}**. She became .dlenl 
t.iur mote, pell died with u<ltunshmenl Hut he 
hiilthng hei ela^jHd in his siruis, drew hei soli I v 
tow.ti'Ja the bed 


'lowaius half-p,isl nine in the moniiiig, Celeste 
astonished at not yet ha\ilig ^eeii h«rr master and 
nii.stiess, who always rose early, eainc and knoi'ketl 
.softly at tluii door. 

They were in bed, and they were gaily chatting 
side by side. She .^tood iliord astonished, and 
said, “Madame, it is the coli'ce.’* 

Mme. Leicboui said in u very Sv»fl vok'c, “Bring 
it hcic to me. III} girl. \Vc arc a little tired • we 
have slept very badly.’* 

Se:uceiy had the servonl'tnaid gone than M. 
l.ercboui began to laugli again, tickling bis wifa 
under the chin, and repeating, “If you knew. Ohi 
if YOU kflew.“ 

jiiit she caught his hands, “Look herel keep 
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tio 


quui. my tlailiug, if you lau>:li like tliu you will 
uiak« yourself ill.** 

AtiiJ kissed him softly on tiie 

# .'le 

Mmc I.ercbou^ has no uioii' tits of souruc.-i:^. 
Simictiines on hri^rht nii^lits (hv IuisImik) and jfrt 
•(Mtiie, ^vith furti\e stop?*, aloni* l>y the clump.s of 
tiecs and floufi-hed; as far as thr tittk* ic'iisciva- 
lorv nt tln^ end of the ^irdcii. And Uiey rciiuined 
there planted ‘^idc hv side with their faces pusltd 
u^ainst the RhiS" as if lhe> uerr toukin^*^ at soine- 
thiug strauj'c and full of intoiest j;oini» on within. 

They have increased Celeste’s wages. 

M Lercbour has got (hiu. 


^ 

MY TWhNTV-FlVl- DAYS. 


I liAD just taken possession ol iny iu«>ni ia tJic 
hotel, a narrow apartment bclwetu two 
pa ynvl piii t iti ons, ^o that. then. 1 could hvir ri1|t; 
tbe^ounds made by uiy neigUbonis; aud I was 
beg-ituiiug to arrange io the glaiss eupb.-ard my 
Jothes and my linen when I opened Hit draper 
w^ch.is ill thje. ipuldlc of this piece of fu/uilnre, 

I hnincdtately notiecfl a nigifliscript of rolled pajier. 
Hayifig rolled it out, > spread it opeu befoie me, 
yand read this title 

* ‘My Twenty-five Days. * * » 

U was the dair>' of a bather, of- the last fic. iipaut 
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MY TVVENTY-FIVE DAYS. 


of tijy niOtB, fimt had hcCit loft li«;iiir.d (Iteic 
tliiuui^h at the hour of depaituie. 

Tlies^ iiota^ may be of some* ittlcret»t to seubiido 
and healthy pcv>on$i wjio never leave their homes 
It ill for their benefit ftat 1 transcrilie them with- 
oul altering a letter. 

•‘ChatebOuyon, July 15th. 

**Al the first glance, it is not gaj', this countrv 
Sf> 1 am going to spend twenty-five d«y<j there to 
h:ive iijy liver and tny stoma*, li treated, and lo 
gel a iitlle thin. The twenty-five days of a halhcr 
are vory like \he twonty-cignt days of a reservioL; 
they are ull de\(>Ud to fatigiiu duty, severe fatigue 
duly. To-day, nothing as yet; 1 am installed: I 
I'avc made the acquaintance of IcKrality and the 
diK-TorS. Cliatcl dill yon is composed of a stream 
in which ilows yellow water, in the midst of sever d 
luoiintain peaks, while are erected a casino, 
houses, and stoiu cros'ics. At the side oi’ the 
eticaiii, in the depths of the vallcv, may be sccu 
n sqiiaio building surrounded by a iitlle garden • 
♦lii.s i.s the (.slahlishineiit of the' baths. Sad peo- 
ple wander around this building — the iiiv.dids. A 
great silence reigns in the walks, shaded bv trees, 
for this IS not a pleasure^tation, but a Iruc’liealth- 
stution ; one takes care of his health there tl^n»ug^ 
conviction, and one caiinol get enred there, it 
seems. 

•^Cotnpclcnt t>eoplc declare even that the mineral 
spriugis perform true miracles there. Howeverf^no 
votive otrering is hung atoand the enssier’s office. 

**From time to time a gentleman or a lady comes 
ovniM- to a kiosk with n slate roof, which shelters a 
wuitiau of smiling aiiif gentle aspect, and a spring 
boiling iu a basin of cement. Not ’a word ^S^.„ex- 
cbaiiged between the invalid and the female ciis* 
todian of the healing water. She hatnis to the 
now-tonuT a little glass in which uir-biibblcs t|ti ii*ct 
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in tb€ traiispnicut liquid. Tha other cM{)iks aOd 
oS wUfi a jjiavc 4itep in order to munte hi* 
iiiterniptul walk under the trec'». 

**So uoi*>e ill the little park, no hrcMtfi o( air in 
the leaves; no voice passes^ throiu^li the ailcnee. 
One ought to wiitc nt the entrance to this dis- 
trict :--** Hot o you MO longer laugh; \nu nurse 
> ourself/ 

“The people tvho chat resemble imilrs ulio 
should open their months In order to simiifaf/ 
sounds, so much are the> afraid of h ttiiig thctr 
\oires escape. ♦ 

“In the hotel, the value silence. It lb a br^ 
hotel, whtie y«»u dine voloiniily mth peojdc ot 
giKxl padtiou, who !ia\o nothing to *'.i\ to c.ieii 
other. Their inamicis bcs]>eak gcxKl-brceding, and 
their facies reflect the conviction of a superiority 
of which it would be difficult to giM* .utual ]>roof4 

“At two o’clock I made iiiy way to the ca'^ino, 
a little woollen hut perched "on a hilhxk where 
one climbs through paths frcquciitiHl by gnats. 
Hut tlu \ii\\-froiji that height is ndmiiabk Chatcb 
<»u>oii is situated in a \ery narrow \ alley, e\a^'lly 
between the |dain and the tnountain 1 beholif, 
then, at the left the first gr&it \\a\cb of the moun- 
tains nf Auvergne covered with wihmU, and exhibit- 
ing heic and there big grey spots, theii hard 
lava-honcs, for wc arc at the foot of the extinct 
'oUaiioc^ At tile right, through the narrow slope** 
of the valle}', 1 discover a plain infinite as the sea, 
steeped in a bluish fog, which lefts one only dimly 
discern the village^, the towns, tht!r3-cllow fields 
of ripe lorn, aiul the green si|uarcb of meadow- 
laud, ^liadcd with apple treem It is the Ltiiiagne« 
iuimense^ atid flat, eii\e1o(»cd in a light 

veil of \aoours. 

“Thr iftglit has come. Aii<l now, aficutiAMiig 
iltucd iilotie, I write these lines b^idc my open 
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wftMjov J liwf,*" futr ttwre, iv fn>iit of me, the 
little uulie^tra ttf'Uie pUvi> Air« jn.st 

A tnW turd nil jlow in th* deWt. 

“A dmj irotu tint to lliOc' brealta, ottt into a 
iMtk. Tins lu^vnt «dlli doejs i^oodU ilnai oigtit 

‘ 7 « 0 ’ »<»Ui.-X<itfeil^; VluW tdlcctt a batb. of 
i*ii)iei II dvttcMbo i liaVu siHrBlIowcn three jiilassc*! 
o{ waiiii and 1 lunc wafktK! in fl>v j^thwavs <>i the 
|.iik% lipr^n Quarter oi an )iont tKtwiMtii e*ich i^las-,, 
n*4H*aivJi<iut aflat the last I Wve begun iu> 
fixe 

“/ufV two tuy^to^oub prcllv 

wuiiten, ivIh) aie tikiupr b:ltl4 nnd their nienl^ 
alUi Averyohe «lac. ‘ 

'•/ttly lith -Votbing 

* 7 i#lv ihik - Saw the Uvu pietty women again 
Ihcv have st>lc utid a little indcHiiihahle an whuli 
I like \cn* rmiclis' 

**fniv '^Loog w^alk in a ehamnng w*^xlcil 
I \alWi aa far «n«i Jiesmitage of Sins-Soiui Tliib 
«ouutty f> licilghiliil, although i>ail, hut ‘•o calti*, 
M) ^wvcl, grocu. ^Oun ancclb along the mountain 
lOiwIs Ihc long wagons loaded with h.i> draxxa ij\ 
two xow'i at ft 5 j 1 ow jMLe, cw held back bv tliciu gi - 
lug down the s^e^ x\ith a great clForl of their 
ht \i\Sf \rl»jth aic «c<t togotheTn A man with a big* 
id ick ,hat, ani h^^head 19" dihrliig them with a 
JiHglA bWitbii, tippnig Him on tbc hide of the 
forehead ; aud oftemwuh n*bl|ttpl« ncatuic, a gos 
lute eiicigcfu^ aiMpgraw he Huldcnlv diawi, them 
np wKii thetrnc^xc toad prcdlpjtatcn their jour 
tte> down fhi tugged delKuiU* 

‘•The nil Is gopi to inhale la these valleydS Vral 
if U it verv ijpnn. the diwt bears with It a lign; 

' otlour ot Vaniilft and of the stable, for ^ Aao> cows 
wiHs ovei those roittei» that Uwy. lca\e there a 
litth. of them cw<.i>n%hcfe And odour 19 1 



jH ifuttte 4i»*ii^ if It Kiiimtt Uoin'* 

Vthcr autmib* 

' ^Hmuotlitto tu tluut *4 tUc t&tt* 

v.il It lyi 4 jrpcld 

it tlip vets /f fttreata ilQ«\w, 

tbrough 

** \*( 1 iWchcd tHe bottom of 1 hcAt 1 

women V and pate 4 ^tad,dlte two 1115 V 

uiioita lodkft of mt' I10H* wliu wepft 4[)iatlinx:» 

-.1 lied on A ^ -0 t* * 

•‘I'lio (kca^ofi ip|iearc 4 to ni 4 a rfom! Onc» rind 
viithoiit )i£Miituio 1 pro^nthl Hv <ne«* 

tiiUN were ruti\r««d witHOdi (Niih^rtiHalDont We 
w ilkiil Wk ingcibet to the hotel we tnlkcit 

ahodt Pans TIicS' knew, it aceirtcd, Aany peoidv 
wluim 1 kn^w Usi Who cun tluv he < 

shall SCI th in loinoitow. There is nothing 
mote jiiinsing tiun such* tnct tings ci^ tni*^ 

' /w/v 2 ZHd - I)a> ilino^t eutfr^l^ possed wltn 
tUt two nnlcLowti ladies Tliey*1|(cre^veiy prettVi 
hv one a brunette^ and the other a hlotide 
They say thiv are widows IluAi? ^ ^ • , 

**X oilcred to accompany Uiem {n a \isit to Koy «4 
to-morrow^ ami they acetpiSi wiy otfef^^ 

^Xbatei*Opymi Istehs sad^than I ^fUghion 
anrivd. ^ i V 

"/tMjf Day apeat at Kfl3raib..Ro\^ 

Uttk of tiotela at jAe b«tU>ffi 4 f a valley, at 
ill* ^ate tv{ Clormont-Fvrrandf A gieat 4 eaf vl 
society there neat p^rh fal] ot tn^keittent 
Sob^b \ieie of 'the nw^'Dome, seen SCrtlie alt^ 
of e pcr|pccfive oi vain. 

*'I ato ereatly orcapied with rnyfatvcoaipanhwe, 
whuh is l4t^pni9 to iii>Nelf The nfaa <rllo oacocta 
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;i picUy uoinan always believes hiiiHcU crowned 
with ati aureole --mill lunch more reason, the man 
who noCJj alon^ with one on eavh sul^ o! lihiK 
Nolliinj;? is ^o pkasaiU as to iliiic in *» icstanian#, 
well frcaiiculcd, willi a female companion at \v1io:i« 
cvciylMiay stnroi, and there is nothing besides 
l>etter ca1cu1nte<1 to set a innii up in the estiinati m 
of his neii»hbours. 

fro to the Hois, in a trap drawn by a soiry 
or to Ko out into the boulei ard escorted by a 
plain woman, arc the two nukSt hnnuhalinj' acci- 
<leiils which could strike a delicate heart preoccu- 
pied with the opinion.; of others. Of all luxuries 
woman Is the rare.st ami the most dtstingiiished • 
.she is the one that iosts inost^ artd whiili we desir^* 
mod; she is, Ihcrcfotr, the one that we oujxht 
best to exhibit under the jealous eye of the piibhc. 

'*To exhibit to the woild a pretty woman leaning: 
on \our ami is to excite, all at once, every kind 
of jtaloiisl>*, it is a.s much as U» say, ‘l.md: lure* 
1 am rich, since I |X).sse»s this i are’ and costly ob- 
ject ; I have taste, since I li:i\c known how to 
discover this ptNirl; perhaps even T am loved, un- 
1c!5.s I am deceived by her, which would .still prove 
that otliens too, c'onsidcr her charming. 

**Dut what a disgraceful thine: it is to bring an 
Ugly woman with you through the city ! 

**Aml how many Mhuiliatlng things this gives 
people to miderstaiul ! 

*'ln the first plgce they assume she must be your 
wife, for how' coim it be supposed that you would 
have an unatli active mistress I A real wife might 
be uttgracefiil; but thcivjicr ugliness suggests a 
thousand things digjypreeahle to yon. (.hse sup* 
poses yoy must lie a notary or a magistrate, «iS 
these two professtois have a monopoly* of gro 
and well^dowured spouses. Kovv, is IhU 
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I!'*!; 

wot pAiwiul for a man? An<l tlv&n it seems to pio* 
claim to ibe pul>lic that >o« liavo the orliou.^ cout' 
a^c and arc even under a legal <»b1igatioii to calcss 
that tidictilous face and that Ul^ahaped body* and 
that jx)ii will, witboiit dc^ubt, he shameless eiiougli 
to nuikc a mother of this by no means desirable be- 
ing- which is the very height of ridinile. 

*'july — I never leave the side of the two 

itniinown widows whom I am beginning to know 
well This ootmtry is delightful, and our hotel is 
^‘xccllent. (Voul se:i i«»n. The Ircnlmcnt •has dono 
inc an imnien'^e am<»ant <*f good. 

*7»^v — Jnive in a landan to llie Inko of 

Ta/eii.d. .Vii exquisite and unexpected party, ib*- 
ciderl i.ii at lunch. Abrupt depnrluie after getting 
lip from the tabl<‘ Aflinr a long jonniey llirough 
the iiiountains, we suddenly perceived nn admirnble 
bide lake, (piile n»und, quite blue, dear as glass, 
and dlualed at the bottom of a dead cratM , One 
4»lge «fi this imnieiisf basin is Imiren, the other is 
w CM .tied, lij the midst of the trees a small house, 
wheit s!ei]j^ a gond-nalured, intelletdnal man, a 
s.iCit , who pa*,sos his days in this Virgiliaii legion. 
,lle op<us hi- dwelling for us. An idea I'ome.s into 
luv luad. I e.xdaim ; — ‘Suppose \vc l>athe?* 
•Vos.* they Siud, *but r«>stunie’^/ 

Mhih ! wc arc fn the desert.' 

wc did batlio? ^ 

'‘If 1 were a pod, bow I wonUrncsenbe this nu- 
fqfgctablc \ of bodies yenutg and naked *jiv the 
franspareiicr of the water' 3^' ^ping high 
aides shut m the lake, motionlef^, gt|||eri|ig> and 
rotiiid, like a piece of the sunrouts into 

it its WMiin light in a along the rocks 

the fair flesh slips into almo^fovli^ble wave 

1? # On 

.*the Rand bottom of the "lake wo Saw the shadows 
: of the light movetnenUt pausing and repossing. 

P 
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•Si>inv'^j>ciHoa$ ?K:c'tiU’4l to 1tH>k \vi(!i 
ibtxkctl and (Usapiiroyiiijf cyt> at niy rapid in- 
timacy uilli llu.‘ two fair \vido\il<i I i'crsons so coii- 
stitnlctl iina;;iuo that Ijlo i.s made for worryir^ 
oacVt f-clt. i;vtr3'thing that appears to be ainus* 
iii;j l)€<*omcs immediately a breach of ^ooil-bueti- 
iu)' oi mor.ility. I'oi them duty has iiitlexible an I 
iriurtidly sad rules. 

"I would diau tluii aUetition with all respwl t ^ 
the i:u t that duty is not the same ku .Mormons, 
A labs, /ulus, Tiuks, l*n^lishmcu .ind Prcuditiicn, 
and that he will ftiid \ciy \ irliu»us pcoph* aiium^Nt 
all these uatioiis. 

■'I will eiti a i.^aiiiple. Pioui the pi lut 

of view of woman, b^n^^lish duty is fixed at liui 
Veal's, while binj^li^'h duty ijoes not lomtiieiict till 
twelve. As loi me, I take a ItilU* of each people’s 
nolum ol duty, niwl of the whole I make n rcsiiU 
comparable to the nioiality of hol\» King Sviaimnu. 

‘Vn/> ^jUi nev^s. f have gtcnvn 620 

grains tliinnei. Irxcelleiit, this water id Chtktel- 
rtiiyon! 1 am bringing the widows to din». at 
Kinni. Sad town w'hose atiagtain ainstilule^ an 
oflViisne vicinity ku* healing springs; Riom, Mon 

'•/«/y Iloity Toitv ? M>' two widows have 

been \isited by two gciitleincn who came to look 
lor them Two widows, without doubt. They aru 
leaving this evetnug. They have written ti me 
An fiiney m>tepa|H.'r. 

“/mIv Alone! lamg excursion on ft'ut to 

tht‘ extinct crater of Nackcrc. Si^endid vi^- v 

* 7 «fy 30th.— Nothing I am taking thi treat* 
tnenl. -s 

••/ttly 3i5f.*-I)itto. Ditto, Thi^ pr^tty cimntry 
i.4 fnlk <4 poUiitcil strnaxiMi. 1 am drawing the 
notice of the nmhictpality to the aboiniiiable sink. 
\^tch poisons the road in front of the hotel. All 
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tar, ^ 

llic Knvitis of ^hc kitchen of the e8t<rti}ilihment 
4 IC Ihiowu into it This IS a good nay , to btcel 
t Indita ^ 

i>f -Xolhitig The ticilmcufc^ 
jfn</ — Xdtniiahli walfc to CbaiodtiOicui^ 

,i sUtiou foi ilKMiruatu patients, wlure tneiybodv 
Is lime Nolhing can he <iutcici tliau tliH popu- 
lation of iiippks » \ 

• iMliWsf Mii Nothiu,^ The ticalincut 

** jth Ditto Ditto 

" Iwijfiisf 5f/i Ditto Ditto ^ 

' o//i —Dt spill * . . I hive }nst 

Nxtmlud in\*'clf I h iM *'ot f itlci h\ jkio gratni 
Put what llun* 

" yih V> kilonutics in a image in the 

Tnonntun ' I w ill imt iiu iilion the n um of the 
(ouiittv tliuu ^h u-H^uit for it’i women 
’•Tills excuisioTi hi%^ he<n pointed out to iin *•* a 
hiautifnl one, iml oiu that was laieU made \fu'. 
foul Iiouis on tiu nwd I aim id at n rather fiiettv 
\illi'^c, on )ne hofdii of i iiviT ni thi midst ol m 
l•illMlab1e wocmI <»! u ilntit tit t s I )i u) n >1 \il 
seen a [oust of w limit-tree^ of mich dimciiHi Ds hi 
\intigne It t oii^titules, inouovei.all tlu w« illh 
of the distiid, for it is plantisl on a (oiniin n Tina 
tonnnon was foiineilv oiil\ i hillMde tovei^dwith 
hnis|iwo<Mi 11 k aullioiitics had tiled in \ iia to 
,^tt it rultuated It was scartch enough to feed 
a few sheep 

*’1Vday it is I superb woiaJ, thanks to ^the 
women, and it has a cunons iiaiiic; it N i dh t 
'tlu Stub of the kute 

* Vow it IS right to sav lljat the* woiiun oi the 
inountaiu district Ka\e "the reputation of Ocing 
light^ ligbtci than in il!c plain A baebcloi^who 
ine'ctl the|i owes them at least a kiss; if lie 
<lpes not take more he is only a blockhead If we 
think rightly on it, the way of looking at the 
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Uiiillci is the only oivl that loj:it al autl 
•o!>k. As ivoinani whether she be oC the to^vii or 
llie voiujlrv, has for her natural mission to nloase 
man, man should always prove that she pleases 
him. If he abstains from every ivnt oi tlemun- 
stiatinii, this means tlul he has found her ugly* 
it is almost an insult to her. If 1 were a w;nn:in| 
T would rtdt ii veive a Mvoiid time a man who failed 
to show me respert at our first meeting, fer 1 
\\<nihl considci that he failed in npprcc»a!»oo of 
i'ty my vhuitii, .tud my feminine quatitic; . 

‘‘So the b.irhelois of the viIUkc X <fl<.ii 

provctl to the nomen of llu* district that liny feuixl 
them to theii Liste, ai'd,as the cure was unable t • 
]>ie\int these demoii*tialit>ns, as };alKitil as they 
luilutal, Ik lirsdvtd lo utilise them for the 
prolit of the natural pro:lperily^ So he impc'^^'d ns 
u |unaiue on eveiv woman who h.id ;i'me 
ii whIiuU Ui he plaiiltd ou the common vnd 
every night lauleins were Utoxiug ah a:t like 
will o’ tlie wi'ps on the hillixk, for Ih. eiring 
oiJC'; ‘caieily She lo i>erfoim thcii pcnance.s in 
bio.'t! daylight, 

“111 two vvmih ilu'te \\,i^ no room any k>uj,er on 
IIk I.uhK belonging l(» loc village; and to day they' 
calculate that tTieic ale inoie than iliite thousand 
tiee?. Jiioiual ll:e iK-lfry wiiieh liug'^ lor the ofiices 
Ibiough then fidiage TIu'm are *ihc Sins of llic 
Cine.’ 

"Since we luut been '•eeking for >o many plans 
ha nwtxHling in Fiance, the Administration of 
ImiusU might suicly enter into some arrange* 
lueiit with the clergyMo employ a method so simple 
as that eiiiployctl by thi^Joiinhlc cure*. 

Tieatuieut, ^ 

SMi. I am ]>aoking up tny ll'uitk?, and 
<ayif»g goiMobve to the ehoiming little district 
calm and siknt, U the grecu mouiitaiii» tu the 
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quiet \alkys» to Ibc ckscitvd^eabitio. fioin nnuh 
you cau see, almost veiled by its lifrjj;hl bluish 
tlu- immense plain of the Limajme 
‘M shall leave to inoiiou’.** 

TIert' the tnanusrript stop]>al. 1 uidi (o add 
iiothiuji io il, my impressions «»f the not 

)ui\inuf laeit exadly the same as those (»f n^v prc* 
deccssoi . ri>r 1 dal m»i ftml the two wiMows? 


. Tin*. ni FsrioN or k vriN ' ' ' 

r lllS of Latin, with v^hiih \\< were so 

imuh stupefud soniclime "'inre, recalls In n»y 
mind .1 story— ii st m^-^ f uiy >onth. 

? was fniisliiii^^ 'w’tit a lii. Iwo m a 

bi.c: O'Utial toxvn, at life Tn^titutiou Robincaii, ule* 
btat<M:! llnou;;!! tlu' entire pio\imv owin ♦ fo ihu 
spedal attention paid tlu re to Latin '^tudu ' 

For the p;t>t ten >C40'-, the Institution RoiiiiHau 
I)cal at every eoiu|K*lili\e i xatninalion, the hn« 
t>eiial “lyeey.** «d the ton n, and all the iollt'i.;iN ol 
the SubpixL-iture ! and Ins eouilaut sucersses wer« 
due, they Raid, to an usher, a simple usher, M, 
Piquedeul, or rather iVrc Limiwlcnt. 

He w;i'» one td tho^c mmdlc-agcd men 
Ijrey, whn.^e r*‘al a^c it 5 m imiH>ssiblc if hno^t, and 
“Wliuse history vre can fpicsR nt a fuel ;^]ani< 
Having entered a * an usher at tivenly into tliv fn.^t 
iiisUtution that presenlcNl itscU, so that he roiiM 
proccfcd to take out biR degfee of IMasler of .MU 
nrMt,jittd afterward'^ the dc^ee ot Doctor of 
ha foiml himMoU so touch ctimcshM in thw sniinter 
)Uc th^d he rcmiaiu^ an usher all his life. Hut 
‘Itia lovc for Latin did not Icare him but linradsed 
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tuii)^ like .lu unlicaUliy par^bion. lie continued to 
lead llic iKn.t", the piose writefs, the liistori«iiis« 
lo iiitcrprel Ihetn nml peiutiate tlicir ineanitit;^t 
to cuuiiiieiil on them with a pcri»e\eiam’e boidcriuv; 
(»ii iii.idiios^ 

One (lay, the idea came into his head to force 
all the .HliuleiiLs oi his class to amsucr him in 
Latin only; and he |HMsisied in this Tcsoliltion 
until at l ist they weie eapatdc ol Kuslaiiiiiij; an 
entile M>n\ersatii)U with him, just as they would 
in then molhoi-loii*;ue. lie listcmtl to tliein, as 
a Icudei ol .in ui'ehcstra listens to his mubiciau^ 
ielnai>inj(, ami sinking his desk c\ciy moment 
with his ruler, lu exclaimed « 

"MonHicui l,iltt.u, Moiioieiii Leluie, you are 
cominittnig a soK, ! Vuu aic not tecalling 
the lulc to uund 

“Munsuni J'luuti.L \i.ui tmn of pUiase is alto- 
getiui I'lemh ntiil in n(» wny Latin. Vuu must 
understand tlie genius ut a language. Look hera« 
listen to iiK • 

Non it eainc to pa-^* that the pupiL the Iiisll' 
tnli^ai Kohiiieau cairied oil, at the eud of the yeafi 
all the prizes for compositiuo, Uaif^laliou, unit 
Latin cotweisation. 

Next year, the priiieipaL a little man, as cun- 
ning as an ape, of uhom he had, besides, the grtu- 
iiing and grotesipie ph>>i(|ue, got printed on hiA 
programmes, on his adveitisheincuts, and paint«A 
on the d<Hn' of his institution : 

“Latin Studies a Si)eciality. Ki\c lirsl pru«i 
earned oU in the five ciaA'Cs of the Lyc««. 

“Two pn/es oMionout at the general Cotnpeit- 
live Uxnminationa wn4ih all the lycc«9 und collies 
of Frame.** 

Fftr ti^ years the Institution Roblneaa trinmphtd 
in tKe.iiiAtnc fa?>hioii Now, my father, allured by 
ihfse successes, sent me us a day-pnpil to Itobi* 
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m.iuV ui, as \vc colled it, RobinctUi oi Kobiuvt 
ttiK^-aml made me take s]»c\.i.i1 piivatc Icshopa 
from I’crc Piqucdetil at the into «>( fuc Iraius ptr 
hour, (»ut of which the usher J 55 )t two fianc< aiid 
the priiuipnl three franc- I was at llio time lU 
my lighteeuth year, and was in the Philovipliy 

class. 

These private lesson*- were ;^ivcn in a little 
tcx>kiii)^ out on the stiis't. Ii si» happened that 
Pci'e 1‘ipnedcnt, instead of talking Taitinlo me, at 
he did when lenehin^ ptihlicly in the Institution, 
kept tellinj^ alwmt his tnanMi-.s in French. With- 
out relations, without friends, the poor man lam- 
, iei\c*d an attachment to iiu*, and poured out into 
my heart his own niisify. 

' He had never for the last ten oi filtoon years 
chatted confidently with anwne. 

*‘I 41111 like an (iak in a descil/* he said- fit 
auett us nt solitu(tini\** ^ 

I'iie othet tts^iers distrusted him. He knew no- 
l>ody in the town since he had no 1ilie/ly for tin 
purpose (»t making actp.runtaiices. 

"Not even at nij^hts, my friend, and that is th* 
hat dost tiling on me 'I'lie dream of my life is to 
have a room of my own, with furniture, my own 
books, little things that belonged to iny.self and 
which other.s could not touch. And 1 Itavc nothimr 
of my own, nothing except my .shirt and my frock-* 
coat, nothing, not even my mattress and my pil- 
lo\v! I have not four walls to shut myself up rn, 
except when 1 come to give n lesson in this room. 
Jio yon see what this means— a miln forced t<» spend 
his iife without ever having the right, without 
ever finding the time to shut himself up a)l alocc, 
no mutter where, to think, to reflect, to nsork* to 
ditram^ Ah! my dear boy, a key, the key of a 
.4oor which one can open--4bii is happiness, mark; 
^roit, the only happiness ! 
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“IlMt, all i\\y Mjo study with all 

tliflv la.iJ- .ilwiijt in it, ami during lb<? 

tin /.MinnUin uiih thv same diily hrats 
MKMiui’ \ii'l J l4> >ki*p iti tlu* pulilic b».‘<l 

at llu- i iul of Iwci t ow a o< Ih*<N <h\ uj/icd by ihcrte 
liliukpiiniiK v linai I tmisl lock aftif. I can never 
lii- alon**, lu'vrr! If I ;»o c»itl 1 liinl Ibo strict' ftdi 
*il )wo|>K-, ami, wIkii I :itn tiicd of walking;, I go 
into Miim ».»tc ‘'ilh smokcr> ami billiaiil 

])la\ci<^ )ou whit, it m a i» ;ulai pti^on,'* 

I iiski •! him - 

"Win dill \n\\ v.iil t.ikt u^i fimio ollui 
Mnn.nni ri(jui’(Unl ?** 

H*' I'Xchiimotl . 

"What, mv little fnviul • 1 :mi iu>l a lMK>ttuakcr 

I'l a jfiiiK'i oi a battel or « baker oi a hairdu.'SCtv 
I oiilv kiiov l.atin, and I have not tiio diploniA 
wliub wonhi (nahli me to svll my kivowlvtige at 
a lii;d» It I 1 dcK’tor I Would ail fut 

a hi’iMlied fi.iiK- what I now mII [or ;• liundrfd 
f'ons , and 1 w»>nld sn|ijd\ it j>rt>liid>ly t»f .oi in* 
Jeijoi <|uably, f«»r tn\ academir rank Would bo 
inun*;b to mi lain my lopnlntion " 

S,.niotinus be wcudd 'ay to me :-~ 

"I liavc no u'*it in life omiju in the hours ^J)ont 
with Vmu Don't Iv altaid? ytnrU lose nothing 
liV that ril make it np to yon in the study b> 
teai'hiio' v^ai l«» siuak twice a< much Latin the 

otbeis.** 

One iiav 1 ^jiiw bolder, and offcrcil him a cigar- 
I tie. He ''tai vd at me with a.'^tonislunent at first, 
tht'U he gave a glaaco towards the door t— 

•Mf anyone wetc to come in, my dear boy . . . >** 
♦•Well, let n> smoke at the window," said L 
.\n(1 wOMvent and l©aiic<l with onr elbows on ibf. 
window-sill facing the street, keeping our liand^ 
OAcr the little rolls of tobacco \vrap|>ed up in tissue- 
piipci so that they concealetl them from \*iew like 
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a slull. Just opiwile to us^vas a lantuli\’ Fuu^' 
women in wiiiu* bcxlu'os wciv pa»iiij; o\er th„* 
liucu spread oiil before them, llu‘ heavy rind but 
irons lettiug » damp fuiiio csca|)c from them 

Suddenly, another, a fifth carry injj mi her arm 
*T large basket, which made lu r back -liHip, camu 
out to bring the customers their shiit-^ and chew- 
<s>cs, their handkerchiefs and their sheets. SIhj 
sU)]|)ped on the (Inadiold as if slic were, ulnady 
fatigued; then, she r.ii^ed lier eyes, smiled when 
she saw us smoking, flung at us, w^uh hei left 
hand, whiih was fice, the -ily Kjss ch.uacterisHc 
of a free -and easy workingAvinnaii ; ami she went 
ftw’ay at a slow pace, tliagging her sbws after her. 

She was a damsel of about twenty, small, lathe** 
thin, pale, rather pretty, with the maimers ol a 
slrcct-weiich, and ryc.-»" hiughiiig umUi her ill- 
combed fair hair. 

Pete Piquedcul, adeeted. !>egan nuinniuing : - 

‘'Wh.it an ocx'upalion fm a woman Really i 
trade only fit for i horse. “ 

And he spo|«e with emotion about the im eiy of 
the piopU . Ill* had a heart which swelled wit a 
Joftv demcHiiilic .MtUinieiit, and he uferied to tlm* 
fatiguing pursuits *»{ the working <)a-^s witli 
phrase.^ borrowed from Jeaii-Jic qnc> Kos aaii, and 
with sobs in bis throat. 

Next day, as ue were lesting oui clb<ms af the 
same window, the same workwoman perceiviif u,s, 
ami cried out to us 

'Coo<lday, my ^rholais?*’ in a loinisal '.‘Ct »l 
loiie, while she made a coriUn^iuous gestuii* with 

bet hands. 

1 flung her a eigau^ttc; which she iinmetbatelv 
.be^an to i#ke And thti four other jioners 
^jruSnei:! out to the door with ouiitietehcd hand.t 
Xo get cigarettes also. 

. Ami each d^ay, a friendly rvlutioiuhip was takiug 
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plac'e IfOtwcvii tbc • workiiig-woiueu ot I bo [>»vc- 
iiiviil iiiul the kIK is oi the lK>aidiiig't»o]u)*il. 

IVrc J’itjueHi’til w:i*< leally «i r4»nk* sight to ltK>k 
at. He lieii)li]e<! .it being iu»tieei1, for lie might 
lose Ins ])1a<e; and he tn.ide timid and ridiculoii!* 
gesliiro^, (jiiile a Ihealrieal display of atuoroiH* 
tiess, to which the women lespondetl with a regubu' 
fusillade of kisses. 

A pcifulioH.s idea .spr.mg up in my hi .id. t>ne 
d.iv, on entering into out f<*oni, 1 s.iitl lo the old 
adier in a* low tone 

“Von would not liebexe it, Monsieur I'lqnedeid, 

1 nu t till little washerwoman ! Von know the one, 
the woman who hail the basket, and 1 spc'kc *i 
her!’* 

He asked, tat her excited by the tone 1 had 
taken : — 

Wind did she sav to yon?” 

“She said to me, gcHnlmss gracious! she said 
she thought you were veiv nice. The fact of the 
inaltei is, I believe, I Mievc, that she is a little 
ill love with you.’* .... I '^.iw lie was growing 
pale , he went on : — 

“She i.s laughing at me. of coufl'ic These things 
don’t happen at tny age.’’ 

I sai<l gravely . 

“Ilow' IS that? You aie very iiict ** 

As I felt that inv tiirk had produced its eiTcc6 
on him, 1 did not press the matter. 

But every day I pretended that I had tuet the 
little laundress and that 1 bnd spoken to her about 
him, so that in the end he believed me, and sons 
lu I firdenl ntid carticsl kisses. 

“Now, it hap]iciied that olio morning, on luy way 
to the boarding-si'hool, 1 really came acrc«.s bet. , 
I accosted her without hesitation, as if I hud knoivi^ 
her for the ten wars. ^ 

“(jood-day, mademoistdle. Arc you <)uite well f’t 
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‘‘V’cry wdU numsicur, lliaiik yuu.'* 

“Will you have a ci^j^arctic*** 

••Oh! uot ill the street, •• 

“You ran smoke it at huim.** 

“Ill that ease, 1 will.** 

“Let ino tell yon, niaiieinoirieUc, 1 licit is aoine- 
thiiii; you <U>irt know/' 

“What i'l that, monsieur?** • 

“The ohl jjeiitUinaii -my old piolesi^or, I 

iifcaii «** 

“I'ere ritjuodent/* 

“Y'fcS, Perc f*i(|UCilenl. So you kuow his name?*' 
“FaiUi, 1 do! What of that “* 

“Well, he i-> in loxi wiili you!“ 

She hurst out laughing, like a inadu'omau, and 
cvelaiimd 

“This t> 4iiily liiimhug!** 

“Ohi n^», no humbug* lie kcepM talking oi 
you all ilu* lime lie giving K't-ons. i bet lliul 
Ik 'H maiix yo\i*“ 

Siie ceased Lingliuig. The id*. a (»( inrirna|fc 
makes cvciy gul seriou-, 'llun •-Ih: iv]»catcd, willi 
an iticrcsluloiK air ; - 
“This is humbug/* 

“I swear to you *tip tiue ** 

She picked ui» her bsi'^ket, whudi sli«* had laid 
clouji at her feet. 

“Well, ue’il see/* ?»lie 'lakh Aiid she went 
away. • 

' rrcsciitly, when I had leaehed tlii: boarding' 
jK'hool, I took Pcr<» Piqncdciit aside, and said : — 

.“V<iu foii^t write to ucr; she is mad about you/* 
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Ati(] 1»‘ \M« <♦' I lorjr K'Utr ol a ;uid nififv'- 
h.iK ciii, fMl! {>[ phrases aiul diLUiulocu* 
lions, uiul siiiil*.', iihiltjs<»j*hy and ata* 

ih'inir j-allanliy , ami 1 t»>ok o!i inyscll the rc»pt»n 
siloiily <»1 ili Iivtriiijr il to the yoiinj^!: woinnn. 

y»lK- tl.'mI it with with emotion - then 

Oa- imninuKvl : - 

well he wiitis; ii is easy to sio he lun 
f'.ot edm’atioii ! l>oes he nally mean to tunny me’** 

1 i\ plied hitiepidly . > ‘ l aith, ho has lost hi^ 
head ahoiit you/’ 

“'I'lun he must invite me to dinnci ou SttneUy 
at tile lie dcs Fleui' ** 

I pioinistd that she should lx* invited. 

I’ere Piquedent was uuieh touched hy cverythiPij 
1 Uiid him about her. 
t : . - 

“She loves you, Moiisit'ur Pujuedent, ntul 1 he 
lieve hti to he a deemt j;iil ll is uttl li-ht to 
Sedui'i lici and tluii abandon her.'* 
leplitil ill n firm tone -- 
*‘I hope T, to<\ am a decent man, niy ftiend.” 

I ioidcs:'. 1 had at Uk- time no plan. I was play- 
ing* a piactical joke, a sehnoUmv’s joke, iiotiiinjir 
move, I had hem awaic ot the simplicity of ths 
old ushci, hi.s innoecnec and his weakness. I 
amused my.-ili withoni nskinj^f myself how it 
wantld In in out. I was eighteen, mid 1 had he^n 
foi a loni: time looked upon ai the lyiv*!* as a 
ktunviag ptactiral joker. 

S*», It w.i.s agrectk that I’ere ruiiuHltni aud i . 
shoiilil set nut in a hncV:ney«ca;ieh fur the fmy of 
, (Jume th Vac he, that wc siumUl theie pick up 
^ .Aiigvkt and that I should get them to come int*> 
my IxKit, for nt this time 1 was fond ci hoaiilig 
I would then bring them to the Ik de PkuTS« 
where the three of ik> would dine. 1 had mad# 
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it my budiiuess .to be preleiit, in ouler better to 
enjoy my triumph, and the usher, consenting to 
luy arraiigeiiicnt, find |>iov«hI clc.irly, in fact, that 
he bad lost hi> head by thus nskiiif: his piv^i. 

When we arrivctfl at tlic ferry, wiicu* luy boat 
had been moored since the morning, 1 saw iit the 
l^rnss, or lalhor ilirive llu' tall \v**e<is of , the bank, 
an cnoimous rul pai.^ad, ic’^ombliin* nioiruioua 
wild poppy I'lukr (ho painxtl wt- wMivil tor ihe 
little lauiKirc*'S in hci Sunday elothcii. 1 waA srr- 
pri< 5 e<l. She was really nice ‘look in 14, thoti;'h pale, 
and jcrracefiil, lhon<th with n <nbnr)>an “laer fulness. 

Pi-ro Fiqucdciit raised his hat and lK»\ved. Sh** 
put nut her hand towards him, ami they '^t iiul at 
one another without utterinji: a wnid. Tluii lluy 
stepped into my boat, am! I look the o.irs They 
were scate<l side by vsidc near the stun 
The ushri was the fust to s|^.ik , 

"This U nice wtather for a rou* in n boat '* 
She niurhuircd • 

“(»h! yes” 

Mie dr<w lui hand through tho cuneut, .skim* 
ming the w.itir with lur Hiigeis, v\lii<1i faist**! up 
a thill tiauspjiuait lilth stream, like a sheet of 
jrlasA. It made a flight sound. .1 jp idle ripple, 
ns ihc baat !uovc<l .along 

When they were in the rcstnuranl, she ti)c>k it 
oil ht^rseli to speak, and otdered diuma, fiicd'fisli, 
a chieken and Saliul ; then she leil u ; on toward 
the isle, which she knew jKifediy 
After this, !die wos gay, rouiping, and vm u lath^, ' 
m^^cking. 

I'p to the dessert, no epuMion oi lov«^ aro.se. 1 
bad treated them to ''hampagne, and Per# Piqn??- 
dent wa5 tipsy. UeiscU slightly C'h v.ated, i^he; 
called out to him 
''Monsieur Hquenea 
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He «4iul, all ol a smlilirii 

**Mfi(1cinoi5;«1]c, Monsieur Kaoul haii commutn- 
ealcil my siiitimenlh to you.** 

Slit became as serious ns a imlftc, 

•‘Vc.s, Monsieur. •’ 

*'Aic yon K^injy to j-ivt any aniuvd ?** 

**\Ve never reply l(> tlusc cnieslituis ! ** 
lit panted with etuoliuti, and went cui ' - 
**.Aftci all, a day will ooinc when ! mav make 
you like me.” 

She sniilcd, 

•‘You bijj fool? You nrc very moo.** 

•*lu sliorl, marlcnioiscne* do you think that, 

Isiiei on, wo ini^jlu *' 

She hesitated a socoml ; Ihon in a tremhlinj 
vuiec sho said :~ 

*‘Is it ill order to ninny me you s.iy that! Par 
lic\er vitherwise, you know.** 

“Yes, mademoiselle 

‘*\Vcll, th.it\ all ri^ht, Monsieur riquedont:** 

It is thus that tlics* Iwo silly rrentuies |)iomi.sed 
luatriaKv thn»iij.jh the wile's i»f a it'ikles.s .school- 
boy. fiut 1 did not bolio\c that it was .scrivms 
not fiult'Cd di«l tluy themselves perhaps 
On her p:nl there was a certain feeling oi hest* 
tatiou. 

**Yon know, T have nothinp:. not four sous ** 
He stamxiiercd, for he was vh drunk ns Sikiius. 
**1 havu saved live thou.saiid francs.’* 

She exclaimed triiinipbautly 
‘^Tlien \vc can set up in business ?'* ^ 

^ He bcconsc rcstlcs#. 
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‘*Iu whal • V* 

"What fK> 1 know alM>ut that? Wc sbalf sC'!. . 
With five franrs wc I'oiiW ' do manv 

thirijiTS. You don't want me to g'o and live in your 
i>oaiditig-5clioo1, do you?’* 

lie had not looked forwaid so far ai> thi^^| and 
he stainiiiCTcd in great porplexity : — 

**\Vhat hubiucj!^ could ue set up in « It is not 
couvciiicnt, for all 1 know l.atiu!" 

She reflected in her turn, passing in review* all 
the profcssiuii^ she had longed for. 

“You could not l>c a d(»ctur ?*’ 

'‘No, I have nk the diploma. ” 

“Or a chemist?” 

“No more than the other ” 

She utteied a cry, a cry of joy. Sht had dis- 
covered it 

“Then we’ll buy a grocct’s shop! Oil I what 
luck ! we’ll hu3' a grocer’s shop. Not on a big 
scale, all tlie saitK ; with five thousand franc# 
one docs not go far.” 

lie was shcK’ked at. the Miggestioii. 

“No, I can’t lie a grocer. I am— I am- too well 
known. 1 only know Latin, that is all I know.’* 

But she poured a glaS'* of champagne doWd his 
throat. He drank it and wn.s Kilcnt. 

We got back into the bo.it. The night was dark* 
\ery fuirk. I ifew clearly, •however, that he hAcl 
caught her hv the waist, ;»ud that they were hug* 
^ging each otficr again and again. 

It was a frightful catastrophe. Our escapade was 
^'hSiocoveicd, with the result that Pere I’iqueucnt waa 
" dismissed. And my father, in a fit of anger, 
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1^ 1(1 ii\\\^]\ ni\ (ouise philosophy at Ribaiidct*is 

' St 

Six iiiimtiw ]»Ui I |M Hitl icu iii\ lU/fcc of 
llachtlor of llicii I ucnt to studv law in 

Taiis, aiul 1 dal not rctani to in> uatixo town till 

It II \t iiH ilttr 

At Iht totiui oi ili( Rui di. Stiptnl j sill)]) 
my ♦\L 0\ti tiK <ifioi \M'u tlie wonN "Colouial 
piodiKlh - ri(|iuiknl *’ th> u umUiiicatli bu us tx 
^iilij'hUn till I MUiiarl, “(iioiciy^*' 

I cxilaim-Hl 

**Qmntum nmhittt tr'^ »//(>•'* 

He laistd his hc.ul,^ft hf^ fetnMf^Vustotuc!, and 
TUshed lowaros hit with ouUhcklied hand^, 

' \h< mx \ouui; liKiid, m> ^oini]; Incu^li here 
\ou au ♦ WIi.U IiKk* XX hat 

\ htauUlul x\on.iu» xti) plnm}>, aUiupiN left the 
Aountcr, itul nnij <4 iKisill x>t] m\ I Hod 

*um» (liftuuHx lu rn t»j;niNinsj hti, si tat Ind sbo 
l^tcxxii 

J abktd "* 

So thm } u H 

riqiudcut had ;;uiic back to xxcij;h tut ^rocciies 
'*( h* xeu xxdl, xtiy wvll, xiry util I haxx; 
iimU thict tiumsan I irarv'^ tlcar this >tai 

‘’*And XX hat it»oiU th. Latin, Moumxiu Tique 
dent r 

'*(di» ^iHxlncs- tho ijitin, the LatiUg 

tilt J,mn Will, x.»r ev, it dot- nut keep the 

1 hotlmg*’* 
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T llL urouieiiiKk ut I«n Lioisitlo tutu in a 
cui\i. up to tlii edge of the blue wi*cr 
^l\iir thete, at the light, the hsUid uUaiKCs 
into the Ma Jt obmiudA the Met\, 9)mttJing fti 
the bonbon uith the pretty Southern «ui>eet of its 
]«cakcd, uunutoiu, md fiiitnsttc suminitH 

\t the left, tilt isk» ot SunU ^[^r>^^ulll^. imi 
Saint Houorat, l>iug in the witci, duphij tlu r 
backe, coNered uith lir tiu<i 
And all along the grtcit guU, ill ilong the tall 
mountains, that encircle Cdhut^, the whiti vdU 
residences .cctii tij be sUtping in tin sunlight 
\oi! can see them from a disUiuc, the blight 
hou.^cS| sraltcrcd from the top to tlu bottom <»1 
•he mount.uns, dotting the dirk guoutn with 
''pAks of ,Ml<‘\ 

Ihosc lie It the* wiUr optu ihtii ^ lU on ♦he 
\ 1 t I ronuii uh wliiih j 1 ulitc! b\ thi <pii» ♦ u ivc"^ 
Mu nr I nil] I iliiu U u <> u la thos^ 

dd\> when in this '.onHu.ru il nnli tin dull of 
witiUr is not fdt trau ills of the g 

may be s<.ca <iiu^cm<fs nid (itronlfc.es lull of 
golden fruit kadu dvnnc with dim Htep^ ovefi 
the sand oC the «i\cnne, Xollowed l»\ chtldun ndliog 
hoops or chatting with '’cntUimu 

# 

A >ouug lady ha. just pi -cd i ut lofrugh tli2 
door of her coqhettisb little bemse faring kn 
C^^omtte SLc ^top;i tot i mom* ut to ^a/c at the; 
jprQttkCnaders, staiKs, nid vith (lu* gitt Ilf one 
uUct]\ cufcfbUd, malts hti \vn I# all 

^u«pt> neiith ngiit lu iroi.t f lire's* i laUgueii 

mUi having gcuc U\txU> past'*; slit ^at down out 
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ut biciitli. iicr pa1c«l.KC sceiiis that of a' dead 
woman. She couijhs, and raises to her lips her 
tianspuicnt fingds, as if to stop those sh.ikiiii;s 
that, cxhatist her. 

She gaaes at the sky lull of Aiinsluiic« ntw] at 
the swrillou^, at the zig/ag stnuniiU of the Fstiel 
o\cr Ihtie, anil at the sci^, quite close to her, so 
blue, }«o so bciutif*il. ^ 

Sho stmfes sti*l, nut murmnrd m 

“rth ! liDvv happy I am ! ** 

She knowji howevet, Liial she is going tiv die. 
that cl»c win never see the ^pIingtlnK, th.it in a 
year, along the --ainc pi oincnadc, these same peo- 
ple who p.iss IkIoic her now will tome again to 
uicathe the au oi Uiis eliarming spot, with 

their rhildren n little biggrer, with their liearls all 
filled with hopes, with temkines>, with h.qipt* 
lU’^s, whilst ;it the bottom of an oak coOin, the 
p'^'or desh V liich !*i left to her still lo-ilay will 
ha\c fallen irlo a eo'ndition <»l rotlenncs>, leavlug 
only her lioiU'* lying ii» the silk lobc which'^hs 
has selected for n winding -sheet. 

She will he no nioic. Fveiylhing in life will go 
on a’i befoic foi others. For her life will be over, 
over foi v Ncr, She will he no more. She smiles, 
and inhales ns well as sltw^can, with her diseased 
lungs, the perfvuiicd air of the gardens. 

And she biuks into a reverts 

4 « « 

She iSkalls the pai^t. She has l>ccti married, fdur 
ytat% ago, to a Norunii geiitleinaii. He was a 
strong young man/* liearded, ’ healthydookiiig. 
wdth wide shoulders, narrow-mind, and joyous dis- 
position. 

They^liad been united through worldy uiotixt^ 
which she did not ipiitc nmlcrstand. would 
willingly have said *’Ycs ** She did say “Yes,^' 
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with a iijovcmctil of the hcdll in i>uK'r uu( to 
thwail Her fiithor aiul tiiotlier. She was « ransi(iu» 
gay* and ful! of the joy of living. 

Her liilsbanrl bnaight her home to his Norman 
rhatcaii. It was a huge stoiic butldnig, sniioiindctl 
by tall tree-; of great agt. A higli vlniiip of fir- 
trees shut out the view in front. Ou Ih^ right a i 
o|K‘ning in the tiees prcseiUcd a Mew ol the plain 
\ihi<h stretched out, ijiiite flat, up to the dist*iiit 
farinsloads. A cros'^-road pas.sed before the Utun* 
dary-linc, leading !•* the high rosid ’thfec kilo- 
niotf cs away. 

<>h? she Van remember c\erythin;j, \wy 
her first d'ly in bci new alKMlt, and ho isohited 
frilc afterwards. 

W'heii she stepped out of the carriagi', she 
glancc^l at tiic old building, and hnigliingly ex* 
tlainK*^! 

“It does not l<H,k gfl\ 

I lei hif^hand beg-ni to laugh in bis turu, and 
u plied 

T'xdM we get to it You’ll sec I iievei 

feel bored in it, U»r my part.” 

'I'hat day, they tluir tnne in cnibniiing 

each other, and she did. not line! it too long. ThH 
Jufted toi the best | art o' three 'iioiiths. Ihe day:i 
p.l'«hcd one «i(ui ill' oth**; in inMgnitU.ini yer ab^ 
soibing wenj atuin^ She learnul the value and, 
the importance of the httlc things ot Htc. Site 
kiew t:iat people ean iiiteicst themselvis 4n the 
|>ni*e of eggs, vMileh cos(^ a few centimes molt f>r 
aeir)rdiiig to the season. , 

It was sttntmer. She went to the fields to see 
tlic harvest cut. The gaiety of the mxnshiue kept'i^ 
up the gaiety ot l|er heart, , 

Tlie autumn came. Her husband went Imnttug 
ilc in the morning with ni.s two doipt^ 

Medof and Mires. Then she rcuiaiuedi alone. 
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%vithout grit-ving liorsclf, mox cover, at Henry's 
absence. She wa*;, however, very fond of him, 
fnU he WHS not missed by her. When he relurne^l 
home, hci afTcciion especially absorbed by tU^ 
do^».s. S1i«^ look care* of them every ( vening with 
a mnlliriS afTcction. <:ircj‘v‘ictl them iruessaullVt 
Ihctn a llKui'and charming lillle n.uncs, whidi 
.she h.ul no idf:* of applying to her tinshand. 

lie inviiiiably told her all about hi; himting. He 
pointi'd out the places where ho (omul the pn- 
tiidges, expucssed Ins Hsioni>hmcnl at not having 
caught f»n\ imu>. in Joseph Lcdcutn's clover, oH 
el^c appeared indignant at the conduct of M 
l.eeh.ipelicr, of llar\e, who iiUvnys followed the 
lurnler of his cst.itei[) to ^lioc>t game that had been 
stmlt’d by him, flciirv de Parvill. 

She replied, **Ves, indeed! it is not light,** 
thinly iug ol semuthing else all Iho while. 

*I he wint r caua , the Norman winter, cold and 
rainy The ciitIkNs tainstornis emue dpwii on the 
slates of the gu u nmny-angleil lising like 

a blade tnuaitK llu sky. The nod seemed hk»* 
sli tarns lund, the eonntry a plain ot imul, and 
no vone tonld be hcaul save the wdiitliiig flight 
of en)\v> rolling Ihcml^clvcs out like a cloud 
alighting on a field, and then hurrying away 
.igaiii. 

Ainuil four <»’ehKk, the army t>f dark, flying 
rieaimos o.'.na and jioulied in tiie tall l>ecch^ at 
the left, of the < bateau, emitting dtafeuing eilcs. 
Ibiiittg nearly an Junir, they fluUered from 
top ro tiec-top, s- eincMi to be lighting, croaked, amV 
inoilo the grey brantflica move -Nvith th:ir 
wings. She garni at Ibein, each evening, wiUi^flr^ 
pressure cd the heart «»o tlccply \xfjS she (Huctiatnd 
by iiie Itigiduious luelaneboly of^ic night falling 
uu llie desblatc gron luls. 

Then ^bc nug for the lamp* and she drew ueal!^ 
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the fire Sin hurmd h«ap^#ol wood witU-ut i\io 
v\ w iinunjr Ih.* si uious apartments la- 
\aKd l)\ ilu humililx She felt i old x'vcrx da^*, 
i\^t ul'Cio, itt the ill awing loom, at niLafs, in 
Hot own apirtmctit U s^icd to tui she 
*ohl, even to the inmiow o( lui hoius Ih onlv 
lanu in in dinuet, Ik wns iU\ »\ hunlin^, oi cl e 
♦wtnpud with Mwviiv •'Cod, Uk mil. uid 

ill I hi wotk tl thi lountn 

lie Used to toim 1»uk ] dK ml lull <•» i»i td, 
iitljliin][' his hands while hi iNiliimyl 

‘Wh^l wutclud wcMther-'*' 

Or ilsc - 

**U Is A IhlllH to hlM 11 hi< 

how lire von todi\ ^ I' » 5 r l(cl m cmi 

spiiits*** 

ITc \Ms happx, in gofnl neallh, wntli >ut d'slus^ 
thinking of iinthmi; tV^i '^ixi ih s «^impU , omul, 
nid (piut life 

Minut Iieccinliti, vtlun Uk mow hvl irme, she 
suOdeil so muth honi tin u\ lold in «t the 
< hale nil, whuh seemed to ln\t 'uquiud i iliill 
with till iinlutus It htd ])«ssid ihi»>u li, as 
hntnnn heiuj^n <lo Mth \cars. tint \ Ud )*ei 
1iud» Hid niu* I \Liiin*, 

look luu, lleiiiN * \ni nii^ht U* hi\* 1 hot 
ail ^toxe put into ih« honst , it wnuM di , the 
wills J assure xou lint ! ^ lunol w no unsilf 
fioin inornmc till night 

\\ first he w ij» stunned at this t \ti u i}» uu uha 
ot mill Mincing 1 hot^fr stoic into his unnoi hoti^ 
U would liHio sctinid natuial to nnn o hue hti 
degs fed out of his silver plah Him ht giv<* g 
hemendons laugh, wliteli jiiuh Its dual livu\e| 
while he e^dal^l 

**\ Imtau stove lurt* V hot nr «trve 
Ha! ha* ha! what a good joke*’* 
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She • 

•*1 asMne \ou, iKai, 1 fio/tu; you Jou*t 

icel Jt because* \uu ar<i U)ua\s about , 

Dili, all tlu^ r fc«4 Iro/iii " 

llci uplinl, stiil 1.nui:hin^ • 

‘*P(xih* }ou*ll ii-ctl to It, anil, bcsulC’*, it 
lb t. SCI Dent toi the health util only be all 

the IhIIci foi it We IK not Knisian*^, damn A ‘ 
tt> b I 111 hot hou^c^ \iul, 1)1 ides, till hpiinpr l^ 
quite IK It ■* I 

s K # 

Aboill till btJiMlUllfi ol )l 1 IUit\, U jruat 
frutune bcteli h<r ilii jfathei nnd mother died 
of u eaniaKv aiinU lit She tame to PaiK foi Uk 
miiiral \iid hit mind was eiitiioly plunged in 
giiof on account ol it lot alumt stv month 

riu ^oltiiise oi hue days at lin«»tli aw.^kciui 
lur, and she Incd a -^ad ’dnftin^ 111 * 'ft langam 
until aiitunin 

When liu told u cat her tnme si w'ls 

hloti^hl lave to faec, toi the fiist time, with the 
tflooiuy fiunrc \\ lint she to do Notlijn«' 
iVhut was going to ha^)peu to her hiiiceioilh^ 
Ndhing Whit c\.pcetalioii, what hope, could re- 
V^^c h‘'i iieMit-' None A dex’loi, uhvi was ton- 
suited, dcclaied that she uonlil iiexoi luxe eiiiM.eti 

Sharper, more pcncti itiiig still than the vcai he- 
fore, the rold made hei suffer eontinu ijly 

She stretched out hcr^sliixoiing hands to the big 
TIk glaiing liic bnrntd her lace; but ic\ 
inifi*; seemed to slip doum her back and to pentratc 
hi tween the flesh and hei nmlerdlothing. And 
she shook from head to foot. Innumerable ca«' 
"rctits of Qir appeared to have taken up then abode 
in Uib apattment, h\ing, pfafty currents of atr a.s 
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cmcl an em wics. vShc ci]|('ouiiteicil iiiem every 
moment : they wcic iwccsnantly buKotiu); Ucf,soiin;* 
times <111 the hands, somctimui'* on the iicx'k, with 
their treacherous, froieeti breath. 

t.)nce more she spoke ot «ki hoi walci stove ; hut 
)itT husband lieard her rcc]uest ns if she were 
.Tiking for the moon. The intr<i<Uiclion of such 
an apparatus at Farvillc appeared to him as im- 
poss^ilo as the discovery of tlic rihilosopluT *3 
Stone. 

Ua\ing beetl at Koucii on hiisiiies.s one day he 
l)rought oack to his wife a dainty fuot warmei made 
of cop|)cr, which he laughingly callc«l "a port- 
abhs liot'WiHer stove;** and he considered that 
this would proven tf her heueeforth from ever be- 
ing cold. 

Towards the ^iid of December sho uiulerstood 
that she could not live thus always, and she 
timidly one evening at dinner 

*'LMeii^ demr! Are #c not going to spend a 
wi'ck or two in Faris befcre spring 

He was stupefied. 

“In Palis? In Paris,? Ihit what aic we to do 
there f Ah! no, by Jove! Wo arc hotter 
here. What odd ideas come into your head some- 
times ’• 

She faltered : — 

“It might distract Us a lilllc.” 

He did not undetstand. 

“What is it you want to distract 5*011/ 
Theatres, evening partic.s, dinnens in town? You 
knew, however, well in opining here that you 
ought not to expec t a in* distractions of this kind ” 

She saw a reproach in thciM! words and in the 
tone ill which iHc>' were uttered. She relapsed into 
silence. She wa.s timid and gentle, wfthimt to* 
fUiing |)owcr and without fUredgUi of 

' -4 ' 
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III J.iiiu.'iiy ilio foldewtathcr retiinie<l with vie* 
lcn< c. Tlicjii tlie snow covered the earth* 

r)ne evening, as she watched the great whirling 
cloud of rrows winding round the trees, she l)cgaii 
to \vee]>, ill spite of Iwscif. 

Her husband came in- He asked in gieai sut,* 
piisc : — 

"What is the matter with yout" 

Me was happy, quite happy, never having 
dreamed of another life or other pleasures. Me had 
t>een born aiKl had grown up in this inelaiictioly 
distHit. lie fell well in his own hom'O, at his case 
in body and mind. 

He did not realise Ibat wo may desire events, 
have a thirst for rhnnging pleasures ; lie did not 
understand Unit it does iu)t seem natural to cer- 
tain beings to icin.un tn the saint places during 
llie four seasons ; lie seemed to know that spring, 
sumiiKT, autumn, and winter have, for nniUitudcH 
ol persons, new pleasures in new coiinlnc^. 

She could not say anything in reply, and she 
quickly dried her eves. At last she murmured, ii 
A disttaelcd sort of Way 

“1 am— I- -I iiiu a little >ad I am ii little 
bor<Hl " 

Rul she was seized with terror foi having eeoii 
said so nmeli, and she added very quickly : — 

"And, besides^— T am— I am a'littlc cold,” 

At this statement be got angry. 

“Ah! yes, still your idea of the foiit-waler batn. 
Itttt look here, deuce take it? von only h;id iw 
cold since you c imc hexe " 


The night came.. She went up lu her loom, for 
sTie had insisted on having a separate apartment 
^^he wtnl to bed. l^eo iu the bed s»he felt cold 
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Shi' **it wiifl rlw.iV'i, oUv;ivfl, 

till ilcalli/' 

.\H‘l >hc thnu^jhl of hci Uusbimt umW 

'•t li:ivv' this 

"Yon have only had onfkHoltl sinv< you i*;uik 

hm***' 

Tlion must gvl ill ; ''he mnsl ooti|»]j in orilor 
Ihiit he niiijht vimlerstan*! what she <uffcrnl ! 

\ml >ho w,i< filVil with infli^riiatmn, the iim»tv 
imli;^nation of i w«.ak, a tinml, hoin^ 

Site inu^t fonj^h Tlu ii, with«Mitgihjiihl» he \ 

w wiKl take pity on her. Well, ‘slu \v<,niltl i <»uj.^li; 
In, won hi hear her coucjliitig ; the ih)ctc»r sInmM 
he ealltvl ill ; he would see that Ikm hnsh.iiid, he 
would sec. 

She jjot up with her leus and her feet naked, 
Hud a childish i<lea made her smih' 

"I rvant a hol-water stove, and t must hav" 
it. J shall con^;h so much that he'll have to hvim^ 
one into the hovtsc." 

And shc's.at down almost naked in a chuii. She 
waited nn lomr, two honr-;. She shivired^ hnl 
she did not catrh cold. Then '^lic u“;olved to m ike 
use of a i)old cxjicdient. 

She noi.AtlC’^-dy left her rix)in, dc^rindt'il the 
stairs, and f»pcn'ed the j^arden-Ratc. 

The earth, lovertxl with .snow, seemwl dead. 
Sue ahrupllj-' thrust forwanl her naked foot, and 
plunfjed it into the lij»:bt, ii y froth. A sensation 
of cold, painful as a wotiml, mounted' Mp in her 
heart. However, she 'Stretched out the other 
ami to descend the steps .slowly. 

Then she advanced throuKli tl'C jprass, sayin*; 
to herself : — ' 

"ril go as far ft; thc^ fir-trees." 

She walked with qitick steps, out of breath, 
choking every lime she drove her foril throrfti 
the snow. - , ^ . 
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SIm' (oiuIuhI ttu Til'll fipluT \Mtlj liLi liaud, 
atf li to coii\iiicc hethcl) that '«hi* iMtutd imt he** 
jijiiii lf» the I'lul : thcti she hack into the 

, noiifie. She l>olic\x*il two oi throe linio; that sh- 
. Wtts to fall, so toipii! ami weak did she 

feel. Ilclort in, ineatiwhilc, she sat in that 

icy M mil, and' she cncii i;.itlu*ied s^ane in oidir 
to lul) her breast. 

Then she went in, and u<‘t i'do bed It •'ccnie 1 
to hei, it the end u) :.n hour, that she had a 
mv.tim of ants in hti tliioai, an. I that other ant' 
were running :ftl o\ii hit liinb^ She sUpi, iiou- 
ever. 

Next day, she was ion diinjj, and she louM 
«Qt np 

Sbv ffot Infkinnnation of tin* bini;s She br* 
Cfittip delinotki^ jind in lui dilninin she a^ked foi 
II Wf’Waler <ttP>e The dev loi insislid on h.iv* 
inff one put. tn llvnr>| yiilded. but with au 
iriuate*! rcpuRuance 

^ , 11 ^ % 

She eannot bt ('iiiod. The limits se\ei**lv at- 
tnokid, made those wh<i uttnuliMl on her uneasy 
tihoul hot li.V 

**If she remains heic, .‘'he will tiol la<t us lon^. 
ns the ne.M cold weathei,’* snid the diKfor 

She was sent U> ihe South She c.inie to 
Cannes, rocofriiisid the -un. In, .] tlu -ea, ai.J 
hreathed the an of m ini»c-hlos<om.s 

Then, in the sinin.ii, .she letinned ttnvards the 
J^orth. *. 

But she now JUieil with the fenr uf being mrid, 
with the fe,ir ot the long wintets of Normandy ; 
11^ .scuiTi as iihc wa.s better, she opened her 
Atndows by night, v'hile thinking of the sweet 
niiiks of tiie Mediterranean. 

Ai^tl now she was going to die. She knew a* 
ind yet she was c^nleotea. 
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iSi 

Sti- uufolcU ri ttcuspnper, wUkJi she has not 
already upeiied, aut! lead lhf«. heading • 

"The hrst snow in Paris.** 

AlUi this, she shivers and yet smiles. She 
hK)ks avn^s at the ICstrel, which is (untiiig 
I'olonreil iiiickr the 'betting snn. She l»)oks at tli'> 
va^t blue sky, so blue, so very hliie, and the vast 
hhu M-a, M'ly blue also, and she rises up. 

And then Ktiinis to fht- house, wflli slow steps, 
t.iily stopi)in{i lo eou^h, foi sjic lins rcmaiiKHl 
<)ul t<x) Ioijjl; , and Ai-: h.is i aught eold, a slight 
: ^ 
sSIk imdb .1 K(Ui lion, la? liushand. She opoua 
smilin;,. .itwI Aw •'end.‘> - 
• My d iMi Ko\c‘. 1 lu'pc \ou ale j;otug on well, 
iud that you «lo not regiel too imu h our bcauti* 
iul disltiil We h.n . had for some clays past a 
,^'oIh] uhu'li announce.s snow. ^ For my pare 

I adore this wtathei, and you understand that 1 
.iru keefuiig tliat ruined hol-watcr stove of yout*a 
lighted 

She te iM,'' reaihiig, «niite happy .it the Ihoutri.t 
that "'he ha ^ had lu i hol-walCT stove Her right 
iiand. whi<li hohU ihe lettci, falls down slowly 
ij\ei fn I ' '■ biiv sin. rai'-o-' lici Jett hand to 

hei iijunti , .0 :i to calm the ob&tiuute fiough 
wiiTf !i is »» liM elieSt 


:0 : 
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D AKON Ktiir <lu Trulks s ml to tnc - 

'‘Will you rotne tfid o|H!ti the hualiig s»ca* 
son willj mo iii mv f.u inlioiwc* .»l Mariu\illc/ 
\ou will, liv .lonii* no, tny dear Ullow, n\it 
Ih* pl<»asun I’csidi***, 1 iin .ilt al*)in* 

Tin's will In siidi a haid huntriK-boul, to start 
with, and tiu^houM wluu I deep is so priiiiiliv** 
tint r (All onh Inin;; m\ most intiiuaiu ffici.d? 
ilttn* ” 

I aiocplcd llu iiiMlalion So on Sunday, by 
the latlwfly-lim immni;; into Notnundy, at thV 
hta^tioii of \l\im.ni, wv ;;ot out, and Union Kci)i% 
tHnnliut: out to iiic a 'ountn ianutin>;'Car, hir- 
nested to a iosit\» lioisv, diivcn l\\ a In^ pi.asnU 
vitb wliiU* liair, snjd to me - 
**llcre IS our t(|iiipap:c, mv dear hoy 
Tlu man evlcmled fiis hnid to Iiis laii’dloid, ai'd 
the lUioii pre^sid it warmly, n'^kin;^ : — 

“Wclli Maitii f.chrunuiit, how* aie \out” 

*' Mwav.s llic same, M’.sicnr TBaion " 

\W jumped into this heucoop suspcndci! 
shaken on t^vo immense wheel;?. And the yimiUf 
hot sc, after a violent swerve, <itarted into a jral* 
loi», Us into the air like balls Ivver^ fall 

backward iii the wooden bench gave me the nwftt 
dicadiul pain. 

^ Tho p^sant kept lepcatmg in bis rahnf monoCo* 
nous voice:-- * ^ 

♦ ‘'Thcfe, - there* itV all right, all qglu, 
*Moulird^ all light!*' 

nm Moutard senreel) hc.i*-!!, and kept srampet- 
ing along like M goat. / 

Out two dojas behind us, in the empty partj^ji^, 
ilic heiKiop. siixid ciect, and suttfed the iiir jr' 
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the from >vbirti eitiatiaicd tlie stiielt of 

The liaruii gn/cd iiilu the distain't*, willi a sa.l 
K\e, at the vast Nortimn landsvape. uiuliilating aiiJ 
inclancholy, lih^an immense English park, where 
llu* farinyanla, ^niTonndeil by two oi four vuws 
trees, nnd full of dwar/tnl npplc-trees, wflieh 
Tiiulcretl the hottses invisil.lc, gave a vista, *i:i 
far as the ew could see, of oUl forest tree-, tufts 
«*f \v<K)d and hedgerows, which lulislic gardeners 
h*tik out for when they are tracing the lines uf 
I'liiiccly eslatcA.^ • 

And Rene de'Trcillcs suddenly exclaimed ; - 
"I love thfe soil* I have iny very roots in it *• 
A pure ’tforman,* tall ami sliong, with a tliofc 
or less projecting paunch of the old race of adveo- 
turers who went to found kingdoms on the shores 
ot every ocean. He was about 6Hy years of age, 
ten years less nerliaps than the farinii who was 
dnviiig us ' 

The latter - Viis a lean pcas.int, all skin and-' 
bone, ouc of those men who liv^L^ a iinndrc<l yeurs,^ 
After two hours’ travelling over sloiiy roads, 
.i‘‘ross'^at gfeeii ami monotonous plain, tiu* 
vehicle^ntero<l one ol tho»c fniil-giu<lcns which 
adont the fronts ol fann-houses, aiid it diew up 
before m old stiucture falling into decay, whci*2 
an old nioid-servaul sUkkI waiting at the siik ol 
^ young fellow', who seized the horse's bridle 
\Ve entered the farm-house The smoky kitcheu 
v.as hig'l^ftad spacious. The copper utensils and 
the cmmiware glistened uuder the leflectiou ol 
the bigjfire. A, cat lay asleqip under the table. 
Within, one felt the odour of milk, of applet*, of 
smoke, tint indcscribible smell peculiar to old 
honai^ wlu rc peasants have Uvc<l —the odour <>! 

of -die walls, of furniture, the odour ol 
ol washiiic. and ol Ihe 61d inhabitunts. 



1^4 THE FARMER’S WIFE. 

[ V, 

tb6 &nie]l t>l animals And liuman !i^ngs inter* 
mingled, nl .’iliiugs^ and of pcrM.ni!», ll;c iiAour of 
time and of things that /nave passed away. 

I went out to have a look at the farmyard^ It 
wa.^ hig, full oi applc-trccs, dwarfed and crooked, 
and laden with ft nit, which (ell on the g;rll5s nick 
aioiiud them In this fiirniyaid the Norman smeU 
.>f ap] Ics was as >tiong as that of the ovangc-tr^ 
which hJossmn on the hanks c>l Southern rivers. 

roTti lows of hccohcs surrounded this enclosure. 
They w«ic so tall that they seemed to touch the 
I'louds, at this hour of iiightd‘all,aud their sum* 
mils tlirojcgh which the night-winds passed shook 
utid sang Va sud, inlcrmiitablc song. 

ITc-i-nlered the house. 

Tilt: Ilaion was warming his Icot at the fire, and 
was listening to the fanner’s talk about country 
niattci^. lie lalketl about marriages, birih.s, and 
deaths, then about the fall in the puce of cor4:, 
mul the latest news alHUit the Kflliug value of 
(attic. The “Vcularde** fas he c«illcd*a cow that 
had betu bought at the lair of VeuTes) had calved 
in the middle <»f June. Tihe cider had not J)ceti 
‘ first-class l.tst ;y’ear. The apiicot-^plcs vyere al- 
most di.sappeariiip fiom the country. ^ 

Then we had dinner, ft was a ^ood rusiit meaf, 
simple and abumlaut, long und tranquil^ Affil, 
while we were dining, I noticed the fpecial kind 
of friendly familiarity which had .strttek me 
fioni the start between the Baron and the peasant. 

Without, the U'cehes continued iK>bbi^ in 
night-wind, and our two dogs, shut u^pq:^ shet!, 
wetc whiuing aiul howling in an imcsinny fashion*, 
*rhe fire was dying out in the big grate. I'he 
maid servant had gone to bed. Maitre Lebrj^ 
iiient aaid in his turn 

**lf you don’t mind, Mlsieur Ic Barou. I*m g6fti,{ 
to bed. 1 amf not used to staying up late.** 
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'ihv n,uoii ixtomtcNl !iin Imitl titwMttls liim, «nil 
- • 

• TfO, inv friciul/* lu so lordi^l ,i tone, that 1 ^alcl, 
i»oon a^ the umn hud dibap|>eaml : — 

‘*He fA deioteil to >oii, tliib farmer’” 

“Better than that, my dear fellow! It is a dramrt, 
All old drama, simple and ^cry sad, tiiat attache^ 
li’ui to me. Well, hoie is the stoiy . — 

“Voii know (hat my lather was a Coloih 1 in a 
ta\a1r\ rcf!fitT)<'nt His orderly was this young 
i<!lov\, now an old man, the son of a fuimer. 
'then, when my father rctirid from tha army, Jia 
(W-> retired soldur, then about foftyi as hi$ 
Hi n ant ; 1 was at that time about thirty. We lived 
tilt 1 1 in our old chateau oi Valfenne, tiCat 
Camlcbec-in Caux. 

“At this peruvl my nioihetV chanibeitnaid was 
one 'of the prettiest few Is you could see, fnir* 
iniitd, slender, and spnj*hlly iii mannet, u 
gen nine ,^pecitne4i o! the faiicnintnipf abii^ail, *>uch 
IS wt scai<*ely.^ei find iiow-a-da\«5 To-diy 
irculures spring up into hitssies ficfon* llieir time, 
f^ans, with the aid of the lailwa}^!, ottraets them, 
lalK tiKm, tsj^es hold of them, as soon as tbe> 
are buriting into womauhood, these little sluts, 
who, in old times, lemaincd isimple maid- set vantSi 
every man passing by, as long ago recruiting 
sergeants ^ \Yilh conscripts, entices and de- 
hanches them — these foolibh lassies — and we ha\€ 
now only the acum of Ibe female sex lor ser\ ant- 
maids, all tliat is dull, nasty, common, and ill 
ugly even for gallantry. 

*‘\VtTl, this «rl was charming, and I often gase 
her a’^kisu jn dark oovners, iiothitig more, I bwear 
h) yonl She was vistuons, besides; and I hail 
«we respect for my tiiotlieT*s honse^ which is more 
than can be said of Hie blackguard? of the present 
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‘'Now it hapjicneil that iiiy man-smaift, the ex 
poljlitfj the ohl fHrmerr you hove just sceu, fell in 
love with lhi^ but in on unusual soil of way, 
^%J ho first thint,^ >vc noticed ‘was that his memory 
wU't uficclod , he did not pay any attcMition to wiiy* 
thiii^. 

“My father was incessantly repeating, ‘i,ook 
here. Jiaii ! VVhnt'^i the niatP r >vith you? Are 
yon nnwvll “ 

IJo Jt'plii'd . 

“ 'No, no, AINictir le llaitni. 'Dicic's nothing 
; the uiallt'i with me * t 

“Jle g^>^ tnin Then, v\hcn 'iciviug at table, h.' 
broke glasses and let plato> fall. We thought he 
innsL have been attack^ by some nervous innladv, 
mid we sent for the doctor, who thought he corW 
di't<H t symptoms of di>.ease. Then my 

father, full of anxiety idioiit his faithful man- 
.sei vant, decided to place him in u private hospital, 
Wluu the p<H>t fellow heard iny falhtiN in* 
tciitions ho made a ilean breast ol it; ' f 
“ 'Arsicni le Jlaion— 

“'Well, my boy?* 

“ 'You see,' the thing J want is not physic ?’ 
“TTa! what is it, then?* i ^ 

“'It’S inarvinge!* 

'*My father turned round and stared at in 
astonishment. 1 

“ ‘What's that you say, eh?* 

“'U*9 marriage!’ 

••‘Mariiagc? So-theUj you donkey, yoirre fii 
love.’ * * ’ ' % \ . 

“ 'That’s how it is, M’aieur le Baron.' 

“.\iid my father.b^au to laugh in such an im* 
UKvleratc fashion that my mother called out 
through the wall of the next room 

'WTiat iu the name of goodaes.< is the matter 
with yon, (fontraii?.* 
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*'Hc rcplk*d • 

*'*Coiiic heif*, Catbcrintr.* 

*‘Afld^\rheii she cam*.- iu, be tears in 

bis eyeJS from sliecr langhtci, that hi^i kliot of n 
servant-man Jove-si<k 
**But nty inolhcr. instead id laughing, was 
ileeply ailceted. 

is it that you have fallen in love with' 
my poor fellow?* she asked. 

'^Hc answx'ied, without heJ^itatioli 
'* *\Vith Louise, Madame le Bnroniie.* * ^ 

“My mother said, with llic utmost gravity* 

“ *\Ve must try to arrnngc the matter the best 
way we can.' 

“So Louise was sent fur, and questioned by my 
luothci f and ^\\q said in reply that she knew att 
about Jean's liking for her, that, in fact, Jean had 
spoken tq^^er abjut it several times, but that she 
did not umt liiin. She refused to say why. 

“And two montlis elapsed, during which my 
father and mother never ceased to urge this girl 
to marry Jean. As sl:c declared she was not in 
love withfany other man, she could nut give any 
serious reason for her refusal. My lather, at last, 
uverchme hef^rcsislance by means "of a big present 
of money; and started the pair of them on a farni 
on the estatc~-this ve^ farm. At the end of 
three ^^ars, I learned ttiat Louise had died of cen- 
sumptipm But niy fiitber aii^ mother died, too, 
in tJgjjy itfirn, and it was two yuftrs more before I 
found myself iac1( to with 

**At last, one autd^ day, >1;^ the ^end of 
October, the idea camclntp my go hunt* 

Ing oii this part of whieih!|^4eDant had 

told me was full of gam* ‘ 

“So, one ev^i^/'mte wet eveniftg, I arrived 

E* 
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isft 

ut tbik house. 1 was shocked to find th/old. 
ctoUlu^r. who Imd ^)ccn tuy lO^trVs eerVfint« J)W* 
lutly bitc-haircd, though he uol there thou 
fc»riy-five or forty-six years of age I n]||do ktw 
dine with me, at the very table where W€*te new 
silting. It was raining hard. We couW hear tho 
laiu luilti ring ut the nxd, the wnll^, and Ihc win- 
dow*,, flriwing in a jKikct deluge i!»to the fam* 
yunl , and the dog wit^ howling in the sbed, 
wluie tlje other dugs arc howling to-night. 

•'All of a sudden, when the «ervant maid bad 
gone toVd, the nviti -.rdd in a tiuud voiee:-- 
*t *M»su. ui !e llaioii ’ 

*' 'W'hat i.s it. luy «Uai jeitn 
** I ha\e simu thing to tell v.*ti • 

** ‘Till it. my deui Jean.’ 4 

*' *Vou rcmeinlKi Louise, my vvi!t‘.* 

** 'tirtainly, 1 do itmcmhet I^a.’ 

** *\V(dl, she Iclt a me*i>,age lor you.’ I 
' \Vl4ai waft it ?* 

** a well, it W.I.S what you might call a con- 
fession.' 

***lla . . . itud what w.ts it about V 

•* Mt was-4l was IM rather, all sable, tell 
YOU nothing about it -hut I must— I musL. Well, 
it'^ thi^- it wasn’t i'<'»nsumption she died at atl. 
It was grief well, that's the long and the short 
of it. As so<>n ns she r«atne to live here, after we 
wci'e tnairied, she grcic thin; she chaiigeil so that 
you winihlut know* her, M’sieur Ic Saroii. 11 
W{i» all Just as*t>ofote 1 tnanied her, but it was 
dillercnt, too, quite another sort of thing. 

*' sent for the doctor. He said it wai hei 
liver that was affected— he said it was what hi 
called a ’hepatic* complaint-^J dont know tnesi 
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big wordlV Ic Btii'ont,i. Thou I bbugh» 

mwMneior b«r, neapo an itMiki ot bottles, that 
lost about three hundred fiancs. But she'd lake 
none of them; she wouldn't have them; she s^iU : 
*U*ii no use, iny poor Jean* it wouldn't do hk* any 
1 saw well that she had sonic hidden 
trouble; and then I found her one time erytn^», and 
1 didn't know what to <lo, no, I ditln't know w'h.it 
to do. I bought her enpa and dresses, and Lair-oil, 
find earrings for tier N»i gfKid ! And I f».uv Ih.il 
was going to die And so one n^ght in the 
end of November, t»ni- snowy night, lUer ieii»aMK 
ing the whole day without stirring onl of ind* 
she told me to send for the Cure. So 1 \''cnt fur 
him. K% soon as he had come, she saw liini. Then 
she usk^ to let me come int6 the rooinr luid slic 
said to me, 'Jean, Tm going to make a eoufessioti 
to you. ! owe it to you. 1 have never bccu false 
to you, never! nf;yer’ before or after \oii married 
me, M'sieu \v <‘uic is thcie, and van Ull it \- 
so, and \tt knovys niy soul. Well, list.:), Jean If 
I am dying, it is hei-auso I was not able l») rou- 
«iole iiiysdf lor Icjiving the chiileaii, be ause I was 
too fond of the young Huron Moikdeur Uinc, t*xi 
fond of him, mind you, Jean, them was no harm 
'in it! This ta the thing that’s killing mo When 
1 could him bo more, 1 felt that 1 should uie:* 

If I could only have seen him, I might have liven , 
tmly Seen him, nothing more. I wish you'd tell 
him skime day, by-and-by , when I am no lunger here . 
you will IcU him, swear you will, Jean— swear it 

> in the presence of M’skur k Cur^l It 

wQl console me to know that he vviU ktioiv it one 
daVp that this was the cause of my death ! Sweur 
ilP 

'"Well, 1 gave her my promiscj M'sicu le 
ttiront and, on the faith of an honest man, I liave 
my wor4' 
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'*Aud (hr n he ccacicd i»prakiug, hi«$ O’CS htting 
with tcaii.** 

# » ^|t 

“rpirti my soul, my dear boy, yuu caa't form 
any idea ol the emotion that filU-d me when I 
heard this pX'r dt‘\il, whose wife I had caused t*;« 
ilcatli of, witluait knowing it, telling me this story 
on that wet night in this veiv kitchen. 

cxtlainicd, ‘Ahl mv ihw Jean, my poor 
Jean** 

*'Ile nmf nutted, ‘Well, all, M'sieu Ic 

liuTun. 1 could do uutliiiig, oue way or anothtT 
ami now \i\^ all owr'*' 

**] caught hi.'* hand across tlu table, ami 1 

gan to ciV. 

**IIe aaked : ‘Will yuu come aud xe her giavc/* 
( nodded by v,ay oJ assent, for 1 co«Uln‘t fi|)eak. 
He rose n|», lij^htcd a lautern, and uc walked 
tlirongh the blinding rain, which, in the light «il 
the lixikcd like falling 

“He ofH'ncd n gate, and I saw some crosses t»l 
black wtxjd 

“Suddenly, he said, ‘There it is, in Ircmt ol a 
marble slab,' and he flashetl the lauteiii close it 
80 that I could read the iiiseiiptiou 

“To I.onisc-Hofleimo Maiinet, wife of Jeuii 
Francois T.ebrumcnt, laimer. She wits a faithful 
Wife I (iod rc.st her Soul!* 

*'\Ve fell on our knees in the damp gruss^ be 
and I, with the laiitcni between us, and 1 saw the 
lain gating on the white marble slab, And 1 
.^ thought of the hcuit of her sleeping there iu har 
? grave. Ab! poor heart I poor heart 1*' 

• • # 

“Since then, I come here ewy year And I 
clonH know why, but I feel as if I were guilty ci 
some ciiiue in the prepuce of this man, who al* 
way:; shows that be forgives me I'* / 
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P LRL liUlfLlJ V ( Xtilotiu) hid Uk uputittou 
through the whole cotinly of .1 Hjtvt lalui m 
illrtv jobd U\ity tniu* .1 pit, i dunghill, 01 nv^s* 
poof requiicil to l>c ikiiid aua\, or a dnt hnU* to 
W cleoii’^vJ out, In. tin. pi.iHuij cinplo>id to Jo 

It 

lit would O'ln* lIuK xMlh bi^ niKhUn.iirh t»»oU 
•lUvl hiN vvoixlrn •^Ikh. * totcicd with fhiKfc, 4iU<l 
would iii In wotk, whiuiiiK iiKissautly alxml the 
nature of his <Ktup.i(\on When iu*t»pK «t'h<ed 
htut, lUui, wii> hi^ did tills loath«>onu woik, h« 
nvoiild ripl> iiHij;iud!\ - 
*^l*ttith, *lis tor in\ ihildicti, whom 1 mu>t i^np 
jHirt. This hiing^ me iti mote than .in\ thing 1 U% ' 
He had, ittxlctd, hiiirUe.n ihiMrtn It iinott. 
a»kcd him wtiat^ had Iniomc of them, he would 
with an w of lfidi0trence 
‘Thtie art only en<lit <»f them left lu the houv 
Owe IS «rtil at sei\Ui, and fixe ale imiriKd ' 

When the (lutstiuiiet w mted fo hnou wluthcr 
ttniy w«eu wj] nurritd lu upiied \i\aiionsh 
**I ibd not tiO>s tin til I crossed ttu m in uo*h« 
lug They marned jit^t as thty pleM-^wl Wo 

»^honl<1irt go agaiii5t {»es>i>le*i> hktugii, it tuniN out 
>Md1y I am a night emt man, lie^'aU'»c irn pu- 
ciiU weut n^inst my likings Hut for thiU 1 
would have become a vxorkman hki thi othet '* 
Ueie Is the way hin parents bad thwarted htui 
111 nts likings 

He wjb at the tune 1 soidiet ^litioiKsi at fl ivre^ 
not mure stupid than auothei, ur >)iaip4T mtiui, .1 
taUier bsmple feUow, in tiuth Dunng m huui:» 
of iceedom Ins greaUsi pleasure was to walk along 
tiuay, whete the bfrd^dealtrs rnogn nU, 
tikm^etimcA dune, sometimci with 1 sokUter from 
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Jiih own patt ui tile c< 9 Uiitiy, he wouhl .slowly saiifi* 
let aloii): hy ca^jes whVrc the pariutB 
Kivcii baiks atul yellow heads fr<»m the hauka ot 
the Aniazuii, the parrots with g^iey hacks and red 
heods iioui SciK't^al, viiortnons tuacaws, which look 
like birds brotti'lii up in o»nsi*rvalorics, with flicir. 
iluwtr like Ualhcrs, thcii plumes and thoir tults, 
liie piiitHiuels of evt-ry sha|>c, ulio secraeil paititea 
utih iniiiiitc care by that excellent mniialuristi 
tiocl Alniijjhty, and the little one's, all the ItlUe 
yoiiii|4 birds,' liopp^ng alioiit, wllow, blue, ami 
Viiiiei;i»teil, iniujiliuj' their eiies with the noise cf 
the <|ua\ , add lf» the din caiisi d by the unloading 
ol the vessels, as well as by jiassenj^ors and 
xclmles, a violent clatnour, lond, shrill, aal 
deafeiiin);, as if from some di>tunt, nioustrous 
forest • 

lioi telle would stop with stiainetl exes, wide- 
open mouth, 1au;jhiu^ and enraptured, showing hts 
tcolh to the captive I'ockatmxs, who’kept nodding 
their xvhite or yclhnv top-kjiots towards the glanng 
rcKl of his lireeehes and the copper bueklc of his 
belt. When ho found a bin! that could talk, he 
put i|uestions to it, and if it liapneitctl at the time 
to be disposed to reply and to hold couversatiou 
xvilh him, he uoiiUi leinain there till tiigliitall, 
with gaiety and contentment. lie also found 
heaps of fun in looking at the monkeys, and could 
iH>iKei\*e no greater luxury for a licit men than to 
po>sess these animals, ju>l like cals atid dogs. 
This kind of taste lor the exotic he had in his 
blooil, as pi*ople have a taste for the chaste, or toe 
mcdtciiH', or for the*priosthoxKl. lie could not 
keep himself, ex’ef>' time the gates of the bariacks 
opened, from going back to the quay, as if hts 
felt himself drawn toxvards it by an irresistible 
longing. 

Noxx\ on one oi'c.»siou, haxiug stopped almost in 
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ccsUcy bcfftix: an cnotmouA nnariina, which 
Awcllipji: out iU plumes, bendiiut forward, and 
hHdlfhg: op if nwhing: the couri-rnrlscY'? 

of parrot'laiui, he saw the door of a little t-ivcin 
adjointtiic the bird^^lealer’s tshop oiHMiing, and hta 
attcf'tiot! was aliractcil by a yonnv: uojjtcss, with 
a bilk kerchief tied round her hciul, sweeyniijj: into 
the street the rubbish and the sand ol Ih© estab- 
lishment. 

Ikiitcl1e*<s attention was s4>on divided between tlic 
bin! and tlio woman, and he really coiiM not tell 
which of these two heintjs he i*>iitem|>lated with 
the Kieider astonishme^nt and delight. 

The negresws, havinc got tid of t!i«' sweepings 
of the tftvcni, raised Tier eyes, and, in her turn, 
was dazzled by the soldier's uniform. There she 
stood facing him, with her broom in her htutds aii 
if she were carrying arms for him, while the 
aranina continue^ making curtseys. Now, at tli.^ 
•ltd of a few seconds, the soldier f>egan to get cm- 
harraissed by Uiis attention, and he walked away 
gingerly, .so as not to pje sent ihc appcariiiu’e of 
beating a retri^nt. 

lUit be came back. Alni«>st every day be passcvl 
in front of the Colonial Tavern, and often he I'Onld 
rltstingnish through the window-panes the figure of 
the little black-skinned maid filling out ''brsks** 
or glatiScH of brandy for the sailors of the port * 
Freifnciitly. too, she would come ont to the door 
on Sfdng him; soon, without even having C3t- 
changed a wotd, they smiled a€ one anothei; like ae* 
quahitaiices ; and Boitcllc felt his heart moved 
he saw suddenly gtitierin/ between the dark 
lips of the girl her shining row of white teeth. At 
hmglh he ventured one day to enter, and was quire 
isnrprised to find that she could speak French like 
t^^veryooe else. The bottls of lemonade, ol which 
. ahe was good enough to accept a glassful, remained 
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in ibo Mililui’s nuiTlfftmii, tticnun *lilv 
and it jjrov into a oustom witti Inin to roui#» inU 
ainnili 111 ‘his liMln tixifii tm tlit cm.iv ill the 
«Kno.il)le drinks wliuh lu* mild .if!«itd 
Foi him it V..1S .1 tieat. i h.ippincs.s, on whicii 
hin thoui'hts wer** cmistatitly dwcllinjr, to watch 
the hl.uk hand of the little m.iid ponrnit;: out 
soiiK-thint; into lii'^ whiKt hor teeth, hnjcfhtet 
linn hoi I M'S, showed themsehcs .i'^ slic laiij;hivl 
Mill II lliev h.id ktjd company in thi«i v\av lor two 
months tin V hiuime fast fiicmlk*, rnid lioi' lie 
after hi*; fit si asLonislmwiu at diMOiennp tint thii 
nej;rC'<^ \vis in hci csrcllcnt principles as k^xI 
lh(‘ licMl 411K in the ionntrv, that she exhibited 
a u*i*niil lot (^ommiv, iinUisliv, relifiion, and 
j;<xh 1 tonduri, lo^cd htt more on that aecmint, sml 
beiuiue so imnh with hor that hi wanted 

to uKin> he I 

He told hei ahrnl his intentions, ^’hich made her 
ihuue with jov Ihsidc*, slu had \ little mf)ticy» 
left hoi bv an oyitci-diiiler, who had piekeil bci 
up win 11 she had liecn left i»n the qunv nt Havre 
hv an Auionoan e'nptaiii This captain had found 
her, when she was onlv aliout si\ \enrs old, lying 
on hales of cotton ni the hold of In'* ship somv 
hull IS altit his depailiire from New Yotk (>n 
Ins arrival at Havre, he Uiett* ubimtloncd lifie to the 
rare of this comixissionate o>’5ter-deal^r the liUk 
black cteaturc, who had been hidden oil lioaid nis 
\cs#el, heconld not tell how or why 
The ojiitcr-dcaler havtiig died, the 3*ottng« 
wegriss he'C.imc a servant at the Colonial Tivern. 

Vutoinv lloitclle atUkd “Thi-» will be all right 
if the partuts <loii*l go against it. f will never 
go up against them, you nudarstand, never! l*tw 
going to say a word or two to them the twl tfwe ‘ 
I go back to the country." 

On the lollowlDg neek, itt fact, having oMlilie4 
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twcBty-four liours' lc,>vr, lie went to hw family 
who tuUiviik' a litlK- fatm ai Toiirtcvllle tieaf 
Vw^ol 

lie \vaiU'<i till tlu* meal was fiuUhivl. llu‘ turn** 
whcu lilt* coffcJi, hantized with bramly, iitakciii 
j*cc»|>lc more opcu-nearled,l>cforc iufnrniin;2r his 
l» ncnls that be nad found a prl aiiswcriiij?: so weU 
to hi< likiiip:s in every way that there could net 
r\i«t anv other tii nil the* world v-^o perfectly 
Milled to him. ^ 

The oitl people, at this oliserxaiioii, tniinediately 
a circnmsptrt air, and wanted explaini' 
tioiiH. TlesidCsS, he had concealed nothing; from 
tucm except the colour, of her skin. 

She wjs a Servant, without much means, hut 
strong, thrifty, clean, well-condnctcd. and Mm- 
siblc. All^ these things w*erc better than money 
would be ill the hands of a bad housewife. More- 
over, she had a few sous, IcU her by a woman wh * 
had rearcil hcf, a go<Hl number of soil?, nlimtsl a 
little dowry, nftccii hundred francs in the ssiviiiga* 
bank. Tlie old people, overcome by his talk, and 
relying,^ loo, on their own judgment, were gimln* 
all}' giving vrsiy, when he came to the deliiain 
. fxnnt. I^uighing," in rather a constrained fashion, 
lu. Said : — 

**Thcic is only one thing yon may not She 
is not a wdiilc 

Srhe> dirf not understand, and he bad to explain 
at some length, and ireiy cautiously, to avoid 
,.4^ shocking them, that she belonged to tlu- duSK'/ 
\ race, of wkich they had oulv seen samples among.t 
>ligam exhibited at Hptnaf. Then, they became 
.'iNb^ces, perplexed, alarmed, if he had pro* 

' e niiion with the Devil. . 

VK the mother said: Black? How much oi iief 
;"^ lshleebi the whole of her ?** 
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Ift rci'litili *'C«ilaHilv- Kverywhere, jnsi 3i 
you iiro wliilc cvi rv'whcre.'* 

Tlie fnllu r iiitcr’p<i5iecl : ‘'IllarV? Is it a» blajk 
as tbc pol ?*’ 

Tilt .-on aif'Wi-njl : **IVrlM[w u little Ics.^ tlim 
(hat She i?? black, but nf>t di’^giistitigly black* 
Tuc Cuiv'n caSMjt'k !•< black, but it is tiot Uglteit 
lliuu .1 surplice, ubkb is uliilc.** 

Tbe (ailu-r : **Are thci'c inoic bla^k pci*ple 
besides her iu the ccniulry ?*' 

And tbe*Min, with an air of conviction, ex- 
claimed : “Certainly!” 

ihit llie old tiiau shook his bead. 

*'Tliis must be disagieeiible?’* 

.And the son : - 

“It isn't more disagreeable than au) thing else, 
swing that yen? get used (o it in no time. 

Tile? mother nsked 

* It dtaoni t Soil lincu more than other skins, this 
black sikin ?*' 

“Not mote than your own, tU-. it i.< her proper 
colour.'’ 

Then, after many other c)Ue.stioos, it was agreed 
that the parents should sec the girl before eoirt- 
iiig to any decision, and that the young fellow, 
whose period of services was coming to an end 
in the coutsu of a month, should bring her to the 
liouse in order that they might examine her, and 
decide, by talking the matter over, whetbar or ndt 
she wa.s lew dark to vntcr the lloitellc family. 

Atttoiue accordingly aunouiucHl that on Sunday, 
the a 2 iid May, the day of his discharge, he wwld 
elarl lor Tou*rtevillc*with his sweetheart. 

She had put on, for this journey to the houMi 
^ her lover s parents, her most iR'antiful and moat 
clotliCH, in which yellow, rerl and blue wcti 
'Htc ptcvailiiig colours, so that she had the appear* 
, auce of one adoiucd lot a national fete. ‘ ^ 

J . . ' • 
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At the tcimiuuii. a» they ^iverc leaviu^ Havre» 
(leoplc stared at ltt‘r very iiiui ti. aiicl lk>tteUc waa 
proud of );iviug his atui lu a pci^ou who cotn« 
tnaiided mi much attention. Then, in the thin’- 
class carriage, in which she took u sent by his side, 
she cxciti/1 so nuuh astonishment amongst the 
peasants that the peuidc in the Sdjoining com- 
partments got up oil liieir botuhes to get a look 
a her, over the w<HKlcn partition^ which diWdcd 
tlie diffeunt ixirtious of the carriage from one 
another. A child, at sight of her, hegati to cry 
with terror, another concealed his face lu his 
mothei's nptoir Everything went off well, how- 
e\cT, np to theii arrival at their dostinntum. But, 
when the traiu slackened its rate of motion as they 
drew near Yvetot, Antoiiio felt ill nt ease, as he 
would have done at an inspertion when he did 
not know his drill-practice. Then, a.s he put his 
hciid out thnmgh the esirriage door, he recognised 
ftonic dislnnee hwny hi; father, who was holding 
the bridle the horse yoked to a car, an«l his 
mot her, who had made her way to I hr railed pot- 
tiou <*f the platfoiiii, where n mimber ol specta* 
tors had gathered 

lie stepped out gave hts hand ta fits 

sweelhcait, and, holding hiirtudf erett, if bv 
were e'4‘oiling a general, lie atlvain cd towaids hi^ 
family. 

1'he mother, on seeing this black lady, in v.ine- 
gated costume, in her son's (ompany, reinninet 
so {Stupefied that .she i onhl not o^ksi lu r inoutli ; 
and the father f4juiid it haril to hoM the horse, 
which the engine or the iiejfrcss caused to rear 
lot some time without stopping. But Antoine, 
Htiddcnly seizcil with the tinnntigkd joy of $ot^ 
fug once more the old |»eople, ru.died forw ard w:te 
Opm arms, embraced bis mother, embraced bis 
ibtber, in ^Ifc of the uag*» fright, aiul then 
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iHi* liK u^n^>mion, ,ii wlium Ihc 

£;n > un tli< ]>htroim slopped to uitll 

ailM/i UK lit, li< ptoCKiUd to c^]diui 

•*Hiu she is^ 1 told }ou tint, a tiist atght^ 
frht is in Olid pie<«. , but ns soon as \c>u know her, 
111 \ei\ tiuth, UiLu'^ not a hotter soil in the whole 
world Sin }»oih 1 mofiow to htr without making 
mu poilui diout it '* 

'Iluuujjon Miti Itoitilli, hericU nearl> fnght* 

1 lud out of her wiU, luncU a soit of curtnev, while 
the fitlui tfiok off his c ip, null mill lug — 

•*1 wish Nou good-luik *• 

Hull, without furthei delay, thc\ climhcd up 
on thi < ir, tbo two women at ihc lowci end mi 
Mats, whiih midi them lump up nul down, n» 
till Nihil U NNCTit joUtnc uunig tlu und, and the 
two men outride on tlu front scat 
NobfHt\ ^poki \ntoini, ill at iise. whittled a 
binnkuwan air, his (ithcr 1 ished th( mg, an) 
hit niothii. fioin nnIuio >he sit lu the. comer, kept 
iiistini, sIn j,lnices at thi iKgrcs», Nvhose fore- 
Iwad md ilieekhoiui shorn in the sunlight, hkc 
NNcll blui ked nhots 

Wishing lo huak tin. silence, Antoine turned 
round 

*'Wcll *’ said hi. *‘ne donH seem locltncd flf 
talk ** 

**\\c innst git tinu,’ n plied the old woman 
111 went on - 

*'Coino' till Us the lUtle ^tor) almut that heA 
of Nonis that laid eight egga 
it w N fuiuiN .ineedotc of long fttandiug In the 

IhfuitN lUit, as hit iiKvthor sUll remained hUent, 

par.it\^ed lu cmuttuii, lu started Ihc taUwifi|^ him- 
Sill, .itid nail lied, with much laughter on lii$ own 
pait, this numoiahle adventure The father^ who 
knew It by heart, brightened at the opening woidhi 
of the aafr^tive bis nife -oon follovTcd fSfr 



BOtTm.T.T?. 


4itil lilt* iK‘jn'0.>H hriself, whni hv i«)iohcU 
ftiv tlroUwt part oC it, «btul<lcnly vent 

to a laiigli HO noisy* lollinji, iw*\ loiifnt* 
Itkc, that tlio linisi.% bcionnuj; cxciud, htokt* 
into a gallop for a littlc'* while, 

'lliis ^'Tvwl as the introdnetion lo Iheit a*q\tnlii- 
taiuxship. Tile e^nnpAiiy at length hevran l<» chat. 

On leaching the hon^* when thev had nil 
nliglitcd, ntid he had comliielcfl his swrcthenit to 
ft room, M» that ‘nhe might take f»lf hei dress, to 
avoid staining it, while she wonhl Ih' prep,ftring 
good dfidi inlondcHl to win the old ptniple's alTec- 
lioii.s while appealing to their stomaelis, he drew 
n>ide his parents, near the door, and with heating 
lic.ut, QBkcd : - 

"Weil, what do you snv now?** 

The father said nothing. The motlui, hss timW, 
exclaimed : - 

"She f** too Idaek. No, indce«l, this too mu'*li 
for tne. It ,lifrnA my hlootl.*’ 

"That may ]>c, hiit it is only for a monieiit." 
Th<n iluv wade their way Into the inltrior of 
the lionsi*, where the woman %Vftg somcwliidt 
nticeted it the spcttavlcof the negress engaged In 
cooking. She at uiicc procecilcd to assist her, with 
pettleoak^ tucked up, active in spite of her 
Tlie meal was an excellent one, ver>’ long, very 
<»njoyablc. When they had afterwards taken a turn 
together, Antoine said to hin father : — 
dad, wbal doymi say to tin’.'*#'* 

' The pea.sant took care never to compromise him* 
self. 

"I have no opinion about it. Ask yon mother/* 
So Antoine went back io*hi§ mother, and lead* 
ing her lo the end of the room, said , — 

mother, what do you think of her?" 

« ^ "My poor lad, she is really too block. If ihh 

; ware only a little less blacky X would nof go egainsl 

*' ' 
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you, hut lliis is Ino intuh. One would think Ji.. 
was. S^nlaii !*• 

He fliil not press fier, knowing how obstinate the 
old woman bad always been, and be felt a tempest ■ 
of disappointment sweeping over his heart. He . 
was tniniii:.' o\ei bis mind whal be ought to rto,\, 
wbnl |dan be i iuild devise, snrpiised, moreover, 
lb.it she had mil conqtuied them already as she ^ 
h.nl r)i|.ti\rtted himself. And Ihev, all lonr, set 
out wilii slow slops through the romficlds, having 
again rol.apsed into ‘>iKr.co. Whenever they pan* 
sed a fvnei\thcy saw a eounlryninn .fitting on tiie 
slih', and a group <if hints climb^l up to stare 
them, ami ovoryono rushed out into tne rotid to , 
see tlu' “black** whom young lloietellc had brought 
homo with liiin. At a distance they noticed pep‘ 
pie M. unpci ing aiu^s the fields ju.^l as when the 
drum beats to draw public attention to some Imng 
phenomenon. Peie and Mere Tloitelle, seand by 
this * nriositv, ubieb was e,\liibit}?d everywhere 
tbumgh the conntiy at their nppfoaOi, qnickcucti 
theii paei*. walking sidt‘ liy side, aiul leaving lir, 
behind tlicii son, when his dark eompanion asked 
what his pa Kilts i bought of her. 

He hcsitalingly replied that they not yrt 
made nj> thcii minds. 

Bui, on the \ illngc-greeii, people rushed out Ot ^ 
all the houses in n flutter of excitement; and, at 
the sight tif the gatUiing i abide, old Boielfe took 
to his heel-, and legaiiieil his .iUmIc, wli^ An^ 
toinc, swelling with rage, his sweetheart oil bia 
arm, advaiicctr majeslicnlly under the staring eves 
which opeocil iu amaxemebt. 

He understood that it was at an end,' and there 
was uo hope for him, that he could not tnatty hie 
uegress; she hUo uiukrstood it; and as they 
near the farmhouse they both began to wtcfr^ 

' As soon as tb^y got back to the house, the pfeca \ 
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tnoYc took i>fi hf«i fltrss l(t ii(i the mother iu tht 
bousebold dutira, and foltouAI lui \vm where, lo 
the dairy, to the i>tab1e, to tlu hett-houso, taking 
the luiTckst part of tlu wotk, repcatius: 
alwa>^^, **Lci me do it, Midimf Uoitille,*’ so tha*. 
when ninht came on, tlu old woman, touched but 
luej^orable, said to her son **Shc is a Kood, all 
the same ’Tis a pity she is so hlaclc* Imt indeed 
she is toe.) inuc li so I couldii’i usi»<l t<^ it hlio 
tnust go back again She is too, too Id ick** 

^ And >ouug BiiiKllc Slid to his swicBicail - 

**6hc will tiui consent ^>hc tliinlv<> \uti aic too 
bhek You must ^obick again I util go wl^it 
you to the tram No matt ci -don't fret 1 am 
going to talk to them after you hue flatted ' 

lie then condtKlul hci to the rrii1wa> stitton, 
still cheenng her with hope, and, when ho hiut 
kissed her, lie put hei into a tiain, which he 
watched a^.it passed out of sight, his C 3 C:> bwollen 
with tcarfir 

111 >aui did lu ipped to the old peupie They 
uould never give then coubuit 

And whin he had told his doiv, tvhich was 
known all over the country, Antoine IHntelle w*auM 
always add - 

4* From that tiiiu fotwird T Invc had do Aeatt 
§or hi^hing for anx thing u all No trade 
Stittod me any longer, and jo I became whut I am 

a nightcartnun ^ x 

» Tcoplc ^ould sav to ium « 

•*Yet 3 'ou got mairud " 

y^Yes* and I can't say tint my wife didn t please 
tbit I^c got fourteen children , 
b not the other one, oh uo^- certainty not* The 
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other ouc, tnaik \ou, tisv she h^d only to 

tnc one ghinu,. aud I IcU a>*jt 1 were >u 
Heaven*’* ** “* 


nil l.Ml OK’S DAK tUlMK. 


‘P 111 sUun lioiit hicbcf iHid flopped, and 1 
* *kI) 1J111U|* llu hiiiuiiful Kiy of Bougie, ttet 

waK opciiCHl out Ik (cue The high hilh were, 
coietcd with furo>t>, atui m the dii^tauce the \cUow 
t»atut^ fotimd 1 in uh of^fowdirid goltl, tihiUt thej^ 
Miu «b<.d il'^ iier> laNb on the white houses ot Uw 
town. ft 

The w iim Aftuan btec/t hkw the <»(U)ur of Uujf 
^leati ni^'itcncniN coiitnunt into which uilu 
N orthctii rncc»^ but rarely penetrate, into my taw* 
Bor JLIikc months, I hid Imhii wanclcrtug on tse 
boideit» of that gKat uukuown world, on Um otf* 
bkirts of that sti.mgiL woild of tt|c ostricli, 
camel, Iho gi/cUe, the hli*|H>jH>ta!nus, the gorilla** 
the lion and the tiger, astd tliv negii* I had 
tbi Arab galloping like the wind, and pa:»i»ing It^ 
j|^ootiiig siaitdaid, and I Ind sUpl under 4ln|MU 
Vbwii tents, the moving habitation of those itrjhitip 
birds of the ds’iert, and I felt m it were, intowi*^^ 
catad with light, with fancy, and with a||sce. * 

Bht now , after thi^ fih.il exeprston, 1 should hatpil! 
start, to return to France and to PhriSt 
of useless chatter, of common-ptaot carfSrJg^ 
ol ci]{)tiniial haiidkfrbakiiig, and 1 suoukl bid uaNQL 
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tYmt 1 Hid gut to like ho nmdi, uIikIi 
uc't to tm, whub 1 UntUMancly had Umu 
itt tlioiuugblv^ «nd filiicli I bo inutli Kgret to 


*“A of small boats sitriciutulcd thr stcimcn 
attA^ jpuiphiK into on. rov\c(l b> a tiigio t.id» I 
soQii Kauicd the Saracott 

whose gt^y nuns at tlie cntiancc of the K!.ihvte 
^ tuvnr, lookoil like .lu old cscnUlnun ot iiulnhty* 
^luUl 1 was standing bv the bide ol iny port* 
manicatti at the great slcanici In mg at 

, auebor in the raids, and filled with adnuration at 
thrt niiiquc shore, an^ that «(mi-<irc1e of htlh 
y iu blue light ulmh utri. mote beaiitiftit 

thaa those of Aiaecio. oi of Vin^to. in Cotsica, hi* 
baud Uiis laid ou tu> shoiildct. iiul uti turtle 
ing round I saw a tall man with a long hetiicii 
^dreased ni uhilc flamiel, and wcariug a straw hat» 
standing by uiy side, and looking at me with Ins 
blue eyes 

\Ou*»iot an old school fellow of mine?** he 

Mid . 


*Mt IS \crv jM>'.i»ibh Wliat is }oui uiok^** 
^'irunonliii ‘ 

Iff Old 


.SSAltf 

■ 4 ; 


\Olt HIM 
Mfew. I 


III the a me Uass as was. 

rtedgiiistd >ou lUilhjb'R* 


scetind so i>b,isoil, so liapi)\ at >ctiiig ntu, 
Ihai in gu outhuibt of friciidh seifishneb^, ( 4la»uk . 
MRt thp bands of my former schoolfellow hesrttly^ 
|pnd |elt ^ery pleased at meeting him thtts. 
^jdtedour years, Ticmoulin had Ueti one of the 
bitted most intimate 6choobfricndi» one of thoin 
we are too apt to forget as soon as we leave 
'Iptbooedays te had been a tall» thin fellow, whom, 
}ltl#heeinedtd"betooh foi his body, it w«is n 
round lieadj and bung b^^nictiiucb U> 
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lijjlil and M)nK tunes Jlo llu* lett on lo bis chestr 
Trcmouhn u \try cUvet, and bad b 

m<u\c lions ipliinde for leainin;;, aud bad an 
fitnictnc iiituiliou foi alj ! Uiar> amt 

gamed m iiK' .ill tlic fituos in our class 

VVi wilt fully couxiiKul al schOc»l, tbal he \\oAlU 
i\\\V out a ^elebiaUd iiiaii, a poet, no doubt, 
he \^iuU xeiscs, .Hid \\ IS tall of itigciiiously^bcn^ 
tnnental uKas His father, who kept a ibcnuNra 
ahop tic IT the l^aiithton teas not supposed to b« 
vetv uill of?# iiid 1 had l<i^t sight of him as soon 
as hi h.id tilvcii his Uai hi loiS digiec, .uni uow 
1 I) ituial!> askid him what lu w.is doing thuc 
‘*1 am a pi inter/* he replied 
“Hah* \ou u illv pi ml / * , 

“And 1 hnt tii\ liane I * 

•‘Uh'ii IS nr* 

“ttfapCH, fiom which I nnkc wine" 

**ls joui wmc-growing i succes<>'*. 

**A gieat sntccss '* 

**So much the better, old tclb v\ “ 
you going to lilt hotel 
“f)f course I was ** 

•*yVell, then, >ou uuf»i just (omc home wUh lue 
lubteud *’ 

“Hut* . . »• f 

“The matter is sitthd ’ 

And he said to the voutig negro who was WciUlh 
itig oiii mo%TiiKiits “Take that home, Al ** 

Aud the lad pul m\ j^ortniauteau on hts sboutdbf,^ 
nml -.it oil, laisiug k^ie dust with hts bkuk feet, 
whilst Tieiiionlin liH>k m\ aim nnd led me 
|gi|> t of nil, he asked alMiiit my joninev, and whictl 
ra||^vtion<i it had h td mi and *4eiing iu>X9 tu* 
ibusi^stie 1 was about it, he seemed to like lue 
belter than c\ei IK heed m an old Moortob 
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with an mtorh^r street, ^ml coinniaiifleit by 
a tcirace, \%htcn, in oo^irtyiml. witliotit i^ny 
lookiiiK into the turn» (onunaiidcd those 
of the tteighboutnift houses, as well ns the hay, 
h)id thcJoiCsU, the hill, and the opiii -cn, itiul I 

could ii<n h(lp ixdaimine 

Ti\j|s IS what 1 like, the whoh of the 
last h^^s h )1(1 of me in this placi Von aie iii- 
cUed lmk\ to lu liMiiii licit* \\ Imt ni^fhts vou 
must spend iipim that tennu * Do \on sleep 
Iheiet*' 

’*Ves, 111 llu sunifiici \\\ will j;o*oii w it ih\% 
cvcniii;*: Arc von fond of fishtne^*" 

*\\hat Wind of fi*'hinif^‘* 

“Pishiiiu U\ toichliprht '• 

**V'es I am pirtieiihih fond ol it " 

“\ci% well, thill, MC wiH <0 aftci diiinci, nnd 
\\c u lU conic h u k iinl (It ink hi rhMt on my 

\ftu 1 ivd Kul I tntli, he look me to see tlT? 
Kah\lc town i MUtalde ( i^cade ot 
uliiti hous(«s lo[i]*1inK ih»wn to the si i, and thn^ 
will II It was ffcltiiK, dusk, wi wtiil in, nnd nftei 
an cv client ilinmi wt went d(»wn to the 
nud Wi saw mdiiinc t\ciol the fiics and Iho stara, 
those laiv»' , hnj*hl, sc niiillalui;; \tricaii sUr4 A 
boat Wi e utin^ fm us and as -^ooii m had 
fiOt Jti, a man wh fate I lonld not din 
uU|i(aish, iKir-iii to tow, wUild iii\ tiicnd aa*i 
(ittg reads llu hmi/ici whuh Ik would liuht hutei, 
and he stfrtd, •'You Know 1 hue i mani.i t( i a fish 
^pear. and nobody .an lundn it U'tter than I tan •• 
‘Allow me to coniplinicnl \ouoii your skill •* 

Wc had roued round n kind ot mole, and novr 
wc wcie ill a small Im> frtll«»;f hit?h r<Kks, whose 
shadows lookcil like u>wers built in the water,i 
and 1 suddenly peuei\«*d that the sea was pho%« 
liborcacent, and as the oars xnovcfl gently they 
ifcsncd to light tip moving flatnee, that followed 
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iti i>tif aiiJ (lipii died otti, and ^ kani i>v«r 
tli<p of tile Iwat jf»id uaUhcd ft, hs wt* |;U4td 
ovci Itn* watei in the darkticsS' 

AVharc wen* we to? I rowUl not sec 

iicij,dilK>tirs • 111 fact, I could <cc iiotliiiig hui tli# 
luiuinoiw ripple, and Hit sparli'^ of water dro|mfnjit 
Iroin the o.iis; it >vas hot, very hot, and themflC'* 
iie»s seemed hot as a fuinace, niul this mystcrtolt 
Tiiotfnii, with these two men in that silent boat^ 
had a pmiliar c licet upon me. 

Suddenly the rower slopped Where were wet 
I hcaid a sfij»ht »>riatcliiiig noise close to me, atid 
1 saw a hand, nothin},^ hut a hand, applying A 
match to the iion v^aliiii^, which w4s 
fastened over the h<»\\s of the bout, which wai 
coYticd with wvxhI, as ik it had been a llMtitig 
ftineial pile, and winch soon was blazing nrightly 
and illnininatiiiu lie* boat and the two ni«ii|» ai* 
4»ld wiinkkil sad<»i, wUh a [Hxket -hand kerchief 
lietl tound his lund, iiidocid of a cap,, and Tieinoii- 
liti, whoso lair hcnid glistened in the light. 

The othci began to low again, whilst Tieniortbn 
kept throwing wood on the braizicr, wdiich bumed 
jCfi and brightly. I leant o\cr the .side again, and 
CHUild .see the botjtifin, and a few feet 1 k*1ow u.<ft the«f 
was that strange country of tlie water, which 
plants and animals, just like the air 
heaven d^Ks Tremouliu, who was standing in thA 
how^ w'kli his IxKly bent fonvanl, and noldittg 
the sharp-jMiinled trident iu his hjuid, was on tbC 
look our Avilh the ardent gaze of n beast of prev, 
watching for its spoil, and, stuldctily, with a strill 
mcivcmciit, he dnrtc^l his jforked weapon into the 
fSai so \igorousl>, that it scented a large flan 
swimming near the bottom. It w^as a congor cjtfi 
wllleh mhnagetl to wriggle, half dead as it trim 
into Qujl^ttddle of the brackish %ater, : • 

TreinottHn again threw his spa|^« an|. 
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}ni}]Ml It ‘wPt I a KMMt lump oi k» 1 
wlijcli fMilpilatctl, moved, loll&l .uuf niiio1)C(U )mir, 
Ml^gf soft f«tlcr<^ louiKi the handle of tiu* (ni}ctit 
II trail an octopus^ and Trctiioulin oiumed \m knife, 
and ulth a <inaft itioxemcni phinpred a het^een the 
eye*, and killod it \ntl su our fVslnu/; tonlinuoil 
until the wcotl l>egafi to mu short When Iheic 
uasiH’it nitmvfh Icll up tlu tae, TtvniOuUil 

dipjHH.] the hia/icis into i!ic ^ca, ami wo were^ 
agajii buried ju dirkne<^ 

The old sailor bcijati to row agaiuf slovriv and 
tegttlnilv, though I could not tell uhert tlu 1 md 
or were the port was lU-and-hve, howexir, I «iw 
lights Wt were iieuing I lie hat hour 
*‘Ak you sleepy^'* tu\ fiittid said to iiu* 

•'Not the slightest V 

*‘rhcn \vc will go and }ia\e a that on iht roui ' 
“I iJlialt be dilighud ’* 

Just as wv j;ot tiii to tbciet»ac<" I saw tlu crcsceiit 
moon Using bihiiid the mountains^ iiml around 
tts, the white houses, with Ihcir Hal loofs, dc- 
scciickxl down towards tlu. H<,i, tthilht Inimaii fdrms 
were standing or King on them, sleeping or dieam- 
ifig umlet the stais, whole families wrapped iti 
long gowns, and resting in the calm night, aftai 
the heat of the day 

It Middenly seemed to me a< if the 
miud were taking pos<<s8ion of roe, the poetical 
* ami legemlafy iipint of a people with dtnple and 
gowiiv tht^ghls My head *wa.s full of the litb^e 
and The Arabian Nights; 1 could lie«ir the ptopheu 
prodaitnlog niinules, nnd I could pnneesseS' 
wearing stik drawei»'» on the roofs of the palas^ 
wUIat delicate i^crfuiiies, whose stuoko assumed 
tlie forsns^ firotiL were bunting on ihKer dnkes, 
mA 1 aaioto Tr&^in :*- 
\ d^Vou aige fortasyite fn living here/* 
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•‘J came^orc quitt by dcHdctift** he t^riiecl 

“Jly accent?- • ^ 

‘*Ves, acciiUflt and utibappincs^ biousht tne 
here.*’ 

“Von have Ikji'Ii unhappy?” 

*'\'ciy unhappy.* 

lie was atniirliii^ in front of iiie, vvrnpp' <1 in his 
hounuxjso, nml his voice had such a pninfii) 
ill it, that it almost made me shl\er ; allci .\ 
luoincut^ silence, however, he eoiitinuc*'* • - 

will tell y4»u what iny trouhlt '^ lri\t hceiis 
jH i'haps it will do me >;uo<l lo speak .iIkijiI ihmi ’• 

'M,rl me hear them.** 

*'Do you really wish itV» 

^ ”Vcs>’ ' 

^ **Vcty well, then. You lememher ’what 1 wai 
nl schoi»l ; a sort of |»oct, hrnu}<jht up iu a 
shop, 1 dreamt of wtitiii*; b«w»k.s,.and I tried U, 
nftii lakiiiK ui> decree, Inil 1 did Muit suciiHjd, 

I putdii^liiHl a \olumc of verse, and thou a noVvK 
and neither of them sold, and the n I e lou .1 pin/, 
whidi was nevci acted 

•’Next, 1 lost my heart, but I will not t y<.‘n 
ail acctuint of my pas«;ion. Next do4»r u loy 
iatherls shop there was a tailor’s, who lual a 
d.ai;ihler, with whom 1 fell in love. She was 
very clever, and had fditaiiicd her e< ilifn\iles IV a 
highei' education, and her mind \va> brijicht and 
^ulivc, quite in kec^piiig indeed with herhoily. She 
iinj;ftt have been taken for fiftciii, although ahe 
was tw’O^aud-tweiity.^ *She was ver\’ sinnll^ with 
delicate features, outlines, and tints, just ^ like 
SiNtiie beautiful water-colour. Her nr^sei her moutht 
licj blue her light hair, hei* smile,^ Iwsr 
\tatst, hg)t hands, all lool^l as j£ thoy^weie fit'for 
»Uiuetl window, ahd not for everyday Ufe^^hut : 
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she wai» lively, .^uppJis Am\ uicrcdibly active* ami 
I VMS veiy much in love with her. I temcmljer 
two or three walks iii the l.iixembourg Garden^ 
iirai the Medkes f<»untiiiit, whhh were certainly 
I he happiest hours id my life. I daresay you h wt 
ktiovii that foolish cotuHtiou of lender tiiadiicas* 
whtch ausi*s us to think of nothing but acts *>1 
adoi.itioo. ! One really becomes jmsscssed* haunted 
by a w 0)11.111, and nothing exists for us, by the side 
of ]u r 

' 'Ooii iKcanio eugageil, and I <old her my 
ptO'.p. U'. of the future, which she did not approve 
of. She did not believe that I was either a post, 
H novelist, or a dramatic author, and thought A 
prosjvcrous business could afford perfect happiness. 

I gave up the idea of writing books, and re- 
signed myself to selling them, and I bought a 
biicdtsclkT s business «t Marseilles, the owner ui 
which had ]ns)t died. 

‘ I had fhiec ycry piospcrous years. We had 
mndr* om Vhop into a sort of literary drjiwirig- 
o nv., when all the men of letters in the towl 
UM-d : » i<.me and talk. They came in, as if it 
had ‘ » club, Hid exchanged idt^s on bookc, 

‘•H , -i‘l esjjccially on politics. My wile, who 

b k . wry active part in the business, enjoyed 
tp tti a reputation in the town, but, as foi* me, 
v.hilbt tliey were all talking downstairs, 1 «iyas 
working in tny studio upstairs, which commuiii^- 
ted uilk iSu; by a wimling staircase. I conld 
hear their their laughter, and their disciUP 

siou, and sometimes I left off writing iti order to 
Itvdcu. .1 kepi iu tny onm room to write a uovel*^ 
w^hick I nevci finisued 

**The toosit regular fieipienlers id the shop wc?« 
Monaiettr Muntitia, a man of good private tneapai 
jrtalt, Jbflttdiioide man, like caie meets an the Soula 
el CitatKiei wftl^ an idive skin, and dark, exprci* 
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«*ive MuUhiotir D<irbci» a maKMtiate^ twa 

merchants, who wcrrf^iiartneis, Messi*?. ranclljori 
I«abairo^itC| and (fcneral, the Marqiua dc la Ficcte, 
the head ol the Royalist party, the piincipal mtff 
ill the whole district, au old itdlow of hiKty*$uc, 

* "My business proapcrwl, and I uaa happy, very 
happ> One day, liowexir, about tlitec o*cloch| 
whctri was out on biisitiesM, as 1 was* guin^ througb 
the Rue Saint lutieot, 1 suddenly saw a woman 
come out of a hou*M., wlui^ iigure and appearance 
were hO uiufli like iity wife's that I should Imv^ 
S'ud to tuyseU, ‘‘There she ts»*' tf 1 had not Wt 
her in the shop halt an hour licfuie, auffcrisij{ 
irotn a lu^daihe %^he was v\alkiii^ quickly oo 
^hefoie me, without tutuiug round, and in spite of 
m>8a*U I iiiUowcd her, I felt sutpnstfd and lift** 
fa*«y. 1 said to “It is she, no, it ia quite 

impo&eibU, as she liad a sick heidachc And tuen, 
what could she ha\c to do ni that house How* 
ever, ai 1 wished to lia\c the uiatthr ileareci up, 
t made haste after her. I do not kifow wbeihet 


she felt or guessed that I ivas bchiud bci, oi 
w'hether she tccoguised my step, but she turnci 
louiid suddicnly-f It nvak she! When she saw 
me she grew \er 3 red ami stopped, and then, with 
II smite, »hc said, *Oh! lieic >ou iiTc?* 1 (eli 
choking 

** 'Ves; so yf>\x u«ivc come out i And how is your 
headache f ' 

** *It bcltci, and 1 have been out on un cirand, 

" ‘Where ?' 

‘To Lacaussode's, m the Rue Cassp.elli, to 


oidOr sosqe pencils/ 

‘She looked me lull in 4he fa^. * She wai not 
mhod now, bpt rather pale, on the cohtraiy. Hm 
, Umpid eyes**-ah * those wQiticii’s*«>w ap« 
WMtM to be full of tniilt, but I felt wsgitely nM( 
patulully that iney wcio lull of lies. 1 waft niftoil 
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m^c contUNCt* An<l cm)>arra»%d than she hiu* 
wf, xvitbcmt "^icrluriiiR lo suspect, !mt sine ihit 
^ W 4 S though 1 ditl not knon Nxhx, (ind 

so I said - 

weic ijuitc niiht to go oat, if yo\i feU 
better * ' 

** *Oh! >cs, my head is much bcUtr ‘ 

•**Arc xon going Imine’' 

**\es, of iouisc 1 am \ 

**1 Jcfl liei, and wandcud about the streets 

tVimt was giung on^ WhiU^ I whs talk- 
ing to hcf, 1 hatl an intuitu e kelin^ of bci fiUe- 
ncfUi, l>ttt now 1 (ottUl not btlicxt that it waa so, 
and when 1 returned home to dinuei, I was angry 
for having suspected her, exon for ,1 moment 
^•Have you excr htcii jealous f It docs not mat 
ter whether you have or wot, !>ut tlfc first drop 
of jealously nad fallen into tny lieart, and that is 
always like a sspark of file It did not formulate 
anything, %i\(\ 1 did not think anything, 1 only 
knew that she had hid Vou must rtiiicmb^'r that 
every night, afur llu customers and derks had 
left, we wero alone, and either strolled as far a* 
Uie hat hour, when it was fine, or remained talking 
iu my office, if the w^cathir wj» bad, and 1 noea 
td open my heart to hei without reserve, haau*fe 
1 loved her She was part of my life, the greater 
nart, and all my happine8:>, and in her sni*tii 
hanfb she field my tnisting, faithful heart captive 
'Daring the first days, those days of doubt, and 
before my suspicions increased nud« assumed a pre- 
cise shape, I felt as depressed and chilly as when 
wearegoingtabasenoiisly tIK J w^as continually 
ouU, really cold, and could neither eat nor sleep 
Why badatetold meahei What wee she doing tn 
lipime} 1 went thhre to tiy and find aof 
bna 1 could discover nothisig. The 
fiMO wlio rented Che firit flaor^ and Who was an 
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npliolj^lcrcT, hail told me all ahoui his nei^libo^t^ 
blit 'without helping in ilu? least.' A iiltdr 
wife had lived on the second floor« n dressmaker and 
«i manicure and chiropodist oh the thirdi and tw^ 
coachmen and their families in the allies. 

*'Why had she told me a lie- It would haW^ 
been so ca.sy for her to have said that she 
been to the drcs.smakerV or the chiropoclist's. Oh! 
how I loup^vd to question them also! I did not 
say so, for fear that 'she nnpjht guess tny 
suspicions. One thing, however, was ccttaui, she 
had bnm iuto that house, and had. concealed *the 
fact fiom me, and there was some mystery in it, 
Ihu what ? At one inoment 1 thought ther^ 
might be some laudable purpose tii it, some diadtv 
able ilwl which she wiMied to hide, some ixifor* 
tiuitiou which she wished to obtain, and I found 
fault with myself (cir Mispccting her. Have not 
fill of us the right of our little, innocent scvws, 
u kind second, interior life, for which one ought 
not to be res|K>iisible to anybody? Can a matt, 
heciuise he has taken a girl to be his companion 
through life, dciuand that she shall neither think 
nor do nnything without telling him, either be- 
fore or afterwards ? Poos the word marriage mean, 
renouncing all liberty and iudcpendencc ? Was It 
not quite po.ssiblc that .slio was going to the dress* 
maker’s without telling me, or that she was going 
to assist the familyof one of the coachmen? Or she 
might have thought that 1 might criticise, if not 
Uamo, her visit to the house. She knew methorouf^* 
ly,and my slightest peculiarities, and perhaps 
feared a discussion, evm if she did not think that I 
ahonld find fault with her. She bad very pretty 
hands, and I ended by supposing that she was bav* 
ing'^hem secretly attended toby the manicure in U;e 
honse which I suspected, and that she dad apt, 
tel) nk of it, for fear that I shouU think ker 
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Shv wa^ \ci\ luclliydunit aud ccououii* 
c«lj and looked aftci hci household duticn most 
camolly, aud no donl^t nhe ihouKkt alie 

arottM lower hcr^wlf in my cych, ueic she to cem- 
leas that slight piece of fcuuiiiiic extravu^uc**. 
Wometi have very uiafty siihtiliticb .iiul niuaU 
tricks in thoir soul 

**But nont of niy own .>iguuKniMLa>siit<Kl me I 
was iealoti<)» amt I felt tjiat my •«u<|>t<iou was 
affcrai Dg me teiriblv^ that 1 uas hciti); dc\ mired 
by it 1 felt soviit grief and aiiguiNh^ and a 
tnonght uhicli I still veiled, and I did not date to 
lift the %ei1, for bciuttUi it I should find a teitibk 
doilbt . . A \omtI . Had not a lovet ? 
It ninrdnHkelyi impossibt# . A mere dreifui 
« , • • « and 3’et ^ . • 

♦'I continually ^a^v Moutiua’s fate before niv 
eyes. I *^aw that the tall, silly looking, haiidson.e 
man, Ins bnght hair, smiling into her lac<*i 
and I said to-mjsdf, *He js the one I* I iot*- 
cocted a story nf their intriptes Thev hid 
talked a book over tf»gcthcr, had disviisscd the love 
Adventures it contained, oiid found soincthiug lu 
it that rcsLinbkd tlitni, and tlu\ had Itiincd thiti 
Alildogy into realitv \tid m» I watched tlum, 
W prey to tlu most tcniblc suflfoniiRs that a ma’i 
♦an enduri I honght shoes wiUi iadia-rubl>cr 

S ics» 60 that I might Ik abk to walk about tin 
nse xrithout making any noise, and 1 A]>eiit half* 
jqr time in going up and dfwv’i iiiv little spiral 
Swrease, in lh< hopi' of surpiising' them, but I 
dwi^ found that the derk was with them 

livvil in a constant static of suScniig. f 
ecsild no longer work, not attend to my business 
As soon as T went out, as soon as I had walkcil 
A hni^red >*ards along the aireet, I said to myself . 

is tliMel* and when I found be was wj, 
(here^ I went out again ' Dnt almost immediately 
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1 went back 'He lm& come 

nml that went on cvtTV day 
“ \t iifj*bl It wa> .still woi'ic, for T frit fcer Ajjjfr 
nj> snjf 111 hii] iditi*, t'r prctcmliuR to be 
Wn^ she rc.ill> sleciniij^c No, nio'^l likely tiolf 
w.Wfc llrtit unothet lie? '* 

'*1 icnininod inoti(»itlo«*s on tiiy back, hot itOfS, 
llu* \\ ninth of her l>od>, p.itiliti^ alid Corinested^ 
Oh! ho\' nib'iisely I h»|igi«l to git up, to get 
huniinct uiul to split her he id otJcit, so as to he' 
able to sce*iii^tde It* I know that 1 should 
seen nothing uhat is to bo hmiid iu 

head, and 1 should lin\e diM.'Oieud uothiug, foe 
that would h.i\c bien inipossihle. \ud hei^ 
When hhe looked at iiio I felt furiotts wllll 
tnge. 1 looketl at her . . ^he looked at ttiat » 
Her C 3 CS were tianspaunt, cnmlid . . and lalae, 

(afhol Nub<Ml\ lonlil Ull what *^111 was thtnkinn;, 
of, and 1 fill iniltiud to lun ntiis into theiTi 
and to <]esti(»y those niirrois of falseness. 

•'Ah I bow *wcll 1 could undet^Und the Ixkt^- 
I would have applied the toiture, llic** 
bool . . Speak ♦ Confess* Von will 

not . . Then wait ' And I would haxi: seked 

her hy the thioat until 1 choked her Or else 

1 wcnild have held her hngerh into the fire . . ^ * 
Oh * how 1 should have enjoyed doiug it 1 . . . . 

Spe«^l . . Speak . . . Speak .... Von wiitj 
iiotf 1 would hate held them on the coala,^ ana 
wheu the tips were burnt, she would have couR! 
fessed . . . certainly <he ^vouUl h.i\e confessed!^ 

Tremoului was sitting up. shouting, with clcndh^ 
fista. Arouiiil us, on the ueighboUiing roofs, pe^ 
pie awoke and sat up, as he was didturbiiig thdlc 
sleep foi me, 1 w«is inovcsl and powerfully 
tnicio&iul, and in the daikncss 1 ismld SK't \!M 
little woinau, that little, fair, ]ivol\, artliil wonn^ 
a.s ii I had known hci imsonall}. t aaw her 
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|t| 3 ; lief beoli<^t ialkint; wtUi the men whom her 
\va\ii altratUtl, ami iif her lUic'atc, tluU* 
m 1|€4 aL J touW w Htllo crafty hka**, stl^y 
Qtfna* the tlicaws whali 0 iinlhticr siikUmii: t 
tan^k attaches to all her herm ol tomantn (id« 
leuittH^ 1 HU^pil(c<1 hii» juHt hki* lie (Hil, 1 

huitMi iOiH 4lctcstei1 her, ami tronid h.ivc wilhnrjy 
Ijiimit hit fingers ami ma«le her conKss 
l*ret>cntty he (X«titimted inoie t dinl^ ' I ilo not 
know whv I ha\e told 3^111 all this, lot I h(\o 
never mentioned it to anvotu, hnt theii^ ha\( n'lt 
scnn anvUHl> f«a two vcits* \nd it w is vtlli 
Jtig in my heart like a’Krtmnling wuic I have 
got Hd of it, and so nnuh the worsv toi von 
Well, 1 had made n mist ikc, hut it was woise th v\ 
I thought, much worse fust listen. 1 employed 
the mtans which man always dots under such 
drcttmstancet, and pretciiclei] that 1 wan going 
away fioiti home for a dav, and wlumwir ? did 
this iny wife wtnt out to lunch I uctd not tell 
>ott hour I IxTijivd a w.iiter in tho tcstiurant to 
wtmh tlu^ U'-wl to go, so tint 1 nn^ht suiiirisc 
Uicm.^ 

*'H€ was to ojHii llu dooi of then ptn.itc too^tl 
lor me, and I aimed at the appointiMi turn, wru 
the fixed deternuiKitioii of killing them hoili. I 
loytd oec the whole scene just as if it had ali^ady 

S curredt 1 could ste nivsclf going in A sfudl 
blc covered with gla^sis, t|ot|tles, aiul pUtes 
eepaiatcd her from Momma, nnd tlic\ wouht'bo 
io surprised when they saw me, that thc> viould 
jpot even attempt to moAe, <uid without a word 
1 should bring down the ioaded ^tick which I had 
^ tny hand on the man’s head Killed by one 
4|bw, he would fall with lus hc.id on thc tiblr, 
(Mfet Uiftsi, tnnung towards her, 1 jihouhi have lier 
a few moments-p-to undeistand it all and to 
^ stretch out her arms towards me, mail wiili Unot 
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tH;(oie clyin^ in hor Oh ! I was miilyf «^utm{p 
rlcfiet milled, nnd pleased, madly pleased* at t%|Q 
idea. The idea of the terrified look tliat ake aMm 
throu ai *iiy laiscif stuk, of her arms that aM 
woiilil stieteli out to me, of her horrified cry, <^| 
her livitl and roiiviilscd l4x>kg, avenged me belotf* 
hand. I would not kill her at one blow! Yw 
will think me cruel, I daresay: hut you do not 
know what a man suffers.. To (Kink that a wotnuii* 
whether she be wile or mistress,' whom one lov^* 
gives lierscK to another, yields herself iip to liiin 
as she clots to you, aial receives kisses from bit 
Tips, ab she does frntii It is terrible, an 

atrocious thing to think of. When one fecU tliat 
toiturc, one is ready for anything. I ouly ivondel 
that more women aie not murtlcred, for every 
who has Inen deceived longs to couiniit murder, 
has di'caint oi il in tiie solituile of his own roomi 
oi on a (leserk*d io.ul, and has luen iiaiiuted by 
the one fixed idea of satisfied vcngcancC. 

*‘l iriiicd at the iC'^tauraiU, and irskcd whether 
lliev wetc tliere. Tlu- waiter whom 1 had bribed 
replied : *Vcs, monsieur,* and l.iking me npi«4uirsi 
he ])oiutcd to a (hH>i, and said . 'I'hat i.^ the room I" 
So I gi lisped my stiek, as if my fingers had beeri 
made of tnm, and went in. 1 had cho.sen my 
m«»st appiopnatc moment, for they were kissii'g 
most lovingly, but it was not Montixia, it was 
(tciiciul do la Fleclu, \\ho was <ixy-six years oJdj 
nrid I luul so fully nunlc ui^ my mind thni I should 
find the other one then, I was xiuniouless from 
astonishment. 

*'Aiid then .... *aiid then I ically do not qutic 
know what 1 thought; no, 1 reullly do not know;* 
; If 1 had found tnysclf face to face with the other^ 
w l should have bc^n convulsed with rage, but 
;;e;eeltig this old man, with fat stomach and pe^il« 
checks, 1 was uciirly choked with diWIsL 




Ainnll aiu! slim a# 
j|^ bttil given lictself Un flits fat man, whc* 
pm tH-urly {^.iralyset), tM?eatt!^^ he Wtis a mart|iil« 
Ibt} a gen«ral» the frienit and roprescntnlive of 
itaibiottcd kings. Xa« 1 do not know whnt 1 felt, 
pr 1 thoitjiht.' I woutcl not have lilted my 

piid against this old man; it would liavt? hean a 
psgrace to ttu\ and I *tto longer felt inclitied to 
pill inv but all women wIk^ rouM be guiUv 
M such thinjt^sf ^ I was no longer lealoiis, bat tVit 
ni'dratitd, as il I had scrll the horua of hoi rots? 


*Mxd fHHjplc say what they liko of niefS, tiny are 
not :vo vilv iiN ihatt 11 a man is known to have 


t£tvcti hiitiSi'lf up to nn old wotnau in that fashioii. 
yeopK' point thiir finger at him. Tin* husband .r.' 
Inver of an old woman is more despised than n 
Qlief. \V> men are a dca nt lot, us a rule, but many 
uwicii, esj)i’..iallv lu ale absolnteljr bad, 

Tlicy will gne thcinsehVs to all men, ohl or young, 
from the tno^ edntt mptitdc and differmt motive'^, 
because it iQUieir jucib^sion, their vo«al!0ii, and 
their fun* Itoii^rhov are the clcjnal, uiieoiiM.i'Uis, 
and sijjjDC'Ue [*iosti lutes, who >»jve up Ihcir iKslki^ be- 
cause uicy art the iiitreluindisc of hne, whic'i 
they fuU oi gi\c, to the old man wIm> frequents 
the pavements with money in his pocket, *jr dati 
for glory, to a leohcmim old king, or to a celebrs* 
and disgusting old man/' 

He voclfi-ralcd like a piophet of old in a furious 
voke, under the starry sky, and with the left of 
U Inuti iu despair, he repeated all the gktified dis* 
gfice of all the mistresses of old kings, tlia 
res^inbk shame of those virgins who marry old 
hu^ ucls, the tolvralcil disgrace of all those young 
%niiien, who accept old kisses with a smile. 


conld see them, as he evoked their memory, 
the beginning of the world, surging rottUd 
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iw in llwt n»sltt» tilrU, bcanti^ 

wfth \ile soilU* uhi*,,liK:i‘ tUr l(»’Af-i wli 

ktn*\\ nothing c)t the *km* ot tht uwlr^ ari^ do^l 
l(» M iiiU> They lost up I>efofe one* (h 

1u»(1nukls <»f the pijin uKo tite meSitioU^ k 

the Jbbks !r<i;;ar» Rutli* the clanghteis o( Im 
Ahig.ii1, Unsh.ig, the \irpin of Shun«iui| wtU) M 
Dnrif! with her cnrcs**es when hp M 
.in<l Uu others, \outig« ^hld 

pidruinii^ or pIchriaiH. hie^ponnilile females b| 
longing t*"! n mnttd, nnil snbniissixo 6ls\^ 
wl.tthci Ji\ Un nltiKtinn til t<'\ iU\% 9$ 

hiiiUht .i«s ihuc''* 

‘"What dhl xon do-'* I n-ki<* 

“I wont AxviN,” he simpK \m! we tm 

nniiiK. ‘lilting suK l*\ '^uh fc»i u lone time witil 
fsit spooking, onh dic'minr’ 
t li«\( Ktnti.ti' n *n»pU‘-sioii of th.it c\cnin| 
tluU 1 <111 luxcT \l! ibaf I 5 .ix\,.fclt, ant 

hcnl, onr fi'^hing enniT*?imi, they»cto,ms alsc^ 
j>tilnps tint hatrouing ‘»Iotv, ,«tiiid«;t Ihosi* whiti 
litinK ’5 <»n tlu lu ighbf>nni '1 looK, all Mpuud t< 
ioruM III jitiHlib HI** a niiitpu •>« iwatiuu Tci 
tn!n Tiio<ting-i, ttrtun ino^pliVihl^ ooinhinationfi o 
thh.,, . I'Hdodlx lontain a lanici iinantity ot tlw 
beciet iinuitest tiui. ol hf< , ilian Umi wh»cli q 
•^ priMfl over the ordinare events of onr dax''-» 
ont nmihing except iouil h ij>pcnln<r tn them* 
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